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43 bthe pordiod began the Hinth mfontry was dviving vou/n in theliy sixth
day of contimous £ighting in a campaign which hzd beyun on 26 July sl in the
viciniby of 5b. Gemrmwdn d'Slle some 15 KM's due north of their present uozition
astride othe Torigni-it. dunoy highvay. ‘he deginent had lost 30 officers and 732
enlisted men bub had captured 117 prisoners cof war from the 5th, 9th and 15th
Paratroop fepgirent - an indication that the resistance of the 3rd Faratroop Jivision
had been broken, in view of tho presence of ti‘xe latter Rogirent = not a part of the
3rd Paratroop Divisione

Un our left uas the 23rd Infanbry Hegirent ond on bthe right, eloments of
the 35th vivision. During the nicht 31 July - 1s et the ist Babralicon was
dispatched southeast down the railroad line to Loaune ond thence was directed south
to Ft. Aunaye. By the tire the Battalion had resched the Hegiermtal boundory just
west of Launs, the foriird elements of the 23r‘dVI‘1fantzy had come up abreast of
the Ninth. In eonsequinco, tha lst Babtbalicn was atbached to them and combimed
under tholir control during the day. The 2nd anl 3rd Batbtalions had selgzed their
objectives -n the Torigni-kte aunay highway by midnight of the It - cbjectives
given to then omdy = few hours beforo,

On 1 august 1vhly, the 3ril Battalion attacked and seized Crogsroods Ho. 153,
1500 yurds to the scuvhwesty the 2nd Batbolion advonced to 1a Bib:udriec; and as
day closed, the 1st Uutbalion moved into an assenbly srea in ths vicinity of pt.
unoye ‘he only eritical peried occurred early in the aftornoon when the 3rd

Battalion wa: count rattacked by infantry and self-propslled gunse The enemy effort

was conbuined and repellad,

r

sualtles dncurred for thz day - 1) officers anl 173 enlisted mene

trigoners taken 8

The CF roved te a position U0 yards south of la lonerie.
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2 Aupust 190,

At 0630 the Uivision Cormander ordered the Regivent to resume the attaci,
The 1st Battalion was to remain stabi onary until the 23rd drew abresst and then

would revert back to Regimental cortrol and follow the route of the 2nd Battalio n.

%oy
£

By 1100 all routes apparently converged in the v vicinity of la Csbotieres - F f
Rlaments of the 35th Dividon imtermingled with our units because overleys fmrla;a;;ed
By nocn, against little opposition, the Vire River was reached by the 2nd Battalion,

Colonel Hirscflfelder went forward under artillery and mortar fire to
direct the crossing of the river. By 1315 the 2nd Battalion, under cover of smoke

~ had successfully negotiated the passage. By 1500, they had taken the steep slopes,

with the support of tanks against determined enemy resistance and active self-
propelled gunse By 1615 all three Battalions had erossed to the southern bank,
Company A of the 2nd Engineors had constructed two vehicle erossings of Sumerfield

- Track, a tank crossing and a foot bridge.

As of 2040 the lst Battalion was northesst of Herbeliere, the 2nd Battalion
was at la llouche and the 3rd Dattalion at la Fayrie, an average advance for the day
of about 8 Mty for a cost of 3 officers and 68 enlisted men, .__l_;é_____ prigoners of
war were taken,

S0 speedy wos the advance of the Regiment that once again the Eeinth Infantry
was without protection on either flank, Une battalicn of the 35th Division had
succeeded in crossing the Vire to our west but had been driven back by the enermy.
in consequence the Ninth Infantry CP established north of Ste. Martin Uon was in a
precarious position. Reports were recsived of enemy infiltration towand the Cp from
the wost. F‘.’Lrinv could be heard at ever closer range. All available Hox dquarters
Company personnel and the Antitank Company established a perimeter defense and a
twenty man patrol pushed some 500 yards to the southwest to eclear ths area of
snipers and to prevent the encry from mounting a ecounteratiack from thst direction.
1st Lt George iirschfelder and 8/5gt Roise Glase of the Traffic and “scurity Flatoon,

rasnnnaihle £nr Flhirn vvend ramde @ s o dbos  merm e L
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3 August 1okl

it 0100 orders ere recsived to conbinue th @ abtack along the desipnted r;mte
in the moming. At 0715 all three Battalions jumped off on time, iteslatonce was
deternined and eneny artlllery and mortar fire were musually heavy and acecurate,

By 0200 the 2nd Battalion had advaneced to 1a tenotiers 3000 yurds to the south,
The 3rd pattalion was wnable to push farther than les Vaux and the lst Hattalion was
at la Mouche, At theze two forward points the 2nd Dattalion and the Jrd Battalion
were compelled to deploy. ihe 2nd Rattalion was able to commit only one platom
of its reserve company because of g draw alog their left boundarye  The 1st battalion
was called on to seige livad Junction 161 between the 2nd and 3ed Latialions, but &t
1530 the attack was cancelled and the Legiment wans relieved,

This wus the most costly day of combat cmparimcei by the leglment in the campaipn--
18 oificors and 219 enlisted men were killed, wounded or miss] Nge any of the cas-
ualties may be utiributed to shenr fatigue. Men's re.ctions wer noticeably slow and
nany neglect d to tukte cover when shells exploded nearby, ihe gtrength of the Hegiment
dropped to 2378 men and some 60Z of these wers replacements. % nom, during & perlod
of fifty minutes, #ujor John flaniy, fegimental =3, was killeds Major Lloyd Fhak,
Battzlion Commander of the 3rd dattaliom, and dajor Frank L, ®all, 2nd Hatbtalions
sxecutive (fficer, wore wiunded by arbillery fire, It was the ninth day of continunus
contact with the enemy. 5 prisoners of war were taken,

Jpeat-head;i.ng.t}.la fecinent on this day was "gn Company, The com pany losp 130 men
and I officers during the nine day campaign. It had mads an admipable name for itself
:nd had been the outstanding unit of the Pattalim., The morile within the company
remained remurkably high despite the shoexing losses of offiesrs, non-cormis imed
officers ond nen.

‘n the 3rd of .upust, ‘g © mpany wan the most adwmneed infanir, wit in the
entire V Corps sector, All through the day when it moved, 1t did so without security

on either flenk, fthere follows a brief report of this company 's operatims for the
coriods
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Lonpany (3 erossed the line of departure at 0715, 3 .mgust 19hl;, as the leading
company of Lhe kattalion, finving moved approximately 2100 yards s e enc mbered
. enemy long-ringe fire, Continued to move forward dom into a draw with two platoons
abreast, is wo “burtodup toward the hizh ground, we racelved eross fire from our
flanks and frontal fire from the high grownd, o /
“hen the assault platoms failed to ~dvanes, the sup.ort platoon w:w comnitted
on the right where thay run into n re enemy cross fire. #Five tanys wera committed in
threir area :nd the platoon advanced three hedge rows, The tunks moved forward to
the next hedge row snd thras of the: ware hit by "Hamooiks and 88's, ‘The fourth
tank w.s ecut of action on hedge row to the ruar. The Fifth bank withdrew,
- A short time a’terwurds a tattalion from ansther combat tesm relieved us,
sxeerpts from oral statements of the ilutoon Leaderss
1st ilatoons- e maved into the attack behind the tanks, i ftep moving
three hedgerows under he‘avy machine mn fire, we held, “hile moving, four tanks
wera put out of action and the platoon suffered seventesn casualties, 'hile in
< position I directed artillery fire on the Meny positiong, Tobtal damsge for the
day = 30 Jermans hit, two muchine guns, a tank, and 12 nortarg,
nd ilatom:- "o moved out into the atiack with the second platoon
on the right, e moved about 2100 yards, then hit the enem,. ‘o got up to the
hedge where the enemy was Locateds had an exchanye of hand grenades and when we tried
to go over the hedze were hit by enemy machine gms from the front, losing one of
the squad leaders, Muring this maneuver seven Jermans were hit, alsp a nachine gn
and machin: pistol, Yurdng this time we wore subjected to heavy nmuchine gun fire,
mortar and artillery fire, ssbimated memy easualties - 19,

s Srd ilatoons:- "I was the left flank platomn and when we gained contact

with the MEMYy we ware st.orting toward high grownd, iy they eaught us with eross

fire and frontal fire, the sectim of he.vy machine g3 opened up on the Germans

dolng emsiderable damage, Tien the Germans sturted USing Freneh eivilians fe .o .

Ve o o
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machine gun five and then held wo for our lofd flnnle was em-osad and was racelving

mechine pun five from thorm, Shortly aftorvard wve were relinved by nnothor hattalion,

“

Ve suffermd eight casunlties, Vstimated Covman cagunliiog « 30,

Yeanons Platoont= "I fired over a mndred rounds of moriar ammaniition
on tho high ground to our front in smumprort of the front line platoona, 'y nosition
received 88's and mortays all during the day,."

The relief of the 1ot ond Pnd Battalions was accomplished by midnirht of 3
Mugust ond of the 3rd Datinlicn the next doy by the 30th Infantry,

2% i 3% % * ] 4%

s the Tegiment went into the Division resorve for the firat time in ©f days after
a2 ten-doy drive against firste-class German troopg, certain sintistics may prove of
interest. The drive, boginming along the Cormorlain - Berigny Highvay on 26 July 19hh
progressed 26 KM's due south over a route twisting back and forth through narrow
sunken faym tracks and imorovised suprly routes for over L0 FMls, The eginental
soctor averaged 2500 metres in width = cutting a ewath through Normandy almost
invariably the speorhoad of the Division if not the Corps,

From D # 1 to the beginning of this attack the legimont had suffered total
casualties of 91l enlisted mon and IS officors, Tor the period 26 July to L August
inclusive, 59 officors md 115} enlic'ed men vare killed, wounded, missing andfor
evacuated,

177 V'risoners of Var were evacuated through tho Regimental IF Team without
counting those who were processed through the Battalien Add Stationg,

{Sc2 Interrogation iavorts lo, 1 snd 2)
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7 August lh N
After o three doy rest = the first reliof from contact with the enemy in pow
58 days - the Regiment moved south to Vire behind the 29th Division who had !

£ 4,,&'”

@

pessed through the towm to the south and east. Tloments of the 2nd British
Army were northeast of Vire and the bowndary batween them and the 1st Apmy ren
along Highway #2 out of Vire, The Regimental CF moved to Martilly on 7 fugust
and preparations were initiated for the mlief of the 29th Division who were
to take up positions on enr rights '

On 8 August, while not in contact with the enemy, i Officers and I8 enlisted
men vere evacuated because of enemy artillery fire,

On 9 August 19Ll, the relief of the 116th Infontry, southeast of Vire,
was completed without untoward incident by 1600, Artillery and mortar Tire ine
flieted 37 easualties. Three Prisoners of war were token, The 2nd Dattalion
was dug in on Hi11 #250 by dark,

A large solient existed bebtween the Regiment and the 9th British Erigade
on the left, no elements of which had advenced south of Highvay #3 rmmning due
east from Vire, Despite this unfavorable position, orders were recaived to cone
timue the atbtack to the southeast,

At 1400 on 10 August 194 the 2nd Pattalion began their move followdd by the 3rd =
and 1st Battalions in that order, DIy 1640 the advance was stopped by Division
order with the 2nd Patiolion .t la Petitdere and the 3rd Battalion just north of
la Boivindere, The 1st Pattalion and the Bogimental CP closed in a‘b 1M upire
with the 1st Battolion occupying the reverse slove of H411 72506

During the morning an enemy pocket of resistance was renorted in ths 179th
Infantry sector on our right, Damaging artillery firing dnto the Regimental resr
and machine guns covering the sres northeast of 636208 compelled the dispateh
of Company A into the adjoining sectore

w =



fmortly thereafter, =2s the Spd Battalion crossed H/LL #2250 following the
end Battalion, & group of enemy tunis and Infuntry sttacked from the south-
west but were quickly driven off.

A% aboub 2000 hours, £ heavy enemy tunks, one light tunk cnd & column
of some seventy iInfuntrymen were ambushed by Compeny G as they wmarched
south along Highway 73 east of La Petitlere. Bazookss fired at point blank
range from hedgerows bordering the rosd, bounced hurmlessly from the tanks
which made good their escspe. With the nelp of = section of Company H heavy
machine guns the German coluwum wes gompletely annihiluted. Over forty budles
were strewn along the roud for over 00 yards, Later that evenling the eneny,
wpparently reinforced, ecountersttecked scross an open field from the south
in a line of skirmishers. The comunends of Gepmen officers or Non-commiss-
joned officers could be hesrd driving the Germsns fomard., Our machine gun-
- pers and riflemen held their fire until the enemy wes within fifty yurds,
| The eomteruttack wes repelled with over thirty Germuns cut down in the
open field just south of the unimproved ro.d ru:ning eust from La Petlticre
to highwa'y .

Casuslties: Four officers .nd 137 enlisted men. Four prisianers of
Vay were taken.

Oon the following dsy, 11 angust 1uds, the 9nd wnd Hrd Battalions re-
mained in defensive positions shile the lst Buttiolion took up positions on
the reverse slope of Hill 5374 snd the Regimentzl CP closed in ut le Mol-
jere. Enemy artillery *everiy shelled the CP urea und mortars and artillery
_nflicted 112 casualties on the Regiment. Forty-nine prisoners of war were
taken by patrols. Preparatlons were mzde for = renewal of the attack to the
southeast on the 12th. The lst Baktslion relieved the Znd Battelion during
the night. Between 1800-2000hours, all filve coampany somranders in the Hnd
Rsttalion h=d been wounded. During the past 30 hours th-t Batt.lion had
.1ost one company comucnder killed, the Battalion S5-3 killed :nd six comp-

amy ecommanders wounded, v



12 Auvgust 1944

The Ninth Infintry's lost engagement in Hormandy occurred on
12 August 1944 and appropriately was a completely succensful operation,
By Divielon Order the attuck began at 1000 hours and was halted by
the same outhority at 1870 gome 7000 yards to the south of the line
of departure,

The 1lst Battalion, having relleved the 2nd Battalion during the
night, jumped off from positions south of la Petitiere and advanced
glowly but steadily to reamch la Honerie by 1800. Hoving in the face
of heavy artillery and mortar fire, the Battalion coeptured 116 prise
oners of war and counted over 50 Germen dead in theiyr immediate zmone
of advunce,

The ‘rd Battalion, whose line of departure ran through la Boivone
iere, meeting the same type of heavy fire pushed slowly but steadily
forward until halted along the unimproved rosd south of les Brieres
at 1820, |

The operation wus noteworthy in two respeots 1) 294 walking
prisoners were taken by tihie Regiment - at least 20 more being evace
uated through medical channelsy 2) The superior job performed by
all unit commanders in leading and controlling their troops, now
largely composed of replacements with only a few months busie traine
ing. 1In this latter connection, it should be remarked that without
experienced officers or non-commissioned officers to push the men
forward, enemy shell burasts within a hundred yard radius normally
cauges a recruit to bury himself in the nearest hole, to emerge only
when prodded. The stesdy progress of the Regiment on this day test-
ifies to the indefatigable and aggressive leadership displayed by the

troops leaders in 2ll echelons of command,

- B =
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Our canualiies were 8 officers and 175 enlisted men., i

At about 1100 hours the Regimental Adjutant, the Headq&grters
Commandant and the Commmications Officer went forward from the QP
at la Morliere to reqennoitre an area in the vicinity of la Boivone
iere to establish a new CP, At la Petitiere just south of the 2nd
Battalion positions the party were suddenly caught in a crossfire of
eneny machine guns « a pocket of resistance remaining vehind the
advencing front lines, For several hours the AdJutant wnd Hezde
quarters Comrandant were pin ed down behing a héuse, both sides of
wiich were swept by enemy machine guns. = The rest of tuhe party pree
vented enemy inflltration by establishing a base of fire gome yards
behind the houge, Finally reinforcements arrived to drive the enemy
bzeck, In the meantime the AdJutant had fired his lagt round of
amminition with good effeet into one German who had succeeded in
reaching the house and was nrepuxring to toss & grenade., One man in
the group was Xilled as he fired o bazooka toward one of the enemy
machine gun positions,

that afternoon the op moved forward into the sreg 80 recently
cleared,

On 1% August 44 the Negiment wag once again placed in Division
reserve, the 78th Infantry passing through our positiong, but for at
least 236 hours no appreciable benefit amcerued because of the constant
artillery and mortar fire which fell over the entire sector, Casuale
ties evacuated dvring this pariod amounted to 4 officers and 163

enliasted men,



18 - 19 August 19l

After four days devoted to rest, cleaning up and re-organization, The
Regiment received orders assigning them to the VIII Corps whose mission was to
seize the fortified port of Brest somo 230 miles from la Fouissardiere, the
Regimenta_'!.lCP. On the 17th, the advance party, comnosed of 10 officers and 52
enlisted men, left in two % ton trucks and two 2} ton trucks, spending the night
in Dol, 70 miles away, and arriving at their destination at lesneven, Brittany
. the next afternon, ;

'I'h; Regiment, leading the Division, loaded on trucks and crossed the IP
east of St Pois at 181800, An advance march unit under Captain Vernon T, Adler
left several hours previously, posting 200 guides along the 210 mile route, The
remainder of the Regiment moved in three serials - each composed of four march
units - a total of 109 - 23 ton trucks, 142 % ton trucks, 31 13 ton trucks,

12 3/L ton trucks and 3 ambulances,

The CP moved with the first march serial and the new CP opened in the vie-
inity of Ploudaniel at 190915 after an uneventful trip. Seven vehicles were
delayed - five mokter failures and two accidents, both of a minor nature.

. The following day the Ninth Infantry relieved the 28th Infantry in posit-
ion around the Brest airfield and the CP moved to the village of Karaziou. ‘
No enemy action was repor‘bed for 'bhe day. On 21 August, intemittent sma'.L'L
arms, mortar and artlllery fire fell throughout the Regimental area. 20 EM
were evacuated. The companies organized their positions maintaining contact
with the 28th In_fantr"y on the right.a.nd the 23rd Infantry on the left, The

CP moved to 1'Ormeaue
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A eonsidermble oyt of valuable milltary infomation s obtained fron
civilian evameny Cron Drost and 4t environs, alimost total avienation of the
franeh poulation having been ordored by the Oermens three days prior 4o our
arrival in the araa, For tha firat time larpe mmbors of ©rT mrreomel yore
obsemd but did not oporats nt Togimental lovels,

Bebmoen 22 w 20 fuguet, rontjustmonts ware masde in the front lines to
conform to Divislon boundarisa, “atroln eonstantly probed south to detemine
the enery dispositions rnd strongthy 3 officors and L8 emlistnd men rRre
evacuated,

At 1300 on 25 August 10h), tha Terrlrent attacked within thoir zome of action
vith the 1st Dattalion on the laft and the 2nd on the right, After a 20 mimite
~rtillery proparntdion, raodid initial rropress was halted along 2 line roughly
paralloling the black-top road running from Ouirdvas to fovecnou, 200 yrrds
from the lins of deerturos  "hat wns presumd to be the enomy's Lighily held
OTLR ghoernd asvents of a YLD in the muber of dug in erplasemonts, stubborn
ropigtance ensountere’y and the hold and erfective use of selfuropelled 80vsg
Yortar “im dostroyed thres sur ortdng tanks in the lst Dattalion sector,

Ons tonk tarned over south 6?‘ the blackelop attempting to momevor, Iits wilmrt
occupontsa, remadnod battoned up inside for teo doys, wntil the prowmnd woe

token by © Comony, At night German patrells on seyversl onensions kmckaﬁ

on ihe 1l tut vere apuarently unaware thet there wa~ a erew alive inside,

“t 18h0, the OF moved 4nto enamy evacuated eoncrete pill boxes on the
southonst of thn "irficldy ) arely 300 yords behind the “ront linos, Tronsporte
ation vrs comelled to yomein nome B00 yards urther norih at the tims becmsa

L enony direct nrtillery and small



amrs fire. Once established, hovever, the site was exceptionally
helpful in maintaining control, and, because of the aveilebility of
many bombproof dugouts, exceptionally safe. 1st Lt Raymond E Matteson,
I & R Platoon Leader, was killed on this afternoon while observing
the front from a control tower. Colonel Hirschfelder, Regimental
Commander, had spent conslderable time there and only climbed down 30
mirnutes previously, when enemy machine gun beg@n to fire directly at
him. At thet time, he advised Lt Matteson to chose some less conspic-
ious and vuI?rable spot. Lt NMatteson remained at the OP, disregarding
consideration for his own safety because of the ideal observation obtain-
able there. A direct hit from a 105 gun demolished the tower znd kil-
led Lt Matteson.

Czsualties for the dey: Officers - 1 killed in ection. wounded
in éction. Enlisfed Men - 4 killed in action, 3 missing in éction,

77 wounded in ection. Prisoners teken - 7.

e
7

26 Lugust 44

During the night 25-26 August frequent exchanges of hend grenades
took place all slong the front lines indicating the closeness of
contact meintained with the enemy throughout the night.

At 0645, Corpeny C withdrew to the Regimental CP eres to permit
firing of 8 inch guns and 155 MM howitzers on pill boxes located to
their immedizte front. At 0715x the plan wasméiscarded because of poor
visibility, but 40 minutes of 105 M and 155 MM ertillery was fired
to cover the re-occupation of the positions.

At 0800, both the 1lst and 2nd Battalions zttacked. Very heavy
enemy machine gun, mortar and artillery fire was encountered through-
out the day, over 100 rounds of, 88 MM direct fire blasting the lst
Battalion CP area between 1545 and 1615. |

&8 =
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By 1620 hours, . .nd C Cor:ienies h.d not berw able to udvonce,

B Compzny hcd crossed the black-top but was receiving fire from the
southwest, south and southeast. 400 yards to the east, C Compeny hed
been unable to cross the road and weré also receiving fire from both
flanks. particularly from & group of recognizable plll boxes to the
southeast in the 2%rd Infantry area. A Company was committed between

B and C vith the misslon of clearing the village of Kermso. By nightfell,
4 and B were on line just one field south of B Conpany's line of depart-
ure. Meanwhile, the 2nd Battalion, unable to advance at first and
unsuccessful in local outflznking attempts, shortened their line by
pulling G Compeny from their right flank southeast of Gouesnou, to

tye rear of E Company northeast of Keralleunoc.

2 Platoons of K Company took up the positions thus vacated. E
Company after very heavy fighting, was able to push .south 500 yerds to
the'east of Bourg—Neuf; followed by one platoon of G Compeny. F Company
north of the village, got one platoon south 200 yzrds from its line
of departure, but pullied it b.ck at dark.

The neture of the terrain - hedgerovs, aﬁd the nuture of the-
enemy defensiwes - pill boxes, barbedwire, mines, deeply dug in,'clev—
erly camouflaged emplacements, dugouts, trenches, required & high degree
of teamwork zmong the smallest units. It wes juét this teammork thzat was
lacking because of the fact: th:t the Regiment was no longer the same
highly trained outfit that had landed in France on 7 June 44, Over
3000 officers and enlisted men had been evzcuzated, and, unfortunately
if inevitably; almost the complete fighting roster of officers and
non-commissioned officers wzs gone. All the invaluable training in

the attack of a fortified position - the use of flame throwers,

bangalore torpedoes, pole and satchel charges, etc, had been had in

-
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valn: On 24.2% fucust, sl men perp gomi:eny were eent to the reafvfar
instruetions in the usy of the fleme thrower. Theo responsibility of
lesdership hed never heen more onerocus, To leed esnd control recrults
under [ire required aonstantvaxpoaure to fire, indefagliable supere
vision of every soldier's sotions.

Cesuelties for 26 Aupust 44:; Offigere - 8 wounded.
inlisted Yen « 25 killed in setion, 165 wounded in sction.
17 officers end 258 enlisted replecements were received 23«26 August.
5 orisonsers of war were taskon.

27 hugust 1944

Only C Company wes involved in eative operetions this dsy, making
& limited objective sttseck. © Company reduged a stron-ly held fortified
position gparding the aroseroeds northeset of Xermao end Joined the
other front line ocompunies mocuth of the bleek«top road running from
Suipives to ‘ouesenou.

3cth flanks of the Qegiment ware stil]l exposed 2dn the enony
aontinued to hold eommending ground to the fromt. Thelir fire was
ingessent- cver 250 rounds of Aireet fire ertillery felling in the
1zt Bettslicn sree Auring the period. Cur Alr Gorpe wes sotive beombing
end strrfing the enemy linee in resr erees. Firez in the outskirte
of Rreost burnad.all dey. All of the roeds seuth of the bleek«top
were mined., 3 of our tenks in the n Compeny aree were lost in sttempte
ing to reech the Pnd Settelion. Coming to an obetecle in the rosd
acme 209 y-rds scuth of the blroketop, they turned into & field to
by-pass the reed blesks The flelds were mined with 5 reows of cerefully
camoufleged French or Yelgien mings burled 3 to 6 inches below the
eode Cne tank got through, epparently without demege but wes sbendoned.

(ne hit the last mine in one row end Jost its track., The third sppearently

“ 14 w



mede eware of the o .cence of denger while in t.. middle of the : i

B P

Fris,

field, turned directly beek towerd the roed, detoneted two mines*%%
the edge of the field without being stopped but wes destroyed by an
enemy brzooks. MNo tank gorps cesualties were reported.

Two hot menls of ten-ineone or ¢ esticns were beinz fed to sll
troops, esch dsy after derk. The men end officers csrried with them
to the front one blenket end one shelter helf but desplte inclewment
weether, fev orses of respirestory disesses epperred. (5ee monthly
“ediecel “eport, 24 Infantry Pivisicn). Cesuslties: (f{icers - >
wounded in mctiong Wnlisted “en « 1l killed in ection, 48 wounded in
action. 4 prisoners of war telken.

. 28 rugust 1944

Cloce contect wes meintalned throughout the nisht - one hedge-
row between the oppesin- forces, o Comgeny enseged in frequent
gzirmishes Auring the nizht. ¢ Compeny consolideted thelr newly won
positiong found to conasist of ooncrete emplsgemnents eurrcunded by
wire enternglements, clerred flelds of Tire end comnunleation trenches.

A% 1000 hours, the “egiment renewed the stteok with 3 Settelions fe
breset. 7y 1050, only G'Gompany hed been eble to resch the unimproved
reed 400 ysrds south of the the blecktop but by the aaﬁd of & herd deys
fightirg A,3,0,", end 1 Companies were on line-an everage gein of 500
yerds. K Compeny remgined %0 the right rear of the ﬁegiment ungble to
move beceuse of the 28th Infentry's inebility to edvence. & Comgany led
by Cept. Cameron Clcugh, ettecked between Qompany.ahﬂ ¢ Company ond
succeeded in seizing the villese of Kermeo. Copt. “lough hod personelly
carried the fleme thrower thet destroyed the first eremy emplacement
holding up the sdvenee of tha.Company. He croszed en open fleld slone, .

govered by the fire of his men. By such lesdership, evidences of which



=

wore displayed throughout the Regiment, raw troops drove back German
Parastroops sworn to defend their positicns to the lagt mun, (But see
IPW Roporte for 30=-31 August and Interrogation Report #2)s After
reaching Kermao, a captured Amerdecan light tank emblazonsd with a
gwastika atbacked up the road running southwest from the village.
Capt., Clough, having no bazcoka mrunition at hand, directed the fipr-
ing of a captured 37 1 gun on the tank, The gun carried no sights

but 3 rounds fired in rapid succession caused the tank to revreat,

) Eighting' strength of thds company was now only 96 mens

ihe 2nd Batiaiion reported that the area to the front and right
of their gone of action, vicinity of Bourg-Neuf, was honey-combed
with dug-in erplecements, with deep comrunicati: n trenches conneeting
a8 many as two and three fields. From these trenches, the anemy 'ired
without being cbserved. It was necessary to burn and smoke all the
houses in and around Bourg-'euf before we could advance in thit sector.

The 3rd Battalion received direct artillery fire from the high
ground wast of Bourg=tleuf and were harassed all duy with devastating fire
from SF guns runaing up and down the trail north and southwest of that ﬁ
village,. .

Artiller fire from this s.me geners:l ares blanketed the tegimental
CFs Ho damege wus éiom. Ab 200 hours, howaver, a single stray mortar |
shell hit a building housing two liason officers's vehicl-as and
wounded 5 men. All through these days, at frequent intervals, small arms
bullets chi;pel the concrete runwaysy tinklad through windows and whistled

=y head. ‘

c:zrrﬁon Company maintalined an O under the eaves of one of the
adrinistrative buildings on the airfisld from wiich observaticn of the
efxt.ire front could be obtained, wo enemy artillery rleces were destroyed

- 16 -



and th> destruction observeds Om the 29th, ‘the OP was changed just
before flying debris crashed through the building, tearing off the rcof,

Casualties for the days Officers = 1 killed in action, 2 wounded in
actions Enlisted Men - 1 killed in action, ) missing in action; 153
wounded in action. 1l replacements were received. 11l priaoners of war
ware proces:sed through the IPW 0azGs

A German major, an Lnglish speaking HCO and a fhmen Havy petty
officer came through our outposts under a flag of truse with three Us

- MAQ officers and 8 U2 Medical Corpsmen with a lstter addressed to Ueneral
idddleton, the VIII Corps cammander. After concluding some agreement in
connection with location of hospital areas in Brest, the Germans iore
blindfolded and returned tirough cur lines without incidents thile held
in our IPW dugout, casual questioning elicited a few interzsting
sidelights. The major refused to have his pieturs takens The inglish
speaking HCo remarked at ons voint that it was $400 P¥ "bouble British
surmer Time", and later made the remark in passing, " When you get to
Bregt, - ~." “ha major requosted and was given pamission Yo take back
witii him a half eaten K ration,
29 mpgust 194l

At 290000 angust 194k, after very 1light preparation fires, the

Regiment resumed the attack south, making the main effort of the Division,

g

The charactor of the enemy resistance remained unchanged, but by 1157
hours, A Company and B Company had adwange 800 yds to take their tbjective
on Hill 50. They wre ordsred to congolidate and suopert the atback of
the 2nd Battelion on their rights By LW hours F and G Uompanies were abreast
of the Ist Battalion,.
1 Compamy fought ‘4@ way into the outsikirts of Bourg-teuf, but could
not hold the positions because of the viclence of the enemy fire. By the
end of the day the 3rd Battaiion were re-grouped arcund Bourg-leuf.



Compony & of the 5th Ranger Battalion, was attached to protect
the Regimental right flank,

Prisoners of war had reported imponding counter«attacks from
time to time in the last few days. Some confirmation appeared
when reports were received of the loss of some 2 companies of the
28th Infantry on our right. At 1900 hours an enemy patrel of 9
to 15 men penetrated to tﬁa rear of the lst Battalion CP, but were
driven off, One prisoner was taken and 8 of the enemy killed,

Almost immediately a counter-attack was launched in compyany strength
directed at the gap between A Company and the 23rd Infuntry and an-
other strong patrol attempted to penetrate between B Company and G
Companys By 2100 the attack was repelled. A Company killed about
15 Germans and captured 10, Our artillery destroyed about 60 more
as they retreated to thelr lines. Capt Cameron Clough, again
distinguished himself by remaining in command of his company from
1600 when he was temporarily blinded by frogments from a grenade
until 2200 when the area was quiet and secure., Capt Clough has
permanently lost the sight of one eye.

The outstanding incident of the doy ocourred same 500 yards due
south of the Regimental CP in the 27rd Infuntry sector. There in the
face of an attack by I Company of the 2rd Infantry, the enemy detone
ated hundreds of pounds of THT and ammunition stored in six pill voxes
Those who set off the explosions came over to our lines as prisoners
and & few minutes later a tremendous explosion took pluce followed
by several smaller explosions, Chunks of concrete two feet square
flew 700 to 300 yards and the whole Regimental CP area was showered

with debris, I Company suffered very large casualties and, as of
this writing, still listed 14 men as missing,



Casualties of the days Officers « 10 wounded in sotion.
Enlisted en - 109 wounded in aotion, Prisoners of war captured =
16,

30 August 1944

nemy resistence continued to exhibit a ferocity and determine
ation nnaurpnsaedxin this Regiment's experience in France. Bvery
yoad was c&vered wifh.machine gun and mortar fire and enemy artillery
fell throughout the period. The enemy had to be driven from their
dug in positions with bayomet and grenade. _

' The 1lst and 2nd Battalions resdjusted their lines. Company A
occupied two fields further to the east to close the gap existing
between us and the 23rd Infantry. The sm Battalion of that Regl-
ment was atiached to the Ninth at 1445, campany‘B occupled two
fields to the right rear while Company G moved south five fields
to close the gap between the 1lst and 2nd Battalions,

At 1215 hours the Ird Battalion attacked to clean out the
pocket holding up the right flunk of the kegiment, Very stiff
resistance wus met all along the line. \At 1330 hours the anahy
covnter-attacked betwesn the 3rd.Battalien and Company 2, 5th
Ranger Battalion, The Rangars =« numbering only 69 men repelled
the attack with prompt and sggressive counter-uction, suflering
5 casualties. At the end of the day, Company K had occupled all

the houses in BourgeNeufj; Companies I and L were echeloned to the
south facing wesnte
Casualtiess Officers « 2 killed in actiocn,

Inlisted Men « 11 killed in action, 1

2 wounded in action,

missing in action, 84 avacuated
(including 8 non-battle casualties), Prisoners of war taken - 29,

- 10 -
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‘ 31 hupust 1944 :
The day pessed without eny major operation mttempted. All a;; ;

f # 4%

front line compsnles continued in close contect, exschenging rifleé#f »
fire and granades with the enemy. The 3rd Battalion 23rd Infentry, moved
south several hundred yerds without reeistence to come abresst of our
front linee. Fnemy artillery continued to pound our positione but
the welight of the shelling diminished noticeably. ‘ortars end SP-
guns were sctive 8ll dey. At no point in the éector could our
patrols penetrate more then two flelds without ettrecting hesvy
machine gun fire. . |
Frisconer of Var informetion ellcited by Capt. Fodlesski, CC.
IPW Team #28, indiocstes that present front lines huie reached but
the first of threg Germen MLR'e. (ﬁoé IV Report 31 Aug 1944),
Cesualties - “nlisted Yen -~ 4 KIA, 23 SwA, 27 NBC. Replacements
received: 4 Cfficers, 129 EM,
Prisoners of VWer teken - 15.
As the month closed the strength df the “egiment hed dropped
to 2683 = and 140 Cfflcers end werrant Cfficer. During the month
which included only 12 daye of sctive operations end 6 more deys of

contect, casusltles were as follows,

: Cfficers : Enlisted

¢ 3 :
Killed : 10 : 128 '

) H : -
Younded and/or Evamcuated : g2 : 1837 3

: : t
¥iseing : 1 : 36 1

107 -]

TOtEl « @ « = = « o « « =« « « 2104
During the seme period 1826 replscements were received including
some 300 former member of the ﬁinth. returned from the hospital. 77
cfficer replacements were received. The ebove casuslty figures include
evacusted cases of epll descriptions. Reference 15 mede to the Medioal

Report, Hqs, 2nd Inf. Div., month of August for breskdown of these

e aaa
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31 Augﬁat 1944 continued

figures. Considereble Combat U"xhaustion evacustions first mede

their appearance in this third month of combat. A%t the close of

. the month some 50 men were in a rest csmp maintained in the

Regimental Resr to attempt to forestall some such cases and
rehgbilitate others.
Since D-Day the Ninth Infantry has suffered the following

casualtiest
s Officers s Enlisted =
A ? s )
Killed ] 22 H 324
8 s g
Wounded and/or Evacuated s 144 ¢ 3182
dissing
Totals : 166 3506 3

Grand Total ¢ 3672
Total Irison~rs of War processed through Regimental IF¥ Cege
for the month of August 1944 - 626,
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2nd INPANTRY DIVISION

HEADQUARTERS NINTH INFANTRY
IV APTER AGTION REPORTS'
| FOR SEPTENBER 1944

REPORTS AFT7TR ACTION « AFTRR ACTION REPORTS

; C £
Brest Carpaign (Cont'd) l "‘" i
1 September 19Lk |
At the begimning of the period the three battalions were on line seme six
miles north of Brests

the Third on the right, Second in the center and the Fipst
onﬂ’leleft.

The 1st and 2nd Battalions had breached the enemy main line of ree

sistance in the Kermao area and were holding while the 3rd Battalion oleared out
the German strongholds at Fourneuf and RBourgellguf,

Fourneuf, a key village adjacent to Bourg-Neuf, wa= riwmed with rillbvoxes
and emplacements which were blocking the advance of the 9th Infantry and the 121st
Infantry toward Brest snd which included emong its defending Ytroops the Lith Company,
7th Parachmte Regiment, and a platoon of the Bth Company of the aame regiment,

The assault on Fourneuf wes made by Comparyy I and Company L striking simlte
aneously at 1000 hours from positions northesst and east of the village,

I Company
attacked the prepared defenses frontally,

wmlghemmatmtosmlope the
snemy by adveneing south across the Fourneuf road and then west into the

o—() INT- € re

village,
The fighting, much of 1% at close range, with bayonsts, was so severe =snd

casualties on both sides so heavy that neither company achieved its objective
imediately, The - German grip on Fourneuf, however,

—
LA

was lossenad by the ferocity of th
attack and by subsequent artillery fire, and during the night the enemy withdrew,

At 'ourneuf the 1st Platoon of I Company was wiped out as a fighting unit,

Losses for the entire Batta¥ien during three days of fighting for Bourg-Neuf and Four-
ncuf were L5 officers and men killed mmd 110 wounded,
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Trenty-five German dead were counted around the Fourneuf defenses, Fifty-
seven CGermans who wishad to surrender but could not get through our intense fire gave
themselves up tounitsofthe9ﬂ11nfantzyontlnr1ghtgmsnrmndemd‘boco. K,

?‘oritshemianmdaidllinmashingtheﬂemanlimthem&ttaJimm
recomnended for a Distinguished Unit Citatdon, (The attached statement contains a com-
plete account of the Fournsuf - Bourg-Heuf operation, ) '

Casualtiest 1 Offfcer, 96 enlisted mens Replacemtnsts 12); enlisted men and 22
officers, See attoched monthly IFW Report for PW totals,

2 September 194

A1l battalions remained in close contact with the enemy, The 3rd Battalion
moved in to occupsFournsuf and the ground beyond, Against artillery, mortayr and
machine g’ fire, the 2nd Cattalion sparred for high grownd near Morlen, The 1st
Battalion, in the farthest advance of theday, reached the outsidrts of Kerven,
Mymﬁsmmofﬁnl"oumaufmad. an enemy ammmition dwap 2,000 yards to the
front was reported hit by our artillery, Casualtiess 56 enlisted men apd S officers,
Replacementst 237 enlisted men and 7 officers,

3 September 194}

Enemy withdrawal to the southesst continued, - The 2nd and 3rd Battalions
advanced south and west against comparatively light fire, %The 1st Battalion, ale
though encountering heavy machine gun fire, sent patrols south of Kerven,



Maring the day the 3rd Nattalion was ninched out by onr 2nd Yat+alion -
and by the lat Battalion of the 121gt Infantry, and retired to a rest area
‘near Gouesnon, st Penhoat. Casualties: EM 69, Ofricers 30. Replacements: EM
6h, Officers 15,

L Sept 1944

The advance now had reached a point where many buildings in Brest were
In plain view of our troops. Al day the lat Battalion was at grips with the
enemy around Cuataodon Chan, south of Kerven. At 2000 hours the i Battalion
#2s pinched out by the lst Battalion of the 30th Infantry and retired to the
rest arca. Our lst Battalion thersupon was attached temporarily to the 3%h
Regirent. Ca-ualtiest 2 L2, Cf~icers L. Replacementst EM 33, Officers 1.

S - 7 Sept 194} |

Upon completion of relief of 2nd Battalion, 9th Tnfantry, by the 3R8th
Infantry, at 050015 Sept l);, the 1st Bn Sth Tnfm ntry hacarme at*ached to the
38th Infantry,

Battalion CP was located at co-ordinates 9935-0335 map Franeas with "A"
Corpany on the left and "Mv Company on the right, "C" Company in reserva.
Front 11ine extended genarally along a line 989029--98),035, The Battalion was
in a defensive position in eclosa contact with the enemy and maintained contact
with nnits on beth flants by patrols. These units were the 1st and 2nd Yattale
ions of the 38th Inf ntry,

Frimary rmigeirn of the lst Pat'alion, Sth Inf ntrr was to keev close
contact with the enermv and support, by fire, the anticipated attack to be
made by the 38th Infantry. During the period of attachent the 38th Infantry
effected TOT eoncentrations and had propaganda broadcasts in which the 1st Bn
gth Infantry particinated. )

Rat'alion was relieved by 3rd Battalion 3%th Infantry and reverted back
to the Sth Infantry at 07150 Sert W)y at Fenhoat,

Camalties: M 'S, Officers 1. Replacerantgs ¢ 87, Officers 5.




BY RO[RD NARA, DATE__ _<£/2 /99

11 september 1944
The itegiment set out om the last lep to Brest, ultimate
objective in this cempaign. The plen wes f{or the 9th Infentry
to rellieve the 8th Infentry Division in e sector north of Brest,
and leaving the rest sree at Goﬁesnou, the Regiment moved fore
ward to an aséembly aree in the suburben districts of Kerleguer,
Lambegzelles nnd Mesmerien.
12 September 1944
The iegiment completed the task of relleving the 13th
Infantry end the 121st Infentry during the houre of derkness,
end during the rest of the day improved end agonsolidated
positions. Regimentel ¢. P. wes i@ved to Lambezellee, where
it remelned until after the fall of Brest. |
13 sSeptember 1944
Bettelion alignment was: First on the right, Third in
the Center and Second on the left. Fatrols from the let
Battelion reached the Fenfeld River line in fronmt of its sector.
A reinforced pletoon from "I" Company ogocupied houses in Kergost.
14 GSeptember 1944
Cpersations during this perica centered sround aggressive
night pstrols, which succeeded in reaching the stone-and-
sarthen wall thet surrcunds Brest. This enciént wall, dating
baek to 1680, gonstituted together with a thirty-foot diteh in

front of 1t, & difficult cbstecle for our troops.
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15 Sapt 194,

A 3rd Battalion patrel got writhin 7% yards of the wall before
bring stopped by artillery fire, while a 2nd Battalion patrol
reconncitered the wall 4n its sector. The 1st Battalion sent patrols
along the river. Harassing fire was now being delivered on Bragt 2)
hours a day.

16 Sept 194,

large fires along the river and inside the wall wers visible f‘rom
all O Po'se At 0900 hours 159 Russian soldiers who had been with the
German forces in Brest surrendored to " © " Company., These troops, al]
of them engamed in unloading supplies at the U=hoat pens, apparantly
wers distrusted by the Germans and were disarmed and sent to our uneq
under a white flag,

17 Sept 19))

The campaign reached its elimax with the entry of 9th Infantry
troons into Bregt, Fatréls had begun jJabbing at the wall and ditch
long before dawn, and activity increased at 1000 hours when four
corbat patrols, two each from the 2nd and 3rd Battalions, were sent
out with the mission of crossing the diteh and occupying high pround
between the ditch and a bluff just north of the Penfeld River. The
2nd Battd icon patrols reached the ditch in their sector, but were
pinned down by heavy enemy mértar, machine gun and fifle fire. Une
of the 3rd Battalion patrols was stovped by intense machine gun fire
also, but the second patrol, from " I " Company, pushed through to the

wall at the western bordar of the oity, 150 yards from a bridge across
the Fenfeld River,



The break-through came at ubout 1800 hours. 1 Coms,nyls wss=ult
platoons followed, «nd behimi them = short time later e.me K und I
Companies., 4s sool as all three compunies were inside the wall the
Battalion, in & eolwmn of cow wnies, begen a steudy sdvance into the
eity along the Penfield River.

In econtrast to some of the bitter fighting of the wonth-long siege
the sctusl bre&k~through was sccomplished without serious or;;osition,
Apparently surprised wund dishecptened by our finsi thrust, the Cermzans
made only a veak stand in PBrest usnd surrendered by the thoussnds., Oup
easuulties in the eity were light. By nigntfeli Com uny I, Spearne.ding
the sdvunce, h.d moved more than 100 yards beyond the brewch in the
vall,

For hours before the bre k-through 1 Compeny probed the western
defenses of Brest «ith  uirols. ihe first patrol, frow the .nd Plstoon
sdvaneced from Kerele, a com.unity 1,500 yards north of the eity, at Liu. .
hours, worked its way eust to = concrete roud-along the renfield River,
and then eut bauck toward Hrest as fur s the suburb of Kergoat, where it
was .inned dovm by m.chine gun fire, believed to hive couwe from aecross the
river. The mission of this patrol had been to et through the wall, dig
i and send 2 messenger boek to lead the lst Plotoon into Brest by the
sume route, The 1st Platoon ras walting in wl sres between Lergoat znd
Kerele. If this elin hud been successful, then the re 't of toe eoinpLy
stationed at Kér@}ﬁ, wag golig to move into the eity on the heels of the

1st Plutoon,




" While the patrol was still pinned down, however, the 1lst Platoon
was moved out at 1230 on Battalion order and advenced to Kergoat nesy
the patrol from the 2nd Platoon. There the 1st Platoon set up a def-
ensive position. The patrol rejoined the 2nd Platoon,

After the lst Platoon had secured a defensive position at Kergoat
the rest of the compsny moved in and occupied it, and the lst Platoon
went on 200 yards to the second hedgerow west of the wall,

From this new position the lst Platoon sent out a patrol with the
mission of finding a gap in the wall and reporting the location of it.

In this section the wall is relatively weak. Although made entirely of M
stone, it stands only about eight fect high and 1s between six 1ﬁehas |
and a foot thick., When it reached the wall, the patrol found a five-
foot gap, whieh apreared to have been torn by artillery fire. Theloe-
ation was reported, A ratrol thereupon was sent out from the £nd Platoon
with the mission of going through the gap into the eity. The mission

was aecomplished at about 1600 hours, .

When lst Lt. %illiam J. Ray, coumsnder of I Company, received word that
the wall huad been successfully breached, he ordered the lst Plataon
through the gap and began clearing the area for the advance of the rest
of the eompeny and the Battalion. One squad from the lst Platoon worked
along the river, unother along the wall., The rest of the eompiny mean-
while was moved up to the point outside the wallwhere the lst Platoon had
been,

The first enemy encountered %weére seventeen Germans in g tuniel a
short distanee inside the wall. They surrendered without a fight. From
& tunnel across the river, in the 2uth Division sector, machine gunsg fire&
on I Company. Fire was returned with a bazooka, and while Lt Ray was bring.

up rifle grenades for a heavier QGﬂQEKtPatiOﬂ{*the enemy fire ceased,
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and about eighty Germens came out and surrendered to a unit of
the 20th Division,

With this menace removed fram its right flank, the lst Plate
oon continued its advance along the waterfront., The chosen avenue
of a-proach was a long corridor bounded on the seuth by the river
and on the north by a high embankment containing tunnels used by
the Germans for hospitals and barracks. At 1900 hours the rest of
wIn Company moved through the wall, followed next by "K" Company
and then by "L* Compa y, and the Battallon advanced in a column of
sompanies in that order, | .

Some rifle and grenade fire wus encountered, but the.swarms
of prisoners conatituted the main barrier to swift advances The
Battalion was s8till advancing after dark more than 1,000 yards
from where it had entered the eity when a halt was ordered for the
night,

18 Sept 1944

The following extract from the Regimental Combat Report
dated 18 September 44 constitutes a complete record of the opere
ations of the Regiment on this last doy of combat for the month
of September: /{, Ay

By 172200 the Zrd Battalion had closed inside the Brest City/
wall after.its successful penetration at the junction of the wall
and the river described in 162200 Combat Report. Oceupying the
low ground to the south of the escarpment inside the wall, I and
K Companies were subjected to hand grenades and muchine gun fire
from thelr rear, The enemy there located numbered 250 and were
agyrmed with 30 machine gunn and several mortars, The Zrd Battalion

was ordered to resume the attack at 0900 hours from a line of
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departuie Just north of the 00 grid line (May: France 1/10,000,
Sheet: Brest),

The 2nd Battalion was ordered to oross the moat in their
secter and scale the wall prior te 180700 with two (2) companies,
Their mission was to drive the enemy from above described esocarp-
ment orior to the attack of the drd Battalion,

By 0820 the 2nd Battalion had successfully accomplished their
mission, All enamy resistance wus overcome,

1" Company, moving to the line of departure at daybreak met
no resistunce and established themmelves along s line Ng along raad
from 946994 by 0800. At that time “EK® gnd wp» Companies moved
through »I» Couwpany atiacuing scuth w th "K" Company on t‘né left
and "L" Company on the rightf “I® Compmny to OcCupy tne arsenal
at 945986 when tue otiner tso (2) companies reacned tue wall rumning
NE from 946987, fnemy resistance consisted of heavy of heavy
machine gun fire coming from buildings and ruins throughout the
gone of advance, "K® Company encountered particularly heavy fire
fron a pocket of German Paratroopers at 949997,

At 1200 hours elements of the tharee (3) rifle companies of the
3rd Battalion combing each blook through the 014 City of Brest were
approaching Nue Imile Zola bordering President Wilson Place on tne
northwest, A Parlimentary came througn the front lines under g
flag of truce with g mesage requesting the Commanding Officer of
the American troops in Brest to mest with the German Commander,

The emissary refused to deal with any officer of le sser rank,
Major William ¥ Kernan, 3rd Battalion Commanding Officer, with a
group of five (5) officers met the emissary outside the tunnel
entrance to the underground hospital at the hospital at 94859924




and waw led tiarough the hospital to the Regimental CP of the 7th
Paratroop Regiment which wee located in a concrete building at
ground level just of f President Wilson Place,

Colonel Erich Pletzonka and his staff were present. After
introductions, Colonel Pietzonka asked if Major Kernan ever heard
of him, He then continued the conversation by eomplimenting Major
Kernan on the #kill displayed by the American troops in penetrating
the German defenses. He stated that he had been surprised by the
firnal meneuver, He further stated something to the effect that
re-supply of arms had been landed in the 29th Division sector some
time previously in anticipation of an attack from that direction,
The Colonel expressed himself as willing to surrender but wanted it
clearly understood that he was not in communication with any of his
subordinate units and could not guarantee that his orders would
reach them, He warned of the possibility of some continued fighte
ing by isolated groups. He requested an acknowledgement that his
troops had fought honorably and upon being sssured that the negotiat-
ions were being conducted in good faith the following armistice terms
were agreed upons

(1) Both sides cease firing,

- (2) TFrench eivilians to be barred from the City of Brest until

German troops were evacuated,

(3) German troojys to be adequately guarded from French (Terr~
orists®, .

(4) All German able bodied troops to leave their arms in thetr
dugouts and assenble in President Wile-n Place at 1500 hours when a

formal surrender would be made,
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These preliminary negotiations werae concluded by 1250 hours
and itihe Colonel issued ﬁia orders. American officers and enligted
men were sent with German mesaongoie under & white flag to earry
the order to the various elements of the garrison of Brest, A
copy of tuis order and a translation taereof is attached,

Surrender terms were then negotiated subject to confirmation
by the by the 9th Infantry Regimental Commander, who was on hig
way to President Wilson Place, ”

Tae matters brougit up and agreed upon were as followss

(1) Colonel Pietzonka requested an acknowledgement that he
had fought honerably and accerding to the rules of war,

(2) Colonel Pietzonka reiterated his request that French
civilians be bared from the city untilAall German troops were evage
uated, | |

(%) Colonel Pietzonka requested that guards be put on all
hospitals, stating his fear of exces:ses committed by French "Terror-
ists". He reported large supplies of foodstuffis ang medical supplies
stored in the hospitals,

(4) Colonel Pietzonka requested that the women who had worked
around his Headquarters be given protection from the French and be
evacuated through US Army channels,

On these four points Hajor Kernan assured the 091anél that
his request were entirely in order,

At 1400, a mesagze was received through Captain Vernon T Adler,
Battalion Executive Officer, that Captain Heino Handl, Cormsnding
Officer, lat Bn, 7tn Puratroop Regiment desired to surrender to
Hajor Kernan, Captain Handl was told to renort in person to Cole
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Colonel C J Hirschfelder arrived at the CP at 1420, He
Confirmed the terms tentatively agreed upon and assured 0610;51
Pletzonka that he and his officers would be evacuated by motor
trangport with their personal buguage. Colonel Hirschfelder also
gave Lis consent to the separation of tne officers orderlies from
the ot.er zrisoners,

At 1450 Iajor General Robertson arrived at President Wilson
Plo.ce ond vwitnessed the formal surrender of the garrison of Brest.
Some 400 German prisoners had gathered in the square zand more
stresmed in as quickly as those were marched ofif to the I'w forward
collecting point, one difficulties were experienced in separating
- these teman orinoners sble to be evacuated through regular IPW
channels from the large number of Germans gatinered in the subterran-
ean honpital under President Wilson Place,

PWa evacuated through medical channels not tubulated, At
2120 2154 PYVs were evacunced through the IPV cage. Among these
captured wn3y & Marine Vice Admiral and stuff and the Com unding
Officer of the 7th Parachute Kegiment with Staff,.

Livisiuduni LON_OF

Qiibise BUN wdsuwcadilin Ji Dol GALLSON

Sector Fast 18.,9.44

1400 hrs.
TO ALL COMBAT TrAiSS
From the sector West cume the suggestion for a trvce., Amere
fcans penetrated into the heart of the City from 7West and North,
CT completely surrendered, A truce affecting all unite of the

Sector Tast 1s necessary at once, Am leaving the final decision
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to the individuel Combat Tesms. We, ot Wilson Squerre, &re powere
lese, If the occasiun negessitates it, destroy gll wespons and
asgenble at vwWilson LsQuaere at 1600 hra. e have performed our
dutles to the lsst.
Ha il fuehrer, Feople ang Fatherland:
S3lgned: PIE@ZGNKA,‘
Coloﬁel and'commanding Cfficer
. Sector Eaat.

A, the month eoncluded the Regiment was in the process of
moving up into an 8ssembly areas in the vicinity of St With, Province
of Melmedy, Balgium. Some 900 men travdlling on crgenic trahaport-
ation left Landerneau, Britteny on the morning of 27 Sgptember and
closed into St Vith on 30 September. The remainder of the Regiment
entrained during the night 27-28 september in 67 boxcers and two
coaches at Lenderneay. The first train arrived in Longuyon, Frence
&t 1600 30 s,ptember 44 ana the second trein olosed 1in during the
night.

The month will be remembered, of oo;rse, for the spectacularly
Buccessful cepture of Breet, for the mény prisoners ceptured and for
the bloodlessness of the final essult only eight men were killed
&nd seventeen wounded from 11 September to 18 September 1944, The

entire cempeign, however, cost in casueltles 1295 enlistea men and
55 offricers.
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OCTOBER 1944

At the beginning of the period the 9th Infantry, fresh from the victor;
at Brest, was on the way to Germany and the final showdown battles of the war.
The entry into Germany on 4 October 1944 came almost 25 yeare after the Regi-
ment, travellins the same general route throuzh Luxemburg and Belgium, had

first entered Germany after the Armistice in November 1919 as part of the

Army of Occupation.

. Between the surrender of Brest on 13 §eptember'and the arrival of the Regi-
ment on the Siegfried line on 4 October the days were devoted to rest, reorgan-
jzation and travel. The movement to Germeny began when the advance detail left

landernau, near Brest, by vehicle on 26 September at 0800 hours. The organic

transportation, under the command of Major Frank E. Ball, crossed the I.P. on

Ww

27 September at 0820 in two serials composed of five march units. Nine hundred ()
o

officers and men, including personnel of the 2nd Medical Battalion, travelled i
in this convoy, which made the trip of more than 575 miles in these stages: ?;Z;
1st Day landernau to St. Aubin =t

2nd Day St. Aubin to Chateauneuf |

d Day Chateauneuf to St. Quentin

4th Day St. Quentin to Schonberg, Belgium —. g

. 7/

The trip was accomplished without an'accident.-There_were only four mechan—
ical breakdowns and all tﬁe vehicles that started the,tfig closed into St Vith

e

with the column.
The bulk of the troops travelled most of the Wayigs Germany by rail, leav-
ing landernau in two trains on the nizght of 27 September. The trip was made in

Worl& War I style’
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in Forty-and-eight boxcars - 40 Hommes, 8 Cheviaux - with 34
men to the car,

The first day drief stops weré made at Rennes and lLeMans,
The second day the troops had a distant view of Paris, The third
day, 30 Seﬁtember, they passed through World War battlements

around Verdun and arrived at Longuyon 1in Northeastern France,

“terminus of the rail journey. From the station a steep and

slippery 2% mile march was made to fields above the town where
the night was passed in bivouac,
1 October
At 1300 hours the Regiment left Longuyon by motor convoy
for Schonberg, Belgium, a distance of about 100 miles, A1l
through Luxemburg and Belgium the troops were cheered by Sunday
crowds lining the streets of towns and villages, By nightfall
the Regiment was encamped in thick pine forests above Schonbefg,
in the sight of the hills of Germany three miles away,
2 -3 Octoﬁer
The Regiment remained in bivouac above Schonberg preparing
to relieve the 8th Infantry and elements of the 12th Infantry,
4th Division, along an 8,000-yard sector of the Siegfried Line.
4 October o
The Regiment entered Germany, First to leave the Schonberg
bivouac, at 0330 hours, was a motor column of weapbns carriers and
prime movers of the Third, First and Second Battalions in that
order, In the same order the troops crossed the I. P at'OAOO’on

the seven-and-a-half-mile march to the front line, It was still

dark when they. passed the border,

”
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Rain had turned the roads into bogs, and the troops; struggling under full
equipment, toiled through darkness and drizzle up one steep hill and down the
next, Many of them said afterward that the march into Germany was the most

stremious ordeal of its kind they had experienbod in Europe,
By 1130 the Regiment had completed relief of the Lth Division units., The

sector it now occupied, primarily as a holding force, ran in a north-south line
through the pine farests of the Schnee-Eiffel Mountains, forming a salient be-
tween Task Force X on the left (north) and the 38th Infantry on the right. Our
aligmnent. was Second Battalion on the léft., First Battalion in the Center and
Third Battalion, less K Company, on the right, K Company and Cannon Company were
attached temporarily to Task Force X, The Regimental C, P, was moved /from
Schonberg to Schlausenbach, Germany, a farming village from which the inhabitants
had been evacuated.

Along most of the line open areas, in places two or three thousand yards
wide, separated our MLR from the enemy MLR, Within our lines were more than two
dozen Siegfried pillboxes previously wrested from the Germans, some of which
were used as C. P's, by the Battalions and certain companies,

The pattern of deployment down through the companies, platoons and squads
was influenced by the location of dugouts, pillboxes and foxholes previously
used by the Lth Division.\ These positions, however, were promptly and constantly
expanded
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and strengthened and tiic outwost line changed. ./ith considerably fewer men
to hold the saue area, every terrain feature had to be used to the best possible
advantage. It was impossible to construct a MLR of interlocking bands of fire,
or even to maintain a defensive line that could be continuously observed.

The general trace of the Rerimental positions ran along the Schnee-iiffel
ridge line, but almost every company was compelled to situate itself around the
forward slopes of subsidiary ridge lines or shoulders running aﬁ right angles to

the main line. Deep draws between these shoulders were constantly used as routes

.of approach by enemy patrols. Conseguently as will be noted by referring to the

attached Situation Overlays, a line drawn from north to south connecting every
outpost would present a scalloped effect.

One of tne difficulties imposed by the extreme;y large sector was the crea-
tion of wide gaps between the outposts. Initially because_of these gaps and of
the thick woods, small eneny patrols were able ﬁo infiltrate to the very center
of our positions without too rmch difficulty. As a result all positions were
constructed as independant islands of resistance prepared for all around defense.
At night the outposts buttoned up and readied themselves to repel attacks from
any direction. Concurrent with the extensive building program instituted in the
second week of occupation of these positions was a similarly intensive progranm
of laying tactical and proﬁective wire all along the front. In the extensive gaps

that could not be covered by fire, booby traps, anti-personnel mines and trip

flares were installed to impede the enemy and alert our out-
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Postse 3By thie ead of the month theovsands of yardg or 22rbad vipe nag

Qo otrung and nundred of alnes lzid. 7T0ot:zl amouat or wire CT-F
s . S O L 2t vp- _— s & e < s ~ v B oy T - S ~
cin l: ctrana, 1490 Yards; two strinds, 2950 J=rds; tnores or four ctre

3

2ads, 24850; single apron, 825 yerds; double apron, 575 yards; number
of yarde covered by concertina, 13,079, folloving are flgures on
other obctzcles: 115 fleres with trin wire; 711 fraezmentatlon grenzdes
vith trip wire; 332 antl-tank mines, 54 one-half pound blocks of THNT,
Plztoons on outpost duty were rotated every 24 hours.,
an additional difficulty encountered was the curlous composition
of th2 soll which held moisturs close to.the surface of the ground in
hizgh 25 well as low areas, Thick, sticky mud rendered parts of the few
small roads escential for gudvly almost'impassable. EZnglneer 3squads
were kept constantly busy maintaining the rocds, filling holes and ruts
and laproving forsst natns that had not bsen used in =2 long time,

German unitis knocwn to be defsnding the Siesfried Line along the

\0O

th Infantry sector were the onad S8 Panzer Grenadisr Divizion znd the
5th and 11lth 94iF Fortress Sattalions, unpits recruited from Luftwaffe

personngl. Durinz+thne zonth an undetzrmined numbsr of SS troops were
rsplzced by Volk Zrenadilers,

(Casualties: 12 non-battle

(Priconers takens: 6)

5 Octobher —

&)

4s enemy pz=trols probed the First Battzlion area, the work of

(

izproving =nd recrzgenlzing positions was begun in earnest all along

tne line, and our own p2trols vere Organlzed and vigorcus patrolling

'schedules ovut into effect,

On orders from Regiment each Battalion organized & Ranger Platoon

conslsting of one officer, one non-commissioned officer and 15 privates,
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These tlatoons vere ilazced under the supervision of tine Battulion S-B.‘
Relieved of &1l responsibility, except their own local security, and
reserved for patrol work alone. Members of the platoon were separately
billeted and fed wherever possible. Night patrolling was done by
Rangers only.

Each rifle comﬁany was Instructed to designate for patrol work
one officer, one non—commissioned'offieef aﬁd.five privates who could
be called upon to supplement or replace members of the RangerlPlatoons
if more officers and men were needed. Until called, however, they
remained in their respective units and were used for daylight patroll- .
ing. |

Regiment estzblished the following as the minimum patrolling
schedule:
Daylight

a. Battalions with three compenies on line - one combat petrol.
and two reconnaissance patrols daily.

b. Battalions with two companies on line - one combat patrol
and one reconnalssance patrol daily.

c. Contact and security patrols to the flanks and between the
outpost line end the Battsalion C P.

Night

Each Battalion was to send its Ranger Platoon on a mission ezch
night.

Contact patrolsvto the flanks were maintained.

Missions of combat patrols, both day and night, were announced

by Regimental Headquarters, with special missions ordered on recommen—

dation of Battalion Commanders. Missions of reconnalssance patrols
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vere anncunec~d by Battalion Command-rs,
(Casualties: 9 non-battle)
6 Octcber
Znemy patrols gttempted to infiltrate through the lines of the First and
Second Battalions, =nd in on~» of the day's skimishes B Corparmy killed two Germems.
(Casualties: 2 killed, 8 wounded, 28 non—bat+le)
7 Octoter
Suprorted hy brisk artillery and mortar fire, an enery force estimated at
between one and two companies attacked E 2nd F Commany outposts at 1200 hours,
capturing 9 men and wounding several others. The main blow fell on E Company outposts.,
Siv men of the 2nd Platoon who were in the outpost nearest the enemy were surround-
ed nnd captured tocether with three men of *he 3rd Platoon who were working on 2 new
outnost lins zlos2r to thas cormanyls MR -n- stood their oground and foucht vhen the

fat

=)

attack came., Th the men in them was not knorm definitely until the next

)
[
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Ap vhen the Zermans dron~ed nrepacanda lezflets nomine them 28 prisoners ~nd say-

3
N

¢

ing they ware baing well +treated, The leaflets vrewe addresced to the "Guys of the
ond Inf antry Division.™

A sharn counter-att=zck by our forces vzs made later in the .E Comrany sector.
(See 10 Cctoher,)

In a skirmich with a for"ty-man‘patrol that infiltrated its sector at 0320
and wés repulsed Company K suffersd four casualties, including one man killed.
taken,

By this time rapid progress wa= being made in .providing for the troops the
most comforts and amenities possible under the circumsiancese.

With steady rains already falling, =a2n extensive program of log-shelter-
building was ordered as an es=entiz2l safegusrd of the health of the troops, who

otherwise would have had to go on living, perhaps through winter months, in fox-

holes, sometimes in water inches deep., The Regiment provad to be rich in log-

\
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czbin architects and improvisers, and slowly the forest took 'on

the eppearance of a boom town of log command posts, log kitchens,
log squad rooms, log drying rooms and various elaborate log shel-
ters with tin or tile roofs and clay chimneys. Squad shelters
usually had sleeping space for four men, with members of the squads
taking turns sleeping in them at night in the order of their rotat-
ion on guard duty. When the Regiment first wegt on_the line two-
man foxholes were standard. In building the log shelters, howeve:,
it was decided to permit accoﬁmodations for four men for reasons of
comfort and morale., At the outposts were log covered dugouts in
which men coﬁld sleep while not on guard and from which they could
fight.

The work of building log shelters was long and arduous. Trees
had to be felled, cut into logs and carried to where they were need;
ed. The sound of axes rang through the forest from daylight to dark,
“and at times; the area resembled a lumber camp as much as a battle
line., As an example of the size of the task, the First Battalion
was felling more than 400 trees a day at the height of its building

program,

-

But the shelters were not the only new comforts. Inside
showers were installed in a house and barn at Schlausenbach, and
each day 180-men were brought back to use them., _From the showers
the men could go to a moving picture, the first of which; ¥Stars
on Parade,® was shown on this day. A rest camp wi th beer,.iceAq:ean,
cards, books, radio, showers and barber shop was opened by the 2nd
Division at Vielsalm, Belgium; with a.ccommodations sufficient to
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ellow the Regiment to send 1Z5 men and six officers at a time
for 48-hour visits. Further comfort was on the way in the form
of sleeping bags. (One thousand were issued on 18 October).

Concurrent with new comforts, however, were the inevitable
shortages and inconveniences imposed by long‘supply iines. Bread
and coffee were scarce for a few days, and the cigarette situation
was critical during most of the month. |

S§-2 reported: W"Enemy artillery and mortar fire for the
period was the lightést yet encountered.”

Casualties: 1 killed ‘
- 5 wounded
10 non-battle)
9 October

At 0300 a l2-man German patrol infiltrated the X Company
sector and reached a point about 1,500 yards from the Regiﬁental
C.P. All personnel at the C.P. were alerted, but the patrol
was repulsed by K Company's .50-calibre machine guns,. Three

Germsns were believed to have been wounded.

%Casualties: 4 wounded
6 non—battle)

10 October
A Second Battalion combat patrol consisting of twelve men
from E Company, six men from G Company, four men from the Batta-
lion intelligence section_and'a mortar observer lashed at the
enemy in the E Company sector, wipipg out a German outpost, kill-
ing or seriously wqunding eleven men armd capturing four others,
two qf whom were wounded., One member of the patrol was killed

and another wounded.
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The enemy outpost had been discovered earlier in the dey by o six-
man patrol from E Company.

Casualties: 1 killed, 1 wounded and 9 non-battle.

11 - 18 October

These were days of patrol warfare along the regimental front.
Reconnalssance patrols ranged through the forest observing enemy
dispositions, listening for enemy sounds, spotting enemy gun em-
placements, seeking out enemy mine fields. Ambush patrols pounced
on unwary Germans and brought them back fdr questioning. Combat
patrols Jabbed at enemy lines, attacked machine guns, battled enemy
patrols. Total casualties for the eight days were: 9 missing, 21
wounded and 88 non-battle. 10 prisoners teaken.

(Lt Col H. K, Wesson, Commanding the First Battalion, was fat-
ally wounded by an anti-personnel mine while inspecting positions
on 13 October. He died on 15 October.)

19 October

L great increase in enemy artillery was noted. From 1515 to
1530 the Second Battaiion area received nine rounds. Between 50 and
60 rounds landed in the rear of L Coupany and &5 in the rear of I Co-
mpany soon after 1800. Fifty rounds were hurled at C Company at
zbout the same time, causing two casuslties. Throughout the day 62
rockets were fired into the First Battalion area and caused four'cas-
ualties. Artillery fire was preceded by long-range machine gun
tracer fire believed to have been used for target disignation.,
Casualties: 1 missing, 6 wounded and 12 non-battle.

20 October |
Enemy artillery fire decreased. At about 1100 hours 25 rounds
- 10 -



landed along the front betvween L Company ana C Company. Threé roﬁnds
each were recelved by the First and Second Battalions between 2215 and
2320, Sixteen rockets were fired into A Company area at 1045. No
casualties were reported caused by this shelling.

L Comgany petrols observed Germens building log shelters.

At 0230 two men from M Company were wounded and one man was killed
when one of them stepped on an enemy mine-and-dynamite charge in a road.
Casualties: 1 killed, 1 missing, 3 wounded and 10 non-battle.

21 October ‘

German flying bombs, of the type .used against.London, passed
over the Regimental sector, some of them directly above above the.
Regimental'C. P. They continued on their way, however, and caused
no damagg in the immediate vicinity. On this first day of their app-
ecrance on this sector eight bolmbs were counted. Others ceame over
on subsequent days. | |

The first group from the Regiment to be given 48-hour furloughs
in Paris left by truck at 0730. The group consisted of one Officer
and sixteen enlisted men. Other groups of about the same number left
every two days during the rest of the month.

Enemy mortar fire was considerable,

Various indicatioﬁs of increased enemy activity were noted,
particulafly on the First Battalion front. Sounds of enemy vehicles
and of chopping and digging were heard through-out the day, and at
1120 the Third Battalion 0. P. reported a German light tank headed

southward. Casualties: 1 wounded and 13 non-bgttle.



22 October
* A Second Batizlion patrol engaged six Germans in a fire fight and estimated
th=at four of thenm were viounded, Two Germans were knovn to have been wounded by
an L Compamy patrol. Enemy mortar fire continued, Casualties: 2 wounded and
3 non-battle,
The folloving "Estimote of Enemy Situation” presents a good illustration of
the nature of the opposition faced by the Regiment at this time:
HZADQUARTERS FIRST BATTALION
NINTH INFANTRY
APO #2, US Arr
22 October 194
Subjects Estimate of Enemy Situation

To Cormmanding Officer

Ninth Infantry
APC 2, US Army

Enemy information gained thus far indicates the ~robable enemy CPLR runs
on a line 053867-055¢8630-05208615-058855-05858L85-05758L65-01:3581470-CL508L75-
oLL8li7-0L258130,

To substantiate +his estimatinn we have the followine fantual repcrts fo
rresent, For 2 nore cormrehensive understanding of our picture w2 have nartitioned
our battalion area into three distinct sectors, mamely, left, center and right.

Considering the 127t sector first, we begin at our left flank boundary
~here we find an enemy outpost on the hill at 05L88&6. The following activity hes
been revorted on or in the vicinity of this hill.

(1) Or Oct. 11 an¥ A Co. patrol observed nine men eating at 05686L; (2)
On Oct. 18 nine enerry 2t ORLCOEAEE fired on an A Co. matrol and 12 more encriy <rere
seen on the eastern slope of this hill. A dead enemy vras found the same.-day at
0525£6553 (2) On Oct. 1l an anti-tank gun w=s observed at 0538665 by the 2nd
Battalinn; (L) Oct. 19 enery small arms fire was heard at 056865 by an A Co patrol;
(5) On Oct. 20 an A Co patrol re-orted eneny rifle firs 2t 05358550,

Trine un trith the troons at this ‘strongnoint are the troops (estimated at
three nlatoons) bivouaced in tha woods 0560F635-061862 vhere 1l wisns of smoke vwere
seen by a Co A patrol October 15. Confirming this information, on Oct. 16 another
A Co matrol counted 12 wisps of smoke in these troods. :

Consistent nescative reports by patrols indicated that the triangle of
ground formed by the o creeks coming to a junction at 055863 is not occwpied by
the enemy, nor is the wooded mart of the ridge running generally from OLBEE1-055862,

Hovrever, the road fork at 056862 is covered by a squad of men and a machine
gun 2s indicated by the following revorts; (1) On Oct. 9 an A Co. patrol saw
enemy chopring wood at 0558623 (2) On Oct 12 2n A Co patrol saw four enemy along
the thin striop of woods at 05608625 and 05608l;203 (3) On Oct. 13 an A Co patrol
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1:311ed ar =ennded thrae eromy at CE55RH30 and sawr saven other encry here, . The matrel
w5 fired en by a machine min at 07hA62,  In addition *he ratrel heard chopring at
057086253 (L) The rancer patrol of oct. 17 was fired on by one machine gun, four
rifles at 05558615, ‘

From here we move enst in our sector and find a reinforced platoon holding
dovm the reverse slore defense along +the ridge from 053861-058855, Ve base this on the
folloving information: (1) On Oct 15 a patrol from A Co saw three enemy at O5L861
in dugouts, and three going to a cabin, a CP, at 05308610, The patrol heard voices
of 20 or more men and consider-ble chopping at 05508615, (2) Adding to our infor-
matien, on Octe 16, on A Co patrol sow 10 men enter and leave +wo dugouts In the
field 2t 05861, The patrol nlso saw machine gun emplacements at 05158615 »nd
05758595, This patrol also reported a machine gun at 057858, in addition to the
other two previously reported. Four morsenemy were seen at 056858 by this patrol.
(3) Providing information for thes fourth lmowm machine gun is the report of Co Als
outpost of Oct 10 telling of machine gun fire at 057855, ) '

Further indicating that there are troovs dug in on this reverse slone are
the following reports: (1) On Oct. 16 Co B reported 10 enemy fires at 058855
(2) On Oct 11 Co B patrol heard eight voices at 056857; (3) Co B patrol on Cct 20
heard 20 or more Voices at 084857 and small armms fire from here, An A Co patrol on
Oct 20 confirmed this report; (L) A Co. patrol on Oct 20 heard wood chopping at 056857
and a rifle shot fron OSﬁOBéOS. In addition ther saw five enery crossing the field
at 06058595 and heard more chorping of wood at 05658590; (5) Voiceswere heard by
B Co. patrol on Oct. 10 ~+ 058656,

One strip of the ridee is mined and borbed wire has been instzlled in some
places. On Oct. 16 A Co's outpost saw two enemy laying mines at 0578%6 and an en=ry
laying berbed wire on Oct. 19 in the seme vicinity, Oct 21, enemy was heard hammer-
ing at stzkes here. '

Vie now turn to the center of our sector where we have found relatively
1ittle enery activity. We do ¥mow the enery has a rart-time listening nos®t at
05385!1. In two instences we have’observed one or two enemy observirg here, only to
find the wooded draw vacated the folloving day by natrols.

On Oct & 2 Co B patrol sa three enemy in this draw and on Oct 10 ancther
B Co patrol saw two enemy here. , However, on Cct 11 the draw wes found not occupied
by B Co patrol. On Oct 13 two (2) enemy were again seen in this draw, but again 2
ranzer patrol found no enemr here on Oct 1k. :

The roed at 057850 is used as a suprnly route for the enemys' reverse slope
defense, ard traffic has been heard on it at various tires. On Oct & a B Co patrol
heard a heavy truck on this road, while on Oct 10 another B Co patrol reported two
trmicks and one motorecycle on this road. On Oct 1l B Co again reported traffic on
this road. '

‘ A B Co patrol which spent the entire days of Oct 15 and 17 on the hill at
0516l reported no activity in the draw at 05325l;, but sazw one man come out of
Yascheid and nick vegetetsbles at 056851, -

Wascheid is the nrobabls supply roint and aid station for the enemy on
onr 1eft and the commmications trench running from Yizscheid along the draw at
055817 to 0LAZELTO to suprly the enemy on our right, The trench was usad by 15
enemy to go to and from Wascheid Oct. 15 and 17. In addition, B Co has seen sugnlies
and litters carried back and forth along this trench every day since we have gene
into position.

On our right flank we find another strongpoint arcund the hill at oLéslLs,
manned by a company, less one platoon. An outrost and observation post is set up
across the draw at OL38L6 in the woods at ol)i8Lli, Five machine guns are knovm to
be at this strong point; one at OLACELTS commanding the draw at 0L68Los second at
0L58L7 cormanding the road net at 047084753 a third at OLL8LE commanding the draw.at
oLL8L6 commanding a draw at 0L358L60: and the fourth and fifth at oLi78LL and 0LBO-

8385 respectively for harrassing fire purposes.
' -13 - , ' . s



23 October
Reconnaissance patrols were active on both sides, Enemy
artillery fire deceased, K Company left Task Force X and return-.
ed to the control of the 9th Infantry. The ccmpany was plaoed in
Teserve.- . | |

2Casualtiea: 1 wounded
4 non-battle)

24 October

Enemy patrols were very active, and enemy artillery fire,
some of it believed to have been from long-range guns, was con-
siderable, although it caused no casualties,

An enemy patrol worked its way to within 25 yards of B Com-
pany's first outpost and fired on the contact patrol. The Germans
withdrew, however, when brought under fir e, Guide lines between
B amd C Companies were found cut in several places,

At 1245 An A Company patrol engaged in a fire fight with an en-
emy forcé, losing one man and capturing two wounded Germans. Both
of the prisoners died soon afterward. An I Company patrol killed
three Germans and possible wounded a‘fourth.

Cannon Company returned to the control of the 9th Infantry.

Casualties: 2 wounded

9 non-battle - = -
1 missing)
25 October

Enemy artillery was active. At 1130 27 rounds of artillery

and mortar fell in the First Battaiion area. At 1760 12.rounds

fgll in A Company a;ea.- The Sechd.Battalion reported four cas-

uelties caused by more than 30 rounds received during the period.
- 15 -



At 0940 B Company's No. 2 outpost reported six enemy
approaching. A combat‘patrol was dispatehed from C Company,
flanking the Germans and kiiling one of them bYefore the eneaxny
withdrevw, .’ .
| At 1115 a First Battalion :econnaissance patrol waa ambuah-
ed by a group of six'or eight_Germans, who opeaed fire with two
machine pistols, The patrol returned the fire, and the enemy
withdrew with one man known to have been wounded. |

Casualties: 1 missing |
5 wounded
7 non-battle)
2g Octobei‘_ ‘ _

The Regiment received the severest artillery shelling it
had yet encountered in Germany‘and one of the severest it had
encountered since landing in France on 7 June, The fire appa:-
ently was timed to catch our troops While-they were supposedly
congregated for breakfast. ) .,

Between 0600 and 0820 appreximately 965 rounds of artlllery
and mortar fell in the Second Battalion area. .Two hundred rounds}
fell in the First Battalion area between 0645 and 0745, of which
100 rounds landed in A Company area between 0645 and 0705. There
ﬁere_nomind;cations that the Germans plaﬁhed to attack under

cover of the artillery, and the shelling made no marked difference

in the casualty trend. (see figures below).
The Th:rd.Battallon was relieved by the attached 27th Armored
Infantry Bat?a}ion and went anto Division ;eserve”inuarres@ area

near the Division C. P. st St. Vith, Belgium., The Battalion was

- 16 =



billeted with civilians in three villages, Born, Medell and
Meyerode.

The 27th Armored Infantry Battalion kept one company in
reserve 1n case of attack anywhere along the regimental front.
This company was acquainted with routes into each company area
so that i1t could move swiftly to any point that might be threatened.
Casualties: 1 killed, 5 wounded and 10 non-batitle. 2 Prisoners
taken.

. 27 October

Enemy artillery fire was again heavy. Between Q650 and 0725
151 rounds of heavy mortar and artillery fire fell in the/Second.
Battalion area. Twelve more rounds fell at 1145 and between 60
and 70 landed in the interval from 1212 to 1227. From 0645 to
1225 85 rounds fell-in the First Battalion area. Of these 40
rounds landed in A Company area and around the Battalion Aid Sta-
tion between 0645 and 0700, Fifteen réckets landed in C Company
area at 1225. As a result of the shelling the First Battalion
suffered five casualties, including one man killed.

Enemy night patrols were actiye.

Casualties: 3 killed, 4 wounded and 11 non-battle.

28 October o

Enemy artillery continued to fall throughout the regimental
sector, most of it landing in the First and Second Battalion areas.
Sixty-two rounds of rocket and mortar fire fell in the First Bat-
talion area during the day and 88 Mortar and artillery rounds in
the Second Battalion area, | |

A seven-man enemy patrol ram into a Second Battalion ambush

- 17 -



and the two scouts were fired on and believed killed.,

Cesualtiess 1 wounded
5 non-battle

29 October

Enemy artillery lessened considerably. Forty rounds of
rocket and mortar fire fellin the First Battalion area and ten
in the 27th Armored Infantry Battalion area.

An ambush patrol<from B Company fired on four Germans at
1945 and estimsted that three of them were wounded.

(Ccasualties: 5 non-battle)

" 30 October |

Enemy artillery was limited to scattered rounds, most of
them landing at night in the First and Second.Battallon areas.

A First Battalion patrol engaged six Germans in a fire fight,
and all the enemy were hit.

(Casualties: 9 non-battle)

(Prisoners taken: 1) ]

‘ Si October B

No enemy artillery was reported and only scattered rounds
of mortax. Enemy activity was generally quiet during thé night.

2Casualties:' 1 wounded
2 non-battle)

Total casualties for Octobér were:

Killed 10
Wounded 72
Missing & 23
Non-battle 268
57

Replacements received, all former members of the Reglment-_
60 Officers - 371 Enlisted Men. | '
-18 -



Twenty-five prisoners were taken during fhe month

For the Regiment October was a month of readJustmeht from_
the hedgerow and house-to-house fighting of former cappaigns to
the mountain and forest warfare of the Siegfried Line; a month
of solidifying positions, training new men, feelihg out enemy
strength and dispoéitions, building up supplies and»of prepar-
ing shelters to protect the troops from cold and rainy weather..
Octobef was a month of unusually heavy rains. As the period
ended morale was excellent, and tﬂe Regiment was-ready forvwhat-

ever mission it was to be given in the drive through Germany.

- 19 -
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November on the 9th Infantry sector cf the Siegfried Line
in Germ'my was a month of contending alternately with deep
snow, thick mid and heavy rains and of constant give-and-take
war with the enemy, in which thc Regiment, as usue=l, gave more
than it took. It was a month that for t‘he older members arcused
memories of the 193 winter mansuvers at Watersmeet, Vich.

The Regiment throughout November continued to hold the
sector 3t had taken cver on l October in a pine forest along
a ridge of the Schnee-Eifel Meuntains. ‘his sector at mid-
month wes a2 scene that might have been 1-:>orrcrvred from = painting
of the winter at V2lley Ferze, a scene of small grouns cf
scldiers huddled around fires that ould be built by day, of
guards standing at their posts in snovf severaf.!. inches deep,
of men chopning logs for their cabine and shelters.

Patrols roamed the forest by night and day attacking
German outposts, reccnroitering German rositions, amhushing
German patrols. Manv of these Gsrman patrols were clad in
white camouflage uniforms. Our patrcls experimented with
wearing ﬁlli;iength white underwear over regular uniforms.

The period in which the ground was coversd With snow vas
frem © November to 20 November. o

While our artillerv fire increzsed steadily in intensity
dnring the month, the 9h Infantry crammed 1liberal doses of
machine gpun, mortar and 10Smm howitzer harassing fire down the

enemy's throat on an expending daily schednle. For exarple,

the mumber of .50—calibre machine gun rounds fired on this

N




schedule increased from 350 on 1 November to 20,000 rounds

on 23 November, The number of all types (heavy, light, white

phosphorous) of 8lmm mortar rounds rose from 100 on 1 November
to 559 on 18 November, In the same period the number of 60mm

rounds of harassing fire rose from 100 to 313,

Harassing fire was controlled by Regiment, In the case
of the .50-calibre machine guns, three firing positions were
established at strategic points, ten gtns in each, and could
be fired in battery. To achieve high concentration of fire
all guns of one position fired in battery on the same target.
In this manner the cone of dispersgion covered a sizable area.
When firing positions were active at the same time,targets
were selected in such a way that the cones of fire from all
positions constituted one continuous concentration. #iring
times changed from day to day.

On 11 November the time was 1100 hours. While an
Armistice Day artillery barrage thundered overhead, the 9th
Infantry saluted the occasion @ th 20 .50-calibre machine gun,
rounds per gun, 8 +30-calibre machine gun rounds per gun, 18
81lmm rounds per mortar, 27 60mm mortar rounds per mortar and
6 105mm howitzer rounds per gun, all fiiéd on known or suspected
targets. The enemy's first reaction was 6 rounds of 80mm mortar
fired at A Company. Other rounds of enemy mortar and light

artillery landed soon afterll00 hours in the areas of E, C,

L and F Companies.



Ruz- horbs, firvst masn ovar the 9th Infrntry secter on 21 Cetober,
fell in considarable mumbor in and zroun? “he arss during toverber, caué— 2
mg no rcasunliias ad enly minor damnre, One o0° tham srashed on 22 '?-Tovéﬁbef
after pasting throuwsh 2 cone of our S0-calibre mechine gun herassing fire,
On 12 Noverber 2 trailer and i%s contenits, includinz four ¥l rifles, sev-
erzl nistols and a pair of binoculars, viere demazed by a comnz;eSﬁ.ed air
t:ml' that hurtled to earth tehind the 2nd Bat 110n Feﬂdouarters Company
mess affzr the bomb, of yhich it was a part, had crash@d in F Comp 2ny *Tlth-
out. exploding. The first of the bombs to land in ‘the area struck near the
Aw7 road 700 yards vrest of the Regimental C, P. in Schlausenbach at 2305

on 1 November, Glass in the transom over the C, P. dnor was broksn hy the

blast and windows were blovm out in +the mess hall situated in a barn

nearby,
This was only the beginninz of %roukle for C. P. nersonel, however,

as the Zermans tock to shelling Schlausenbach spasmodically throuchout he
month princivally during the hours of darkness, Five shells l=nde< in the
C. P. 2rea in the early hours of 5' November, On the night of 16-17 November

15 shells wers fired at the village, and these were followed by =znother 12

S
nﬂq

between 2200 and 2300 hours on 17 Fovember, A more severe shelling oceurred
hefore dm’n on 21 November, Twenty-five 105mm rounds sl -mm=d into Schlau-
senbach, ripring down wrires -end shatiering windowg, including thoss in the
C. P., ma3cage center, 2nd Solonel C.-Y. Hirschfelder's house., Ope shell

crashed through the roof




2i a3 o 'y owile, & osgued cf v I. emd . zagtoon wre guertovraed
end exnleded in ev unoccupled seccnd-floor bedrcom. Iien 8leepling in

en gdjcining room were not injured. A short distence away auother siell
deze~ed the jeep of the I.P.W. Teem. Toward the end of the month a few
shells lended in the C.P. eree during deylight hours.

Yone of the ehellings cesused cesuecltles. Living querters were
sendbecred, end, with en eve tc possibly grever meesures by the despe-

. ~

reve eneny, end &lr-reld waerning. slren was instelled ocutside the C.P.
on-20 Yovember.

The cellousing work the men ¢f the Sth Infentry performsd in
Cctober building log shelters paid off in ovember in divldends of conm-
fort end health. Then the snocw ceme the Re;iment wes prepered for 1t

with wern squed shelters, pletoon drying-rooms, well srotected dugouts,

“owsver, the tesk of previding comfortetle shelters did not end

4

with Cctcber. Allduring icveamber the men ¥

O
1~

rzed to iapreve end rein-
proof treir shelters and to bulld new cn2s where the o0ld red proved
inecdequete. Chinks between logs were Tilled with mud. Extentions viere
built. 'ells were lined with cesrdbosrd from the Zitchen end buttressed

by 3irt-filled ammunition toxes, znd floors end csilinze were mede out

m
jon
@
t
B
D
'_J
Lo

bk J

of -szlve;ed lumkber. ;1&1 css tipes of imoroviesd stoves

0

ELpeerence, scnme fesnicnz2d out of Zermen helmets &nd ZES mEEK ceans.
Scme of the cetins were elgborsts. The 1lst 2zttzalion Rengzer plestoon,

for exemple, hed & cebin with curteins, & hend-peinted lemp, rug, teble
buris, even a doorbell - a bicycle bell effixed above the enirsnce. By
the end of the month the number cf living cuarters completed weas 410,

of drying-rooms 34.
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it 21 tiw work wemt in
iiess ﬁulls G lotrines were built. Botiolion C. 23. ere enlogped
by the cdiition of log povilions :t the front of the pillboues.
F Company constructed & nevw outpost line. Tihroughout tie Regi-
mentsl sector nes Tire lones ere cut <nd old oues cleored of
fellen bronches. To protect vehicles from shr.pnel "jeep stolls®
were cons.ructed - three-sided roodless gurages. &LNG os & sefe-
gu.rd egeinst immersion foot ("trench foot!") wood plutforms vere
built in zuerd posts. Compunies were directed to heve dry socks
aveilcble for every man et all times.

The work of ni.intaining supply rouds vwent on during probebly
every Guyligct hour of the month. BSnov and rein wede soue ol the
rocds slmost impasscble. During the thew th-t set in on 17 liov-

ember, to cite one csase, streches of tune sup;ly rowd lecding to

6]

T

K Conpsny ~ere unCer tuter deep <novgh to COver
jeep. In some places, not:.bly tne lst Buttalion, new roads had
to b2 bullt &s substitutes for old ones on which vehicles could
be seen by the enemy :zince tihe lezves nzd fallen. |

The constznt vork of maeking the forest hibitsible im:csed
menpower »roblems on compeny co.manders, »no .ere fcced every dey
with the tesk of striking &« bzlence betreen men going on vork
cet.ils, men going on pass or to the showers or on sick call end
men required for security.

Opposing the sth Infantry durirg November were the <olth
Regiment =nd the 6t and 7th Compcnies of the £95th Regiment of
the 18th Volks Grencdier Division. Included amoung these Troops

were former liavy personnel and soldiers trensferryed from Denmerk.
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7 non-battle. Replacements: 3

Iife in the 9th Infantry in November, howerer, was mot all
work and war. The Regiment continued to send men to Paris on
furlough and to rest camps. In addition to the 2nd Division
rest camp opened in Vielselm, Belgium, in October, another and
more luxurious one was opened in November by VIII Corps in a

_ chateau at Arlon, Belgium, Every L8hours the Regiment sent

135 men and 6 officers to Vielselm and 15 men and one officer
to Arlon. Every fourth day 22 men and 2 officers left for
Paris, Moving plctures apd showers remained part of the daily
schedule. P. X. rations were more liberal in November than in
the preceeding month; there was no recurrence of the October
cigarette shortage, And Thanksgiving, ‘23 November, was
observed in the best tradition possible under the circumstances,
with L, 847 pounds of turkey - one and a half pounds a man - and
anba'ry sance,

The day-by-day after-action report follows:

_ 1 November _ _

As the period began the 3d Battalion, after a week in
Division reserve, relieved the 2d Battalion, which, in twrn,
reverted to Division reserve. This placed ‘ﬁie. 3d Battalionm,
OrigihaCL‘Ly on the right of the Regimental secpor, on the left,
with the 1st Battalion in the center and the 27th Armored
infaﬁtry Battalion, temporarily under control of the 9th
Infantry, on the right,

n::u'ty—one rounds of artillery fell in the 2nd Battalion

area between 0600 and 0640, At 2305 a buzz bomb landed 700
yards west of the Regimental C. Po Casualties: 1 Wounded,
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2 Xovember
“nexy artillery was 1i:nhit, with only 6 rounds reported..
Fifty-four rounds of eneny mortar fire landed in the 34
Battallion between 2140 and 2218..
Casualties: 1 wounded; 5 non-battle.
Replacements: 10
Prisoners taken: 2
| 3 November
Inemy activity was light., Only scattered mortar fire was
recelved.
Casualties: 7 non-battle.
Replacements: 24
4  November

Znemy activity was limited to light artillery and mortar

\fire.

Casualtissg: 5 non-battie.
Replacements: 7
Prisoners taken: 1
5 ©Novenmber
Znemy artillery was fairly active. Ten shells landed in the
1st Battalion and 5 in the Regimental C, P. area,
Casualties: 13 non-béttle. """"
Replacements: 3
6 November
Thirty-six rockets landed to the right of C Company and in
& draw between C Company and the 27tk Armored Battalion,.
Casualties: 1 wounded; 5 non-battle.

‘Replacements: 10



7 November

A four-maen enemy patrol spproached the first'outpost of K Company;
but retired when fired on, Two Germans were believed to have been wounded.
Thirty-seven rounds of mortar and artillery fell in the 3rd Battalion, 6 in
the 1st Battalion. |

Casuslties: 4 wounded; T non-battle.

Prisoners takens 4 . ' :

‘ 8 November _

Enemy patrbls in front of A and C Companies were turned back by our
mortar fire. Fifty-eight rounds of onemy'mortar and artillery fell in and
to the left of the lst Battalion area, |

The original aligmment on the Regimental sgctor was restored as_the
ond Battalion returned from Division reserve énd the 27th Armored Battalion
withdrew to another sector. The 2nd Battalion was now on the left, the 1st
Battalion in the center snd the 3rd Battalion on the right. As was the
case when the 27th Battelion was on the right, the 3rd Battalion held one
Company = K = out of line as a counterattack force under the command of
Regiment, K Compahy wes ordered to be in readiness to move to any part of
the Regimental front threatened by enemy attack.

Casualtiess 5 non-battle.

Replacementss 15.



9 November
Action was limited to patrolling and light memy ar’tillery.'
Casualties: 11 wounded; 12 mon-battle.
Replacements: 3.
| 10 November
Forty-one rounds of enemy mortar landed in the lst Battalion,
10 rounds in the 2nd Battalion.
Casualties: 1 woundedj 11 non-battle.
Replacementss 12
Prisoners takens: 1
11 November
At 1100 hours Regimental organic weapons, supported by Tank
Destroyer weapons, fired an Armistice Day salvo. ‘ All fire was
directed against kmown or suspected targets. The enemy returned
the fire. During the day 66 rounds of mortar fire landed in A
Company, 57 in E and F Companies, and 25 near L Company.
Casualties: 23 non-battle,
Replacementss 1 -
12 November
Our mortars fired on three enemy soldiers approaching A
Company. One of the enemy was wounded and captured, the others
fled. Eighte&l rounds of enemy mortar fire landed in G Company,
L0 in I and L Companies, 20 of them near L Company C. P., and 30
between C and L Companies,
Casualties: 13 non-battle.
Replacementss 16
Prisoners taken: 1
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in front of B Com?apy outvosts, Our mechins unc opena2d fire,
The Germans ~nswer=d it with 11 h=ndsreonzdes and 20 mortsr rounds,
ané then withdrew, Sixte=sn ~nemy mortar rounds lsnded in front
of ¥ 2nd F Tommanies,
fasualties: 2 Killed, 11 w-ounded, 10 non-bsttle,
Replac=ments: 3,
Prisoners tsken: 1,
14 November =
Tnemy activity was limited to light artillery fire.
Tasuzltiss: 5 non-battle,
Benlacements: 6,
15 November
The lst Battalion Ranser patrol ambuched an sighl-men
enemry patrol =nd %illed the l=zader.
Casuzlties: 13 nnn-bettle.
Peplacemsnts: 57.
16 November
T™he 2nd 2a2ttallion Ranzer vatrol encountered anensmy
outvost =2nd killed one of the men in it. A patrollfrom B
forpany wounded one of the enemy in = fire fight. Fifteen
aftillery shells l=anded in the Regimental C, P, area between
162700 2nd 170246, |
Casuzlties: 9 non-battle,
Feplacements: 70

Prisoners taken: 1.
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The 2@ Zsttalion Rener vlcotoon suriered three cesualtles
from enemy mines. Znemy mortar rire increased, with 27 rounds
felling in the 2nd Battalion, 19 in the 1lst 3attelion and 2 in
the 3rd Battélion. Twelve rounds of enemy artillery landed in the
Resimental C.P. petween 2200 end 2200 hours. Filve 88mm rounds
burst in front of the 3rd Battalion C. P. at 2245.

In front of the 3rd Battalion C. P. at 1230 the enemy made
a propegenda broadcast. The answer: an artlillery berrage.

Casualties: 32 wounded, 15 non-beattle.

Reblacements: 4,

18 Kovember

Znemy morter snd artlllery fire wes considerable. Cne
hundred and thirteen rounds fell ito the right of the 1st
Battalion around 1100 hours. Twent§ artillery and mortar rounds
fell in the 3rd Battalion, and 12 rounds oI heavy ertillery landed
in the 1lst Basttalion. During hours of darkness the 1lst and 3rd
Battalions received harassing machine gun fire.

Casualties: 3 wounded, 15 non-battle.’

Replacements: 3.

Prisoners teken: 1.

19 November e

Eﬁemy herassing mortar‘and ertillery fire continued. Over
g 24-hour period the 2nd Battalion received 54 mortar and 217
artillery rounds. Two 12-round concentrations fell in C Company,
and'l round of heavy artillery fell in A Company. Filfty-six

rounds fell in and around the 3rd Battalion. No casualties were

- 10



caused by this fire,

The 1lst Battalion Ranger Fatrol killed one German and
silenced an enemy machine gun, Three enemy outposts wefe located
by the 3rd Battalion Range: patrol, |

Casualties: 2 wounded, 20 non-=battle.

Replacements: 7.

20 November

New evidence of a profusion of German mine and bpoby
traps was discovered by a 3d Battalion Range; patrol. .The
patrol, after penetrating the fi;st belt of_minefieldg, en-
countered other minefields beyond, consisting of S-Mimes, Schu
mines, egg grenades and various kinds:of booby trapg. Said the _
S-2 report: "The patrol ran into a maze of booby traps and mines,
with S-mines:predaminating. They were spaced‘about every fiyq
yards, although no definéte pattern could be determined." VWhen
the patrol was returning from its mission, one of the men was
wounded by ‘a Schu mine, | _

Thirty-three rounds of artillery and 28 rounds of mortar

fell in the Regimehtal sectqrAduring the period.

Casualties: 1 wounded, 9 non-battle.

ﬁeplacaments: 16.

7 . 21 November B
Between 0331 and Q€47>25_105mm rounds fell near the -
Regimental C. P, in Schlausenbach? causing minor dgmagg but no;
pasualties.. Between 1545 and 1600 64 rounds of heavy mortar and
5 rounds of arti;lgry fire fell in the'lst_Battalion arez and 37
rounds of heavy mortar in the 2nd’Bétta;ion area, Three

casualties were caused by this shelling,

12,



Casualties: Jounded, 11 Non-3attle. -
feplaceiuente: 4.
22 November

A lst Battalion Ranger patrol encountered a four-man enemy
patrol at 1000 hours, and in an ensuing fire fight, two of tﬁe
Germans were belleved to have been wounded.

Four unidentified planes were heard circling over the front-
line area of the 1st and 3rd Battallons.

During the period 40 rounds of enemy artillery and 136 rounds
of mortar fell in the Regimental sector. :

Casualties: 1 Wounded, 13 Non-Battle.

Replacements: 35.

23 November

Enemy artillery and patrols were active. At 1825 hours an
enemy patrol was discovered approaching the No. 1 outpost of A
Company. Fired on from the No. 2 outpost, the patrol began moving
tOWara outpost No. 3. A fire fight, in waich one of our men was
wounded, ensued, but the patrol withdrew after A Company mortars
opened fire. .

Casualties: 3 Wounded, 11 Non-Battle.

Replacements: 4.

24 November

Enemy activity was light. German artiiiery in the Regimental
Sector consisted of 13 rounds - 9 in the 1lst Battallon area, 3 in
the 3rd Battalion and 1 between the 2nd Battalion and tae Regimental
C.P. Three unidentified aircraft were reported over tne front
lines during the night. \

Casualties: 4 wounded, 8 Non*Battle.

Replacements: 7.



25 November
A 2nd Battalion Ranger patrol was believed to have
killed a German surprised near the enemy lines. A 3d
Battalion Ranger patrol encountered two Germans and pursued
them in hope of locating a gap in the enemy minefields.
Thirty-four roungs of enemy artillery and 86 rounds of
mortar fell in the Regimental area during the period.
Casualtiess 2 wounded, 12 non-battle.
Replacements: 10
26 November

A 2nd Battalion Ranger patrol fired on two Germans.

‘Results of the fire could not be determinred. Third Battalion

Ranger patrols found many anti-personnel mines and pull-tyée
booby traps, some of which were found on small pine trees.
Enemy artillery consisted of 72 rounds, more than half of
them falling in the 3d Battalion area.

Casualties: 2 wounded, 1l non-battle.

Replacemeﬁts: 2

. 27 November

S-2 reported: "Enemy shelling for the period was the
lightiest yet encoun{:ered, with 8 rounds of medium mortar
falling in the rear of F Company at 0940 and 1 round of light

Loud Screaming was heard on the German line when our
mortars fired on known enemy positions. Unidentified planes

circled over the 3d Battalion., .
Casualties: 1 wounded, 8 non-battle.

Replacements: 1

-1l -
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13 Llove. ber

Cne of the rost unususl patrol incidsnts of the As-iment's
campalzn in Germeny up to this time occurred on this day. The
patrol involved was a 3d Battalion Ranzer patrol consisting of
2nq Lt. Faul A. Brooks, of K Company, and 15 men. On approaching
the der.un lines, members of the vnatrol spotted two du-outs
pehind concertina wire and wnile otners covered them, five went
throuzh the wire to ihvestigate. Pvt let Class Billie B. Hill,
of K Company, looked in the first dugzout, and finding it empty,

e

Went on to the second. Just as he reached it he saw & serman
runaingz away through the woods. Pfc. Hill fired at him with a
sub-rachine sun, and the Serman fell dead. The sound of the shots
scarcely hzd died away, however, when & rifle bullet whined out
of the second dugout almost beneath Pfc. Hill's feet, Lt. Brooks
fired into the dugout with 2 sub-machine gun. There was a nause,
then a rifle was tossed out as a gesture of surrender, and a
german crawled out after it. lexmbers of the patrol surrounded
him to taxe him back to the American lines. ihen the group
was passing through the concertina, the Geruan suadenly shouted,
iines, mines!' and reacnhed down and pulled & wire. The air was
éhattered by zn explosion.

Lt. Brocks was st;uck in the foot. Pfc. Aurelius A. Arquiﬁ,
o K Company, fell with shrapnel in his leg, and Pfc. Eill's
clothes were torn by the blast. The German moened. HEe had been
blown five feet in the air and landed on his head. In another
moment he wes dead. His detonating the mine may heve been an

act of suicide or panic. }Jt. Brooks and members of the patrol

‘were of the opinion that the Germen had decided to risk his life
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life on a desparate guible to destroy his captors and escape.
Lt. Brooks was not hurt seriously enough to be evacuated.
A 2nd Battalion Ranger patrol fired on four Germans,
inflicting one casualty.
Enemy artillery fire continued light.
Casualties: 2 wounded, 6 non-battle.
Replacements: 23.
29 November
A 2nd Battalion Ranger patrol shot a German outguard.
More enermy mines were discovered. Eneryy artillery was
light.
Casualties: 1 wounded, 5 non-battle.
Replacenents: 1.
30 November
Enery activity was light. No artillery fire was received
and only 6 mortar rounds, all in front of F Company. .
Casualties: 7 non-battle. — |
Replacements: 9.
‘Prisoners taken: 2.

Total casualties for Noverber were:

Killed Wounded Non-battle

2 : 56 304

The month's replacement total was 373. Fourteen prisoners

were taken.
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. 4s the month ended there was evidence or'a.thinnins of . :T:ﬁ
enemy forces opposing the 9th Intantry. The prisonera taken o
on 30 November aaid that the enemy aeotor previously held by ;;§$¢ 
the 2nd Battalion of the 294th Volks Grenadier Regiment was"v>ld
_now held by the Tth Company of the 295th Ve G. R., while the
6th- Company. 295th V. G. Res - they believed, had been epread out
T | d to cover its own front and the tront previously held by the

Tth Companym
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killed during the period, two by & 2d Batiaulion nenger pstrol
and $wo by a 3d fattalion danger patrol, which suffsred one casuz lty.
vasualtless 1 wounded, 7 non-battla,
Heplacementes 1l.
frisonsrs takéni 2
3 BDscember
& 2d dattullon .wngsr patrol shot a Usrman guard at s&n outposte
vuring the perlod 1l rounds of artillery and 34 rounds of mortsr fell
in the Reglawental areas
vasualtless @ nun-battles
Heplucsuentas 8,
4 December
bnemy artillery sns the hsaviest 1ln several days with 20
rounds falling in the lst fattalion, causing one casualty, and 11
rounds in the 2d Zattalion.
vasuzltiest 1 wounded, 5 non-battle.
Replagements: S,
5 Lecember
Activity was limited to patrolling and harassing fire.
Ho enemy artillery or mortar rounds fell in the Aeglmental area
during the periode.
vasualtiess 5 noo=~batilse
Aeplucencznter 27.
8 Decenber
A 54 tattalion Ranger platoon oleured two small enemy minefields.
Beyond them the patrol discovered concertina wire with 13 S-mines
attacheds All wore removed but two, and these sxploded, Three
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Germans, warned by the sound, opened five, and the pétrol
withdrew. Again eneny artillery and mortars were silent,
Casualtiest 5 nonebattle,
Replacements: 10,
7 December
Our patrols were active, Nineteen rounds of enemy mortar
fell in the 2nd and 3rd Battalion areas,
Yasualties: 16 non-battle,
Replacementss &,
8 December ,
Patrols had a busy day., A 2nd Battalion Ranger patrol
engaged in a five fight with an eight-man German patrol and
inflicted one casualty., Another patrol, observing four
Germans on the other side of gome concertina wire, opened
fire, hitting three of them, A 3rd Battalion patrol shot
a Ueman in an outpost. American artillery ﬁ.rad on & work
detail of 15 or 20 Germans,
Casualties: 15 non-battle.
9 December

Aarﬂﬂattananﬁmgwpamldmuharpﬁreinan
atrol
unsuccessful pursuit of a Gcrmn/gbsarm in the course of
its movements, another 2nd Battalion Ranger patrol was fired
on, this time by six Germans,
Casualties: 8 non-battle.

Replacementss 18,
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Un 10 Decemver, 67 duys after it had taken w. its josbion in the
schnee-Liffel, the 9th Infantry was relieved by the L22nd Infaniry,
106th Division, and bogan moving north for an attack, scheduled for 13
Decamber, on a sector of the degfried nine near ¥, Vehler:cheid, Germany,

the firsi stage of the move, mude m 10 Decenber, was to seywerls,
Belplun, a distance of about 25 nmiles, The lst battalion, still the pes
areus, moved independertly, leaving steinebrueh at about 1330 hours and
clasing in befsre durk ot ibs biwuae area near Jeymartn,  the rast of the
Regiment, ;lus the nd cattbalin, 3rd Infanbry, trovelling in 333 vehiecles
in three sericls, wos wnable ta begin noving: fron «chlausenbacrh uwntil 1600
hours., The relief was nat conplated wmbtil 2045 - 10 RNecertor Lall, The
deluy was caused Uy & heavy snowfall that left the roais in extr aely bad
emdition, ‘these eonditlams Llowed the egiment's m venent to eywerta,
Foremost oleaonts brgan ol sing dn afber dapi » ub it w.s nob wtll aromd
V10U hours o 1L becember that all wits were in, ihe troog: were bivouseked
in shelber tents in the a0y,

(LU Decenver caswlbties- 3 wnnded -« befare the Heginent was rapluced
13 non-bactle,

(Re_lazenentss  3)

n 11 Decenver the tegiment yemained at leywerts entinuin, preparatin
for th fortheoning offensive,

(Casualiless 3 lion-batbl.

(tiepLlacementiss 1)



The naxt stage of advance to forward assenbly arces wes covered
on 12 December when the Regiment moved seversl miles esst from Weyworts
to Rosherath, Belgium, near ths Germsn border. The move, in organic
trensportetion plus trensportstion from 1 QM Truek Co. began st 0900
hours. The Regimental C.P. was established in Roehersth. The batte-
licne, 8ll of which}oloasd in before dark, detrucked in Rooherath and
mercehed to the assembly eress in the Monsechsu forest morth of Rocherath,
betweon the town and the lins of departure,

(12 pacomber ceasuslties: 23 non<battle)

(Replegements: 1)
Cn 13 D«eamber the 9th Infentry begen ite first effensive opere-

tion since the Bettle of Brest in September. The plan wes to surprise
the cermene by attecking through positions held by 24 Ren Trp &nd the
99th Infentry Divieion end overrumming & Siegfried Line stronghold of
many pillboxes guerding a rosd net st . Wehlersocheid. It wee planmned
thet the 2nd Division ultimetely should seize the roeds behind the
Pillbox line for furth~r sxplortaticn by ermored units. The 9th Infentry's
mission waes to swing left eapture the town of ROHREN &nd to trep Germen

troops holding the esctor of the line further north,

At 0830 the 9th Infantry opened the ettack, striking in e northe
ceste=rly direction sstride & roed thet led through the Gerumen positions,
The line of deperture wes 50 yerds beyond the farthermost outpost of
the 99th nivision. The 1st Baettalion moved through woods to the west
of the road. The 2nd Bettalion moved through woods to the sast of the
road. The 3rd Rattalion at the outset was in reservs, following the
2nd Battslion
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{he acoount of the battls for the Jlegiried Line positlons and of ﬁm
subsequent withdrawal and defensive opsration necessitated by the deramn
offenslve to the soubh is here broken dows into tiree parts, dealing,
respestively, with the action of the three buttalions.

I - 1t Battalion



By dark on the evening of 12 December 19LL, the 1lst Battalion, was in a
forward assembly area about 2000 yards north of ROCHERATH and had completed plans for
a daylight attack to be made as part of the 9th Infantry Regimemt at 0830 on 13 December.,
The mission of the lst Battalion was to move crosg-country west of the main road leadw
ing from ROCHERATH to the road junctiom 124002, vieinity of F, WEHLERSCHEID ard
to sedze and secure the road leading northwest therefyom, 40O yards to the northe
weats In that this main road paralleling the advance of the Battalion was known
o beheavﬂ,ynimdaxﬁro%blochdinmusplm, the move was planned to
stay off the road, to avoid all mined areas, and to carry on individuals nece
essary ammunition and antitank mines to secure the Battalion for a 2 hour period
without resupply, In consequence details were completed in the assenbly ares
for the carry of much additional mortar ammnition, antitank mines, demolitions
and extra supply of signal means necessary to the attack,

At 0730, 13 Uecember the Battalion moved out cross-country with the Battalion
in closed formation, two rifle companies up. After a most taxing march made doubly
difficult on the men because of the passage through dense forests and knee-deep
marshes, the Battalion successfully arrived in the area 124996, about 600 yards
eross-country southwest of its objective, Up until this time (about 1330 hours),
the movement of the Battalion had been made with surprise, Though small arms fire
and heavy mortar fires had from time to time been received on the route of march,
it is believed that the dense woods concealed the size of the movement involved,
and that the enemy fired only on what he believed to be the usual heavy patrols in
the area, Howevar, upon arrival at this point cbservation across the large cleare
ing west and south of F WEHLERSCHEID gave away the element of surprise hitherto in
our favor, Heavy mortar fire and direct fire wespons came inmto the Battalion lead-
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ing elemonts in great wolume, wnd though the position because of its essshed aabupe
became almost untenable, pluns were e ntinued in this .rea for a continuation of
the move,

The road lvading just south and west from ¥, WEHLER CHEID, along which leading
elements were lined, was discovered to be he:vlly mined, Frobing aeross the road

resulted in ten casuulties in "C Compuny from shoe gnd "o mines, Howaver, mine

Sweepers and personnel from the mmmunition snd jioneer blatoon were moved forward,
and stiil under heavy fire moved across the road and cut lanes in the mine fields
as far as L0O yards north of the wad. 'hile this work was in progress and though
the position was almost untenable, the Battalion cloued in, prepared for countere
atback and covered the action of the mine elearing detail north, Through the
Battalion artillery laison, heavy fires were massed in the F, WEHLSRICHSID area
and in and around the mine clearing detail, Though these fires were mnobserved
because of the nature of the terrain and poor visibiilty, their wolume definitely
curtailed enemy fires and ..llowed the Battalion to rontinued its operatiom,

By 153) the nmine cle.ring details had clearei lanes well along the route of
march but because it was getting durit, the Regimental Comminder directed that the
Battalion tuck in, give no ground, and prepare to continue o;eravion m the
foilowing day., At 1630 a few riflemen endeavored to comterattick the right
flank from the east wnier cover of intense mortur fire, This attack was repulsed
by 1715,

The ni ht of 13-1k December proved a perfect hell for the mem » having for pro-
tection zgainst the wintry cold only that which they had carried with t hem, Hubw
Jected to continuous mortar and direct fire artillery during the night, the Bate
talion held its ground und con, Leted ;slazus_ to resume the attuelk at 0830, 1L Deec,



The combination of heavy loads and a cross-country march throush unsdvoidable
marsh ground hnd taken its toll. By daylight on the lhth the Bathalion addition-
ally had lost i killed and 97 woundsd bacmiss of the heavy fire and Ant{-personal
mines.

Flans for the eontimuation of the at.:t.mk at 0830, 1) Decerber sncompassed
the movement of a rifls company north of the road with attachments of the Am—
munition and Ploneer Flabtoon sufficient to clear further mine fislds and out the
discovered concerting wire under the protection of the rifle company; and the
subsequent movement of the rest of the Battalirn in colurn of campanies through
these approaches. The plan was earrisd out slowly bul according to plan, with "B"
Company eovering the breaching mads by its owm teams and those furnishad by the
Armuniticn and Ploneesr Flatoon. By 1200 1t was felt that the necsasary breachings
had been made and a careful preparatory fire plan was put ink: efzct to covar
the movement of the rest of the Battalione. Hoavy supporting fires wore placed
on pillboxses in the F, WEHLERSCINID area, :nl the area was contlimously smoked to
cover the Battalion as it .ca'me up for the attack. Undar the cover of th's pree
paratory fire, "A" Company moved through *B" Company into position to jump. How-
ever, "A" Company's moveriant north of the road and ‘nbo position was subjected
nevertheless to the most intonass mortar and automatic weapons fire. Hegardless,
the BDattalien moved across its line of departure and moved about 150 yards towards
its cbjective. Hare, however, uniiscovered concertina, combined with heavy fire,
interrupted the progreas of the attack. !lannad fires for the conduet of the
attack came in magnificontly and were effective to such sn extent that without
them leading slements would have bean blasted to picces. Under these firés s
wire cutter teams from "A" Company began to neutralige the newly found wire, but
at this time the Regimental Commander, ordered the Battalion Commander to move
back tp his positions as of daylight and await further orders. The same artillery
which had been ordered to cover the Battalion moving in, were again called for

to cover the Battalion as it withdrow.



Their effectlveness saved the Battalion from disaster and under them the Battalion
returned to its position and regrouped slightly to the southwest. At this place
orders were received from the Regimental Commander to dig in, hold the ground and
to plan careful pstrolling for the following day, while air support skftened up
the objective,

The day of the lith proved even harder than the previous 2-hour poeriod, and
the end of the day found the men battered, weary and cold, However, during the
day, a supply road had been opened up to the Battalion and thanks to the superior
supply organization within the Regiment, the night was eased by a hot meal and
blankets.,

The day of the 15th was spent in patromng. and further probing while avaiting
alr support which did not materialize because of the very bitter weather and poor
visibility. Just before midnight on the 15th the Battalion Commander was ordered
to be prepared to make a reconnaissance in force (not to excesd one rifle company)
over the same ground over which the attack had previously progressed, These orders
were amended after midnisht, and the Battalion was orderod to be prepared to exploit
a well-conceived and daring infiltration into the enemy position which was then
being conducted by the 2nd Buttalion of the 9th Infantry on the right, The 2nd Bate
talion having started just after dark on the evening of the 15th, was naking head-
way into the enemy position at such places that it was expected to relieve pressure
on our front. Their infiltrotion met with well-deserved success and under cover of
the 2nd Battalion, the 3rd Battalion was passed through to secure ground as far es
F. WEHLERSCHEID, In consequence the 1lst Battalion moved at first light by the fost
direct route to its objective and took up positions, facing north and northwest
around F, WEHLERSCHEID., The only planning that was necegsary for the successful
completion of the operation was the clearing of further lanes through mine fields, .
and the blowing of a



single enemy-held pillbox, "Bw Company led the way on this move, and in that
their movenent wa;s over exposed ground that had been viclently contested up
until this time, it was made with trepidation tut with great gallantry, Four eas-
ualties were incurred in the nove--one by small ams fire and three by anti-pers
ormel miness However, the Battalion closed into position successfully by 10185 hours,
consolidated and prepared for counterattack,
it was later learned by captured PW's that the heavily organized enemy position
seized by the Regiment in the Roves narrated, was permitted because of the disorgan-

igation of the enemy personnel therein incident t0 a current relief of the enemy
urdts in the position, However, enemy reaction came swiftly, and just at dark on the
evening of the 16th most violent attemwpte at infiltration into the position became
apparent all along the line, Thanks to carefully planned ertillery fires, partiocu-
larly concentration U3a-1lhl (vich will elways be remembered), the counterattack,
estimated in strength at 100 fand later confirmed by a captured PU), was repulsed
sbout 22,5, 16 December, All during the night the Battalion sector was subjected
to heavy mortar and direct fire from unobserved guns, However, the Battalion was
well dug in, having utilized the superior enemy fortifications and trenches and
only 18 casualtles resulted in the occupation € the pes ition, However, L9 men
were evacuated becanse of bad feet brought on by the ordeals of the operations
to datey and on the morming of the 17th, the fighting strength of the Battalion
was approximately 22 officers and 387 emlisted men, having dwindled from g Sump-
off strength on the 13th of 35 officers and 678 enlisted men. By this time the
Battalion was tired and had been contimiously under fire for 96 hours, By this
time too, the chaln of command had been greatly weakened, the Battalion having
lost two company commenders in "A" Company, one company mmw in "B" Corpany,
one company commander in Ragn Company, and mumerous platoon deaders, pl&toan
sergeants and key men, T

At 0955, 17 Lecember, completely unexpected orders to evacuste the positiom
80 dearly won and withdraw in the direction of initial forward assembly areas
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ef‘lz iecember were given to the Battﬁlinn ﬁevmander, those crders subsequently
lenrned bsing incident to snd required by the ‘erman counter-offensive which began
on 16 Dec. The orders tc the iattalion Cormmnder includod instructicne es to cleare
ing the srea with all fighting gear snd svery possible bit of equipment and were
sugmented by the knowledge that further inst: uetions relative te the future missien
of the Uattalion would be givon later in our progress to the south, The problem of
breaking contaet snd withdxawing over the routewhich the Battalicn had ¢ome was made
difficult by the fact the Battalion was still in continuoue contsct with the enemy
had been since dark on the evening of the lbth, This preblem however, was solved
agein heopily by eontinuous normal berrage celled to cover the withdrawaly end the
movement of tﬁe reinforced rifle platoon: through three censecutive deleying posi-
ticne on the tail of the Rattalion colurm, Compeny Cormanders exercised the oire
cumstances, almost unbelievable contrel both in tke mrvement of their men end the
teking with them of all equipment and trensportation, ite Battalicn regrouped in
the low ground sbout 1200 yerds southwest of F, YRELWRSCHEID by 1500 and proceedsd

south on the msin road toward ROCRERATH, w0

AVE AR
fi) L: C_ /«77About *0U0 yerds norih of KOCH"RATH the Mvieion Commander personsily inter-
i [ s7. 0 at+H GT

cepted tho Battslion Commandar ékﬁ’gavo him instruetions es to his future mission,

apprizins }1§ ofnléLmﬁ Qéf;}£;£ch evaileble regarding the German countere
offensive and the imminent threat to the Division's main supply read running nerth
of ROCHERATH and elong which the Divieion still had elements of enother infantry
regiment and much read-bound materiel, He direected the Battalion Commander to move
his Battelion and to seige and secure the road net northeasst of ROCHERATH, vieinity
054994, egninet enemy infiltration from the east, He directed the Battalion Come
mander to tuke cormsnd of all friendly troops in the area that might be found
withdrawing from the esst toward this roasd croesing end to stebllige a line to
protect the emst flenk of the Division, e steted that he had previously committed:
at this same eross road Gompany‘ﬁ, 9th Infentry, the 1st plateon of Company Hy and
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the Anmwnition ond Pinnae:,ﬁj&toon of the “rd Pattelicn which was woving with them,
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e slso stated that elements of the 23rd Infantry and of the 3%3rd ini‘amﬁr'y
would be in the ares, falling back acainst the German thrust in this area and
to stebilize them if possible. The Commanding General punctuated the urgency
of this sitvation by personally londing leading olements of the Battalion in
eommandsered 25 ton vehicles and leading them within 1000 yards of the road net
T DIZC, 7tk e

Utilizing the transportgtion at hagii, the Battalion moved to its ohjective
and cloged by 1700 hours. The leading §i;’aenﬁs of the “at%:-alicn, "B and "AT
Companies arrived just in time to got in position astrids the r@-n;at facing
southeast before darknass fell. Contact with K" Company was improved to give
depth to the Battalion position, "G Compary ossl eﬁ!‘ectives monbsrad less
than 50 men was moved into a mgvn on the !#igh ground on the north
flank, A Detachment of the Gilth D Battalion was losbed in the ares with
three guns in positions to cover the cross roadse Tgﬁe'é Conmanding Officor this
detaciment was contacted by the Battalion Commander lab Baﬁtalicm, ordsred undsy
comrand and told te remain in position until furbher orders. All of this time
the Battsdl ion was moving in and consolidabing positions in the midst of a scene
of wild confusion, Unobserved, but heavy small arma and machine gun {'ire was
coming from the wooded hizh pround to the east and friendly wahicles and per-
sonnel out of control and unzble to be contscted in mnany cases were streaming
to the west. Against this dereralizing pleture the Battalion moved in with
orders to hold. “eavy machins puns were emplaced on the high ground snd along
the road net to cover the routes of enemy foot troops along the main road
running to the scuthsast. in that the Battalion had cleared its original area
in tho morning, ani had had of necessity to lsave in pogition all of its anti-
tank mines, it was without same, Howsver, the Detschment Cammander of the
Glilith T Battalion had somé Wwith him and arrang vent were completed for him
%o hand carry them to the cross roads sres to be ricked up by "pr Comparny .



Just at dark with the coumpanies Just in position, the Battalion Com:ander
contacted the Battalion Comuander of the 3rd Batialion, 23pd Infantry and made
plans for him to extend tho right i‘laxik along the high ground leading towerd
ROGHERATH Just as soon as he wus able to regein control of his scattered ela-
ments which were falling back to the west in front of the german atteck, 4t
that time his camnamdmé Of{icer of ugm Coupany, 23rd Infantry arrived without
ben and was shown on the ground whore he would place his campany to extend the
right flank of the Battalion position, if and when he was able to gain control,

hEE A}G\@Qo a meetlng was held at the Battallon CPy 300 yards northwest of

the road net at vhich all conpany comwnenders were given further instmctimg
and information as to the sltuation, Everything indicated how eritical the
situation was, and company commanders were informed to agadn imbue their men
with the absolute necessity of holding the position, Measures were taken to
counteract an immedliate attack by the enary on the positions The Conmpany
Comnander of "BY Company made hig arrangenents with the Detachment Commander
of the oL4th T Battalion to get his mines in position in froant of him, The
Battalion artillery liaison oifieer having worked feverishly on his communlca-
tions, which had bean out of contact throush faulty action for some two hours
regoined communication end plonned his defenslve fires along the poads in front
of the position, Theae counter measures had no longer been placed in effect,
and the company commanders returnsd to their compunies s than with dark came the
first enemy attack, Comramications to the camponles fortunately worked, and in
that the nizht was dark and mirky, without comminication the Battalion would have
been blind, A report to the Dattalion that three tanks and infantrymen had passed
through the pogition brousht immediute response by our artillery vhich opaned fire
on them on the row toward ROCHERATH. The Lm}wfm of "A" Coupany
observing this movemend and registoring the fires, rexmrtedmxk knocked out
by artillery fire and
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numercus casisdddos and oreaming smons the ener e This rod to Ll T was then
contdmiasly interdicted for the remainder of the night, and afber this fivut Infile
fration "BY Company mined ithe voad betwoen the Battallon and the rearward enemy
elenents. (For account of action by wpw Uorpany, sce abbached stutement dictated
by Lte illen). Artillery fires, continuous unbil 2330, in front of the position,
on the flanks of the position, on the ro-ds leading toward BT, and in the
wooded high groung *o the soutlvest, definitely broke up the strong armored forces
coming in, Irior io a luwil, about midnight, our bazooka teans and mines sl the
real gallantry of the nmen deferding the cross rodd, coupled with the continuous and
effective artillery tire hnd accounted for at least five tanis and an uniierbernined
number of foot troops following, buring all this period, the Battalion position
was subjected to direct fire from tanks ang machine pun fire from the southeast.
fshort.}.y atter midnight wgw Company w:s ordered from its position on the {lank to
move 10UV yards to the southwest and come in on the ROCHIRATH road fyom the north,
attaching by fire ay enemy which h-d infiltrated along the rosd behind ¢ boanika o
This movement was carried out aceording to plan ~nd won Coutpany engaged in a fire
fight on the right flank of the Battalion, %m and the might
dark, btui they accounted for some (fermang and captured one, In the nesntine, g
compy of the 38th Infanbry shd been ordered in the same position Lo gusrd

ag:inst infiltration and in conse~uence "G' Company was ﬁithdram and moved to

its original position roinforcing the left flank.

The remainder of the night was spent in re-sstablishing control and the
evicuition of casualtics, resupply of ammunition, and contimusus artilliery
Iires zlong the rozds »nd in the suspected enemy assembly areas on the high
groung to the southeast. hLuring the nighﬁdm.re line had been laid 1o a Bate
talion GF of the 38th Infantry where it was possible to reloy messages to the
comnanding Uificer of the 38th Inf antry to vhom we had been atbached, From

him the Battalion Commarder recoived iurther instructions as to he urgency

w38
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of thq situ;ﬁion znd h. affort to regroup end form g liae through which the

1st Battalion could withdraw sometime the following day, However, orders were

elear as they had been from the Diviaion Cormonder, and they were thot hhe

. Battalion would maintsin its postion umti] crdered otherwise, ,

'T)Ni-ﬁ'l g At 0645 the full foree of the German attgek broke on the Battalion position,
Buring the night ceversl tanks had infiltrated within direet fire distunce and
thoee begen 1o fire te cover the rovement of armored eloments end infantry behind
them, In the early morning bours before daylight the men of the Battelien eng-god

the tanks mna infantry with Svery meesns at hend, Centinucug artillery fires

o
v

brought down on esell by the unit, on their gun positions, in order to hit tankay

- as wellas continucue fires to the front, to the flenks delayed and continaad to

| delay the movement of the enemy through the frogsroads, A pitched bettle cont-
inued to rage until about 1100 hours, Conditions of viéibility rery almosf nil,
and communicemtions with the 38th Infentry were spesmodie and diffieult, At 1000
heurs, however, the Battalion Commander dig receive word from the Commanding 0{ficer
38th Infantry in fromulete plans to withdpew through the 2nd Battelion of the 38th
contingent upon their being sble to organize a line west of the 1st Battalion position,
Crders were spacifiec, however, that unless the 38th Infantry conld form such g
line, the 1lst uattmlien would remain in position andg heldy and withdrawel of
the Battslion would only be ec-orplished only with permission of the Com-anding
Officer, 24 Bettalien, 38th Infentry, He, in the meantime, was doing everything
humanly possibls to get bis own troops in positien, He infermed the Comranding
Offieer of the 1st Bettalien, 9th Infantry, that he would be in position to cover
him by 1290 hours, and to move slans aecerdingly,

D ﬁC,} X?%y 1100 hours the situatien of the 1st Battalion was desperate and the Rate
talion Comwender relayed to the Covwanding Officor, 38th Infantry the word that

he could not extricate any of hie Battalion witheut help of some 4anks or



™s Tiracilously in answer of thig call, ona platoon of Compary na, Thlst
Tank Uattalion arrived on the seens. By this time the positions of "k Company <~
and VA" Company were over-run both by tanks and infanbry and it was seen that

the only chance of getting any of them out wa+s under the cover of a counterattack,
A counterattack with two tanks envaloping each flank of the erosa-road pogition
was quickly decided upon, movement into position and subsequent movemsnt of

the tanks to be covered by all possible artillery firss in front of the position.
Thess firves began at 1115 and contimed until 115 at which time the tanks moved
in. Two a@ditj onal Tiper tanks ware accounted for and under this counterattack
what could move of the Battalion beran to withdraw. The tanks withdrew, re-
asserbled and attacked agaln at 1230. The withdrawal combined with the second
attack and was effected, all things considered with unbelieveabls contrclt "R o

. TR

Company and "A" Corpany positions had been so badly over-run that there ivaa
M\M\““‘N -

P

1ittle hope of salvaging anyt ding but remnants and break~awsys. As the Battalion
withdrew its position was being turned both on the road and left flank byvst«rong
enary troops, and though tha withdrawsl was coversd by the tank platoon, the rear
elements were in alrmost contimicus contact as they movad back. Ths Battalion
Commanier and S=3 wore the last to leave the arsa and “lleinias" ware literally
scrsaring "Hande lioch" from the hedgerous as thsy withdrsw,

Tho Battnlion passed through elaments of the 2nd Battalion, 38th Infantry
and roved to the west where it reas-erbled on the high ground 2000 yards north
of ROCTTRATH and wast of the main road leading north from thare. There the Bate
talion rerained for an homr and a half whils the straggler line which had boen
blacei on the road piei?s»d up stragrlers and moved them t0 the Battalion area.

The Battalirm Cormandisr had besn given éz'ders by the Vommanding Officer
38th Infantry to nove the Battalion into billets in ROCHIPATH and eonstitute
a reserve by 1600 hours. In ovder to by pass the terrific fire fight whieh
n8 raging on both sides of the main road leading out of ROCTIRATH, the Bate

talion movad sonthwost across country and ean into RO AT form the west
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Vpon usrrival the fmttulion vonander, reported Lo Lhe Gomanding Ufticer, 33th
Infantry and wes directed te wove further south into an arsuenbly sres in
RAlukille  Phie zovensnt wagp taken up imeedintaly and the Dattalion closed in
ARLBKSIT A% 1F10.  fhners 1% went in%e biliews L desartednotel and #njoyed a
hob meal which was rusiped 4p 0Lt by the Battalion sedi.
shartly afber daylight on tue 19th the &uttalién Yomzender received ine
strustionas froa tine Asalatant clvision vommnder 4o Yegroup and Lo conetitute
the valy reservs luftbin the AdidALLL aream. Thc‘ﬁaitalian moved from ite Lillets
into defilade on the weat slde of the high ground aorthvest of Xii9vilLT and Xge
Srganlsede All companies distanded and the Battalion Feorgenlized under plung
sxds during the alght as 2 task Poros of aix officer-led rifls squads, & platocn
of heavy machine gun sectisn snd mortars. fotal effectivs strengih atthis time
waas 20 officers and 197 enlisted men. Yhare the Batialion was azain told the
eritical a&tuaﬁiea:axiuting in E2INKSLT, and svary san raat?irmmﬁ his intent to
do anything salled for, “ap study was institutsd with view of eaploying the
Femlnder of the Yatialisn 8o refuss Lhe northwsst flank of the 30th infuntry
paalilon norih of aednilTH, or 3o counteratiagk ex3t% from LAINKLLT. Hesupply
Of asuuniticn was indtituted nd all sleps taksn Lo make whit was left an effegte
ivs 04 nting forces
&b 1410 the Satialion vomuander was :lven orders by the Assistant Division

somvnder Lo wove o . ALuLU30AR Yo an assembly ares and rejointhe Fth Infantry.
thess erders were carried out and the Batialion slosed inug the resasrve asseunbly
erea at 1810,

' Thie opsration, which was suazeasful, conducted by the remmants of an Infarne
ry 2attulisn already tired frow a hard and arduous mitack saved the 24 Jlvision
from being cut iato and #llowed t:a Uivision to Yogroup insuch a way that 14

sived the ripnd flank of the Flratlnited states Armye
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‘be 18-hour delay not only saved the entire 2rd Uivision
fronm being cut offy ut parmitted the fecemeal evacuation of
the routed, disorganiged and demoralized 99th Division through
our lines, }Had a German penetration been effected, it might
have carried for many miles toward EUFEN and LINGE to the west
or behind AACHEN in the Norths Thet is why this sector was for

L8 hours one of the three centers of attention at sSupreme
Headguarters,

ihe immddiate result of this stand prompted Colonel
BOOS, Commanding Officer of the 36th Infantry and cormander of
all troops in the KRINKELT area, to tell Lb. Col, WILLIAN b,
HO KII@L}:&Y,‘ lst Battalion Commander: "vou have saved my
regiment" ~ prompted Major DANIEL WEBLTER, UVivision Ge3, to 83y,
"ou saved the Division® and prompled General HOLGES to phone
the following nmessage to General HGBLRISON, Livision Camnanders
Wihat the 2nd Division has done in these pust four days will
live forever in the hi story of the United Stntes Armgy e ®
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n the first day's atb.ack (13 December) through the woods from dawn 411
aftermoon, every man was wet throupgh tot he skin by melbting snow, For long disw
tances the woods = new growth - were almost impenetmble and every bough was
snow laden. That first night was bitterly ecold and wet, It should also he borne
in mind tha t the men had been camping out in snow ever since the 10th - the
teginment having left their comfortable self-constructed log billets in the
SCHNEE EIFFEL on that day,

the second point that must be emphasiged is that the area to which the
First B attalion's attack had carried on this day was literally the impact
8 rea for all the final protective fires of the enemy mortars and art
plammed to dofend the solid line of pillboxes. C uriocusly enomgh, the other
two B attalions which were relatively closer to the ememy lines did not re-
ceive the same volume of artillery fire and as the narrative indicates were able
to plan ond successfully carry out a spectacular infiltration through mine-
flelds and wire entanglements between % wo pillboxzes a nd surround and systeme
atiecally reduce a total of 2l on the 1S5th,

The First B attalionts experierce beginning on the 13th was a series of
ever more serious crises, "hen ordered to ¢ ontinue the attack against its sec~
tor of the enemy line on the llth, Colonel McKINLFY felt - even if he would
n ot admit it then or now = that his Batbalion could not reach the objectiv e
intact and if they did, could not hold the positions, subject as they would
apparently be to counteratta ck from the right (east), front (north ), and
left (west),



The diffievity of the task of reaching the enemy positdons was not merely
s ovoE 8 GILb o dsaly sebioporesmel Se ok bomny” oL, SO of SprToach
was over a ¥ ) : rROTING 8 B pee: :
on te 1hith eight men whose job was wmuwp&m%m. ttalien §
were killed or serlously wounded in the process and the effact of those sose
ualties ~ one after another - can well be Imagined, Just being in ‘those woods

. : v 1 : £
the center of the enemy position. An evacuation point had been established well
ds : ‘,ﬂwmmmﬁnesemmiwupmm
ayound, Many d 80 for several hours when a j twrrmdng dn the same spot was
blminm,muingmmnandaarioum ng a third, The scoond sinmiw
lar incident occurred in the six foot wide gap in the ememy wire through which
our 2nd and 3rd Battalions effected their penetration - gver £00 men had gone
through before a prisoner of war being led back detonated a mine which killed

To conclude this introduction it should be boorne in mind that this Bate
talion began 4ts attack with 38 Off4cers and 678 Enlisted men (front line stremw
gbh,; not including essigned service and administrative sopnel not infoxholes)
and withdrew on the 17th with 22 officers and appxmmmy OO enlisted men,

To further recapitulate; this Battalion by noon of the 17th had passed through
ﬁaﬁmt agmtiml erises; if ‘; ﬁ:é.a ';he tgm « 1) The attack m;t tbag%.’%‘%ls ovey .
rrain not previcusly reconnoit thout ary artillery support, nigh
13 = 1k spent in an impact area where a false step might explode a mine, 3) The
attack and withdrewal of the Lhth, L) The Pinsl suscessful attack of the 15th, §)

The morale treatening ond deangerous wi from contast,

The mission given the lst Battalion wes not imnediately wnderstood by 811
concerned nor was the urgency or impertance fully apprecisted, Colonel M0 XINLEY
had some inkling of the significance first becanse of fach of the withdrawsl
from positions so dearly won - without stopping to do more than superficial
damage to the pillboxas - secondly because of his conversdtion with Ceneral
ROBERTSON on the road when he received hdg orders, But wpon ayvival at the ~
designated road junetion, the fm11 morning became clear, "K' Company of tha Oth,
a2 section of Mils from "M Company and n,wmgn?wp from Headqparters O
3rd Battalion, 9th Infantry, had glready been from the rear of the 3rd Bate
talion column by General ROBRTSON and were  in, Stresms of men and
vehicles were pouring dovm the forest roads through the junction in wild confusion and
disorder, Control in the 99th Division had been irretrievably lost snd the

ers echoad each other with remarks that thedr units had been surrounded
and snnihilated, One of our own Battalions from the 23rd Infantry had also been
engulfed in what actually was a flight to the rear, As darimecs fell, the l1st
Battalion was in position, Two platoons of 57mm antitank guns wore wnsble to get

S0 confuse’ was the situstion and S0 poor the observation that the first
attack at 1900 hours, comprising three tanks end about 100 infantry, passes
down the road toward ROCHWRATH through the Patialion without abtracting eny fire
From that time forward, howewer, movement from the east was met by =11 available
fire and unquestionably friend as wall 2s foe were killed,

-2l -
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L McKinley
’ JolomEl Sl deserdbed the niohtts Aehtdng a8 & wild meloe, with

:' dirset fire frm Lmamsrable tanks = heavy guns in s8aizion Lo sataozathe wowonge

Thare sre theee points 0 be enghast

b in eonslderdng Lhe enpupuuent,

The (lrot ds the part pinyes by our widdlorye Colaoml HohGRYY sadd 4%
by weg wrilllery that did the Jole ile sudd on tiwes Wifferent fosacionn et lery
e Sipporty vhion and vhero L8 wue witslly nocded, saved his battalion Lram Coule

= mablofy = mxi the last time, (ros eaglete dentyuction,

freurdtion exgronddtore of 15%m and Whum = 13 « 49 Loy 135k w g
i 4 Eroximotely Gyo0 youreds tatal from B battald nse  syom LOW boases 1T . comsbar

2

s / Y e T e ., e » o a .
(< Bo GGG L0 Lootuber - Zﬁﬁw routils for 1545 Fleld rtillesy el abont 1500 roumds\|
S Thdle

oo from one Light artlllopy mﬁtgﬂ.i‘;m;g Four eeibam rrtillery battaliong, o
spg heavy aridliery battallon. Thase Digaon con be Clrgaared tg bhw 250 e poury
allowsnoe permitted the iTih Fiwld swtdidery Sob . Jourmday seardod while the
e Heglinend E’ﬁﬁ}&ii;i delonsive rosltions en W 3 e 5T e I reptrictions en

expepiltoare hat nol hesn Aterally relowd, the st Batialionts story would have
N hed 3 diiferest suing, ‘

Enother stetiende is an followsy . f Lue marmal cxgplasent of LY wen angd
officers attached o “he loginent by e 15%h Fleld artiidery se Fupward OB
vers, ilalson or scormnloction tems, 32 wers evacuabed fp 13 ecenber to 19
SBoEalar,  Four okt vl tun offloare v variabed, aned seven out of ehe ist
dattaiionts nowmal cuplanant of 1) were evsousteds

T geeort melier widch repdres sose conment is the giestlon of Luados we.
Infadey. Llhmt cheoking sunfdieling axl confusling clalms, oloned “wRlWsly
traved the hnown doutrasiion of 15 tarks as Yollowes & whoppent by oy 3e 21
stapad by baguoka fire, o Wievwy Lor wers Tiger Lankey OF tha above, two
were destvuyed Iy pasolinge Of the remciodes s wore deseriod by thelp oogew
o pants wWad wers thol downe  lome received idis freom ouy artillierye one wore
52 swrady reeemiscionsd by the CTHEY . ‘

Flve tomley ape B te have resched 2S00 apg dovn Lhe rasd guirced i:y
the lst ettalion, T of Lhess g into the senter of ihe town, Ald theass
wWre dstroyeie 4 samimr of 12 tanks were clopped botween U0 AT el dhe

3

At vatbalion bi our wrbillery, wioae sost Unfange concenbintions were peslstered

o ihat area all pighte rtietervinete mumbars of SaTie Were Lit in he aosenbly
ayes ot gxmmgr;ﬁ;;f;; the Bhol ground Dscdng the lot Baltalion, The noless of
| mnwstf}fwﬁmi e piaindy he oy and i s ol utr kWY gune’
- See above From 6PM Dec 17th to 6AM Dec 18th, a total of 11,580 rounds of
e 105mm and 155 mm American shells exploded in our area, not
including the German artillery and tanks.
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To those close to the fighting it seemed almost miraculous
that any of the lst Battalion escoped, At the Regimental C, i.,
then at WIRTZAFiLU, imiirect perdodic reports were received
during the night that the Batt:lion had been overrun or surrounded,
‘anks were known to have reached ROGHERATH as well as KRINKHLY,
both behind the lst Batbtalion, The desparate calls of the
wiillery lisison officer with the lst Battalion could be heard
saying that if artillery did not come immediately, there would
be no need for it later. after midnight no further word reached
the Cs Py until 050U hours on 18 December when the following

relayed message, sent three hours earlier, wis receiveds
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"to GO, 38th Infantrys "W HAVD BRIN STRFHOUSLY FHGAGED, M T ENOCKED
QUT TUEER TICRND TAVES., OTH EES HAVE INFILTAAT D MY POSITION. UAYY STTUATION
Jit DARD AT FRFSEHT. " - TeKINLTY.®

To those at "IRP7FTID ab times engulfed with the shatbered remsnts of
t?:-aet%th Hvision, it secemed as if the First Battalion was gone. They thousht
80 €00,

Colonel "CRITIYY 4ol his staff that this was one of those irugie situ-
ations that history rccords, He may not actuslly have mentioned the ALYMD,
but it woas in his wind. T he partioular glory of this whdle operation is that
the men held firm to bear the brunt of an attack which drove around their
little ialand and finally overran the island itself, Yo one ran. Ten men and )/
one officer out of more ¥than 102 from "K' Company got oute Captain GATVEY in
the cellar of the house that held his C.F. chose to remain because he couldn't
zet his men out, The 12 nen of "HY Vompany's machine gun section are missing,
Only 13 out of the 30-man Headguarters Copany, 3rd Battalion group survived.
nA® Co-pany had 10 survivors - no officoers. There are two offie~rs from "A"
Co-pany, since report~d missing, who called for artillery to neé placed on their
position becaus: enemy tonks ond infan'ry were also there,

at the First attalion did not run. The; retired in good order upon order,
They were not beaton men. -

On the folloving day ¥ajor CAFL %, VILLFF, lerimental =2, received a re-
port from Mvisi m Mlltary Flice on the number of stragglers picked up in
the rear. He turned to Golopel HIRSCHFRLIER and asked, %Colonel, how many of

our men do you think vision has gobi®

PLfty, TS, 100%, the Coloncl replied, "At lerst 50 fvom the First. n
he added.

A tobal of %," sald Major MILITT,

R
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II « 2nd Battslion

The 2nd Battalion, having found its assigned assembly
area occupied by other troops when it arrived on 13 December,
moved to another ares within 300 yards of the line of departe
ure. Although assurances were given to the contrury this area
had not been entirely cleared and the battalion suffered two
casualties from anti-personnel mines.

At O8B30 on 13 December, after a hot meal, the battalion
oerossed the line of departure, with E and @ Companies in the
lead. The men ecarried their overcoats and rolls. At first there
was no opposition, but the asdvence was difficult bacauae.af the
mud and snow and the thick pine forest, The weather was cold and
demp, A thaw caused the snow to drop from the branches, soaking
the menta elothing,

As the colurms moved forwerd H Company captured s German
who had deserted before the attack began. A fellow deserter,
seelng the Americans approaching ang thinking they were Germang
who wauld shoot him for desertion, blew his head off with a
handgrenade,

At noon the battalion had reached the approaches to the
German pillbox line, Scouts reported smoke from enemy fires and
the assult companies dropped their rolls and overcoats and prepar-
ed to attack,

In front of the pillboxes the eriemy had cleared a large
area, filled it with massive wire obstacles and mineg attached

to orissecrogsed trip wires covered a well planned final with
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pfotschive iine. “hen the battalion came to the edge of the clearing,
1t was halted by intense fire, not only from machlne guns snd rifles,
but from artilisry anﬁ mortaré. Casualtles weres heavy. The sattalion
Commander's radio operator sad orderly were hit. Casusltles among the
command group included the Hattalion S-3, the Company Commander of G
Company, the Lxecutive Ciflcer of % Company and the forward Artillery
observer with 3 Company.

In the attack & Company was on the left and G Company on the righut.
Cne platoon of # Company trled to oross the ¢learing and had actually
advenced through five aprons of barbed wire when it was ploned down by
eneny flre. Cn the right flank an attempt was made to breach tne wire
with bangalore torpedoes, but the fuses were wet and would not ignite.
Meanwhlle one sguad from G Company succeeded in erawling through and
under the wire to tﬁe enemy llnes. Fart of a second squad in support
of the Iirst followed, cutting a four-yard gap in the barbed wire as 1t
went. These patrols were not in communication wlth}their company.
Moreover, the commander of G Company had besen wounded and evacuated.
Hence, word of this significant penetration 41d not immedliately reach
the battalion commanders At dark the battalion was ordered to breask

off the attack, reorganize

day .

aud prepare to renew the assault the next

ihat night the weabhah turned bitterly cold, Rauglng intense suf-
foring among the troops, whose clothing had been goaked by dripping
snow during'the dnye A hot meal waa brought up, but beecause of heavy
enemy shelling and the danger of minea, 1t was not served. ihe Hate

talion Q. Pe was set up in a

26
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diteh leos then 507 yords from the dvermon pillboxes, the Lattalionts

' front linez won strengihioned by coomitiing e nlatoom from ¥

Corpany betwsen two 3 Conpany platoon,

On Lecember 14 preparstions of artillexry fires began at daylizht
for the bottalion's attack. Uloments of I & Company, however, were
expossd to this fire, ond svflfered caspualties, Consequently, the
company did not advance, eenwhile It Col WaLipus e HLGINS Jidey
Battelion C.mmander, ordered Comprny to attempt a penetrobion
through o shellow wooded draw on the right flank, ¥ Company was in
reserve behind ¢,

The massive wixe obstacles in the draw wepe blasted by some 30
bangslore torpedoed, but ns = squad started through the &aps four
men vere vmuncled by machine zun fire and a £ifth was killed by a
mine. It was realized that our artillery had not and was not
registering properly, 4 further preparati-n was called for 1300
hours. Uhe atiack, however, never uaterialized. Becnuse of terrsin
poculicrtics, the buttolionts supporting artillery was unable to roe
Zister effectivily on the desimated targets. Repeated attampts were
made until 1400 hours vhen opders csme from Regiment for the battelion
to withdrow, pending the employment of heavier artillery and an air
attack to soften up the verman positions, (3ee sttached rénort on
resulte of artillery), Vhile 50 men from L Compeny were in forward
positions s outposts, the battalion vas wvithdrawn to the roar of the
C. P,

On 15 Degomber the weather vmé too hagy for tactieal bonbing, nox
wes any essault launched by the Re: sinent during daylit hours, That
nizht, hmmver, ol HIGIINS decided to try to exploit the Sop in the |
vire made by ﬁh@ ¢ Company patrol on tho previous day,

27
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Joon after dark an eleven-man patrol was sent out with

a 36und~puwered telephone to oross to the German lines and

. report on enenmy strength and alertness, In the darknens,

however, the patrol kept gotting loat, a0 one of the men who
had out the wire tha day bafore went out and located the patrol
by follewing the telephone lins, and then led 1% through the
wire. The patrol reached the German lines at 2100 hours

without being fired on. At 2130 1t sent word back that it had
surroundsd a pillbox and that the enemy saemed to be unaware

of what was happening. The Battalion commander thersupon
ordered a thrust into the German position in strength,

Firat F Company was sant through the gap after the patrol
to mark the path with engineer tape. Onee inside the German
lines the company bpgan building up on the left of the
bridgehead, B Uompany came next and took its place on the right.
@ Company remained bohind to guide the 3d Battallion, which had
been alerted and wasg moving up, and to guard the 2nd Battalion's
rizht flank. |

Col. HIGGIN3, who had crossed with B Company, ¢limbed on
top of the pillbox to the left of the breach &nd directed F
Company in Surrounding it, thus preventing the &ermana inside
from. firing, Col. Hlggine then conferred with Lt. Col. William
Fe Karnan, 34 Battalion commander, and it wag decided to send
the 34 Battalion againat the left ving of the German strongpoint.'\
(See 34 Battalion) Meanwhile F Company went along the line
reducing one pillbox aftap another by blowing in the doors

with beehive

as
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eharyges and killing or oupturing the occupants. By 0930 on 16 Decw
exhey ssvan plllboxes hod bawn redused in this wmunner, Later, to cleur
the way for the 35tk Infentey, whieh was meving up en the rignt, an
F Company platoon wus sent to neutrsiize & pillbex $00 yards fu.rther
$0 the east, ¥hile so enguged the platoon was attaeked by & 1Y7-man
Qerman patrol. In the fight that followed 4 Germans were killed., 4
wounded and 4 cuptured,

On the morning of 17 December tie buttalion wus alerted for
the withdrawsl neces:itated by the German breakthrough to the
seukth. ZIwenty minutes ufter the order te withdruw was given ut
1100 hnurs,.tha buttallon was on the move, Hith the ¢ompanies in
the order E, 4, Hesdyuerters, H und ¥, the battalion passed through
the gap in the barb.d wire, pluced all lapediments in the organie
transportation and begun 4 foreed murch to irtefeld over rG&dE that
were gorgested and often the turget of eneay artillery,

At & mewting in the Reglmentul C, P. liujor Genersl WALTER M,
ROBERTSON, Division Commwnder, direeted Col BEIGGINS to tuke up
& position west of Wirtzfeld und defend tie KRINKELT~ROCEERATH
road-net frow the south .nd west at @ll eosts. By 1700 hours the
battallon had einsed io at this new positium, With the right
flank on a lake, & delensive line wus bulit wp faeing sowtheaat.
The general situstion in this ares was deteriorating, however, and
the buttelion reveived ordérs to muve further north snd west to
estublish & line thut would rotest possible withdrawel of other
units of ths Division wnd delay the enemy. The move was
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sonpleted Ly midnizhte In this new position the 2nd Mattalion

covered two rouds leading out of JIATZFELD t0 the north and *““’ . §d

Haate ,» -

Un 18 vacember the 2nd Batdalion remained in this émisi«m
and protectsd the withdrawal of the Hegimant from 4 IRTEPELY
after durke Un 19 Decaubar t'he‘ battalionroceived ordere thui
it would be relieved by the 3Bth Infantry as the 28th withdrew
from forward positions. Relief was sffected the next day,
weanwhile Unl, (135IRs readjusted his line to coaform with
positlone of the 34 Battelion, }954 Infantry, 99 th diviaion,
©a hiz left and the 3d Hattalion, 38th infantry, on his right.

tn 20 December the % Battalion, 38th Infuntry, vas to
relisve 2nd Battalion at 1200 hours. The task of effecting
Tellief bsgam at 1030, but & fire £ight brake out on. the 2nd
Battalion's left front. P Jompany was contimially engaged and
wee unable to break contsot until 1400 hours, The relief of
the Battalion was further Jecpardized by intermittent snay
shelling. Ihe Battalion's ranks had been so thinned by
capualiles that the front line strength of the bhrss rifle
cci@aniaa; & Fy and 4, totalled only about 200, The jati-
alion's position, in fuct, was taken over by a single company
of th; 30th Infantry.

At 1400 hours the battalion moved to a bivouns area
ia woods aocuth ef garyp LL3EEBUAH, BoLalul, closing in before
dark,
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III « 34 Battalion

<hen the 9th Infontry eticck wes isunched at 08350 on
13 lecembeor, tho 54 Bobto 13 on wae i reserve, ' nd in soproach
nareh foruntion followed the 2d dottolion in it's advance tovard
the pillboxes, i was on the left, L on the right ang I Lonmoy /5
vas in hoetialion resorve,

vrders committing the 3d Satbalion to action come soon
efter noon, UThe 24 Battalion, at the cdge of the ¢le rinz
before the pillbox lino, wos stop:-ed by heavy enemy fire, end
it wes deocided to send the 34 Lattalion throv h the ri_ht
flank (4 Company) of the 2d in an ofiort to envelope the
dexmen wtronghold from the risht, The 3d Sattalion went
throu:h aceording to plon and moved into the woods to the‘ »i.ht
of the clenring, with & Company still on the 1ift and L on the /i
rizht,  dhe Untt-dion ~dvoneed to vwithin 78 yards of the Jomun
11:1‘@, but could moke no furthor proiress because of efleetive
Tire from two pillboxes., .t the end of the dey & and L
Componies remained in position., I Compony :féturne& to the
rear of the 2d Battalion in licimentcl reoorve,

“n 14 Deccuber u and L Companies rencwed their atiadk, L
but vwere unable to crach the wermen defenses, & wider envelop-
nent v aéttempte& by L Compemy, wihich tried to flank
the Uemman position by zoin: sround to the right throush the
99¢h ldvigion sector. The attempt did not succeed, .t the end of
the day the entire bzs;ttalioxa} reverted to rescrve in it's previous

position Lehind K Company. =
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The battalion remained in reserve until the night of 15
Decamber whaen the 2nd Battalion broke into tha German pillbox
11ﬁ§ through the gap in the barbed wire and the 3d was ocalled
upen o join in the assault. The companies passed through the kﬁf
gap in ths order K,L, and I, Oncd inside the German line the
34 Battalion crossed an east-west road behind the row of
pillboxes being attacked by the 2nd Battalion and moved to the
left toward another group of pillboxes and the VEHLIRICHEID
road net, which was one of the Reginental objeatives,

K Company by-passed the first five of the sesond group of £ &«
plllboxes, aas well as a Customa house eonverted into a
atrongpoint, and moved on the seize the aagternmost of two
road Junctions in VEHLERSCHEID, A pillbox guarding this road
Junction was reduced, The company's operation was comple ted
at 0645 hours on 16 December.

L Oompany, following K, reducad two of the five by-passed
pillboxes and moved up to assault the Customs house, which
guarded the road net. Bafore dawn the 2nd and 34 klatoons were
placed on & firing line encireling part of the house. With
this aupport the 1st Flatoon attacked st daflight. deventy-soven
Germans, surrendered without inflicting a'single casualty on the
attackera, Total number of prisoners captured by the 3d Battalion
in this seotor was 125, From the Cuatoma house K Company /-
continued teo its objective, the second road Junction in
WEMLER3DAEID, which 1t selzed at 0800,
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Keanwhile I Company reduced the last three of the piliboxes
by-passed by X and L Companies and two more pillboxes further
norths This task was completed at 0930, The batialion then forme
ed a defensive line around the captured road Junotions and remaine.
ed there wntil the withdrawal order was issued on the morning of
17 December,

The battalion was ordered to move with all possible speed to
& point between WIRTZFIID ana BULLINGEH., Om the way the Division
Commander met the colum, detached K Company and sent it to defend v
a key road junetion east of ROCK AT, During the night of 17
December and ‘the morning of the 18th December the Germans made a
deaperate attempt to break through at this point, as mentioned in
the part of this report dealing with the 1st Battalion, which wus
at the road Jjunction with K Company, X Company suffered a heavily
loss., Hore than 100 officers and men were in line when the action
began, Only one officer andt en men were able to make their way
out when the order to withdraw was given on 18 Deoember.

Heanwhile on 17 December the rest of the 2d Battalion reached
its new position between WIRTZF:LD and BULLINGEN, The 9th Infantry
Cs P, was in WIRTZFELD, the Germans were in BULLINGuN, The 3d
Battalion's mission was to prevent the Germans from moving up the
road from BULLINGEN to WIRTZFHLD, As 1t turned out, they never
attempted to while the 24 Battalion was there, The enemy shelled
WIRTZFELD and the 34 Battalion, but the battalion was not engaged
in a fire fight, on 19 Deceniber the 3d Battalion withdrew through
the 2nd Battalion north of WIRTZFILD and went to CAMP ELELHNBORN,

'.u.':‘S"



{he following are tables of casualiies suffered by the three

battalions from 15 to 20 December, inclusive:
KILLED
7 Ba  15th 14h  15th 168k 17tk  18th  19th 20tk Total
st 1 2 1 0 1 15 0 0 20
i 2nd 1 9 9 o 0. 1 o s 20
d 0 1 ) 1 1 0 0 1 4
~L
et JOUNDED
Na an
\~
st 18 60 15 1 13 4 3 175
2nd 64 23 39 6 3 o 1 . 142
: 12 46 6 10 7 1 3
"%‘ 7"“‘
7 HI35 NG
. - <
st © 2 2 o 6 4 o (t] 104
2nd 4 0 9 ) 1 o 0 0 14
4 O 2 2 1 45 30015 ) 63
: NOR=-BATLILE
Bn :
o I8 26 8 29 4 W . 3 1 4 172
2 75 68 19 10 3 5 9 6 195
. 33 65 19 19 21 9 3 9 | 1?
D

In addition to battalion casualtlies in these & days epecial

units, insluding the hHedical Detachment, suffered the following casunltiess
4 killed, 25 wounded, 6 miseing and 48 non~battle.
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8«day period totuled 48

atill go urgent,

the following

) | 35

‘ thus wegimentel cusualties for this

killed, 432 wounded, 193 nissing and 596 nonwbattle « 1,268 in all,
with 1%'s strength so depleted and the situation
x tactical reoruenizotion of the e iment was \mcla:;'taezken wfter the
feglment entered Iivision rescrve at Camp ilsenborn,
ables ashow the sesimont's bottle strength in wmen and weapons as of
g 2 Jecember and 1t's tacticel or.anization,



lig & Hg Co ~ 10 0, Tk M

Ban CF Croup = 7 0, 12 EM
T

~15
1 Carbine
3 Pistols

Hg Co Hg ~ b %1 (L - B go 1st Sgt )

2 Carbines
1 Tommy Gun

Intell iersomnel - L Bu (1 - o B)

Z =18
1 Carbine
1 Tommy mun

A& P ilat -3
Carbines

Comm Vlat - 1 0, 19 EM
e 1S
11 Carbines
2 Towny Guns
2 Pistols

= 35

15T BN

focket Launcher ot - 1 0, 13 £y (L = D o)

5 Carbines
8 Pistols
6 Rocket Launchers
AT Flat - 1 0, 19 EM
N |, 3
.14 Pistols
3 57mm Guns

CoC-60, 98 FM

Co ga -10, 5EHM
18

2 Carbines

1st Plat - 3 0 (1-Co B)y 50 ®r (15 Co B,

38 =15 2 Co D, 1 Hg Co)
2 Carbines

T BAus

3 Tommy Cuns

2nd Plat - 2 6 (1-Co B), L3 EM (17 co B,
3RS 11 Co 4, 2 D Co, 9 1q Co)

3 Carbines
4 BAls
3 Tommy (uns

- 36 -

Co D=k o, 69 uy

CoHg=-2o0, 8 5
arbines

MiFlat - 10, 27 M (3 Co A 1C B
TrwEns ’ )

9 Carbines
Flstols

1 03

by 1mGs

8lim Mortor jlab - 1 0, 34 EM
S
16 Carbines

11 Fistols
2 81lmm Yortars

Total Fersonnel Fdrward: 20 Officers

2h2 knlisted ten
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lst Bn Troops With Reur Zchelon

Hg Co -« 10 Drivers 4 Co « 1 Clerk Co « 2 Drivers -
‘ 1 Mass sgt 1 EM 8D Mv 1 Clerk
1 Sopply Sgt 1 Bapgag~ Ouard 1 B sp v
1 Cook 1 Meisn Spt - : 1 lnss Spt
1 Clexrk 1 Supply sSgb 1 Supply seb
L Drivers - 9 Cooks
—_— 3 Cooks
12
c - 10 SD niv D - 1 Clerk
2 Clerks 1 Heaq}yagt
1 Supply Sgt 1 Supply sgh
1/ 90 v 18 mrivers
1 Yess Sgt 2 EM 31 Regt
3 Drivers 5
_— 23
8

Total Persomnel w/Rear Echelon: 1 Ufficer
12 Enlisted Yen

Rreakiom Forwsrd & Rear - lst Bn

%&%m; ¢ 0o ‘ :
w/Co C ~ 10 ®M , Rear ~10, 8 mn
Rear =1}
DG |
A Co Forward - Iy 0, 65 my
Forward w/C Co - I
w/C Co -~ 11 . w/Hg CGo= Jj ™
w/h Co - 3
W/Ragt - 1
Rear - 12
B Co
¥ormmrd
W/G' Ggo: 32
w/tg G 2
w/’i.:q{’ - 1
Resy - 15

Totals Forwnrd & Rear: 21 Officers
31l Fnlisted Pen
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Hg %2 Mg Co (5 ! ALt from H $0)=

20 F, eontd

§ 0, 98 W

Bn CP Group- 4 0, 5 ™
- 18

3 Carbines

Hg Co #q - 2 0, 21 WM
e LB

12 Zarbines
1 Roasket lLauncher

Intell Section - 6 my
O-M18

Comm Flat - 1 O, 28 ©M
il 18
23 Narhines
2 Tommy Guns
1 Tistol
1 Rooket Launcher

A& T Tlat - 1 O, 14
6 N-18
T Carbines
1 Tommy Cun
2 Roecket TLaunchers

AT Flat - 1 0, 22 "M

9 H-1l8

1 Carbine
10 Tistols

2 Tommy Cuns

6 Rocket Launchers
1 .50 Gcal Mo

3 8Tmm Guns

Go ¥ -121 m1(35 att from ® Co,
14 ALt from W Co),8 0

Co Mg -« 2 0, 13 &M
o | 5 .

9 Sarbines
1 Tonmy Cun

1st Plat - 1 O, 30 mm
- 18

6 Garbines

2 TARS

2 Tommy fSuns

1 Roeket Lauficher

2nd Plat - 1 0, 36 ™«

M nav
5 Carbines3 e

1 Rocket Tauncher 4 Tommy (une

LY@ Seetlon - 1 0, 11 ®M
T-18

4 carbines
2 FPistols
2 TiMG3e

HG Segtion - 1 U,
fie I8
6 Carbines
4 Pistols
2 Hxs

13 ©vM

60mm Mortar Yectlon- 1 0, 12 M
Fv-1s

4 Carbines

4 Pistols
. 2 60nm Mortars

Rocket Launcher Teams(3)-1 0, 6 ®M

4 Carbines
1 Fistol
3 Roeket Launchers

Co G-8 0, 134 mM(17 Att from E Co
i 15 Att from W Co)

Co Mg - 20, 9 1Y
2 Wals

7 Carbines

18t Flat - 1 Q, 44 EM
- 18

2 Carbines
6 BARs
6 Tommy Guns

2nd Flat - 1 0O,
18
6 Carbinen

29 ¢

-2 nArp

3 Tommy Guns

LM} Section - 1 0, 12 BM
JES )

3 Carbines

4 Fistols

2 1LM0s

HIG eotion - 10,
SM... o
5 Carbines
4 Tistols

) o

2 e
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Co G, cowt'd E 0o = 5 o, b LI (Hetacheds 15 w/G Co,

60 mm liortar Section - 1 ¢, 20 LM

Ly 18 Co Hg - 1 0, 4 EM
7 Carbines ] u‘axrb:l.nes
9 Fistols 2 Tommy (uns

2 60 mn Mortars

Hocket Louncher Teams(3) - 1 0, 6 & I )
3 =18 16 Carbines
3 Carbines 18 risb 1s
3 Rocket Launchers L Hocket Lounchers

L 81 mm lortars

Total versonnel Forwards 30 Officers

1 w/¥ o, 8 /tn i 0o

8L mn lortar Sect - L U, L1 BY

. 396 Enlisted iien

2t Bn Troops With Hear ichelon

Hg Co - 1 Mess sgt I Co = 1 Fernnel Clerk F Uo ~ 10, Asst Bn litr O
I Cooks 2 Cooks : L Cooks
1 sueply Sgt 1 Haidl Clerk 1 Supply sgt
1 irmorer-irtificer 1 less Sgb 1 ¥l Clerk
1l Persomnel Clerk 2 Truck Urivers 1 ‘rmorer-irtificer
1 Htr sgt 1 B 5D v 2 Truck lrivers
1 dechanic 1 3 Irel:nd iarriage
3 brivers N 1 8y 8D biv
I 10y 1) i
G Co - 1 Uess Sgt Il Co = 1 lotor Sgt
T Cooks & Cks Hiprs 1 ilechanie
1l Clerk, Fersomncl 15 Truck irivers
1 Bagsage Guard 1 Fersonnel ¢lerk
1 Truck Driver 2 1 5h bivw
1 Cook
I AN
Total Farsomnel w/Reoar icholons 1 Ufficer
67 Enlisted ilen
Lreakdown Forward & lear - 2nd Ba
Hg & Hg Co F do i Co
E'orwﬁ -9 Gy 91 5l Tormard - 3 0, T1 EH ¥ormard w/¢ o - 2 G, 15 LY
Rear = 13 EM ftear =19, 1 EY w/F Co - 2 ¢, 1 1Y
L Co G Co
Forward w/G Co = 2 U, 17 EM Forward = 5 U, 102 B liear = 21 5y
w/F Co - 2 0, 36 BH Hear - 11 EY
Rear - 8 EH

Total Formard & lears 31 Officers

63 Enmlisted en
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CP Group - 8 0, L} EM
B

S
2 Carbines

.BaHg Co- 30, 84 EM

Co Hgrs - 9 EM
EB_F:}[‘IB-—S
2 Carbines

1 Tormy Gun
1 Rocket Launcher

Intell Section - 6 EM
0wz

A& T Flat - 1 0, 12 WM
TETTTT

11 Carbines
1 Rocket Launcher

AT Plat - 1 0, 28 ®BM
B EIs

T Carbines
13 Pistols

6 FRocket Launchers
1 .50 Cal MG

3 57mm Cuns

Comm Flat - 1 0, 25 FM
IS

17 Carbines
5 Tommy Guns

Co H% - 13 EM
1 5
10 Carbines

1 Pistol
1 Tommy Cun

Ist rlat -« 1 O, 27 EM
oI5 I8
ly BARs
3 Carbines
5 Tommy Guns.
2nd pFlat - 1 0, 31 En
21 =18
li BARs

1 Carbine
5 Tommy Cuns

3RD BN

= Jil) =

Co I, cont 'd
Wea%s Flat - 15 EM

- 9 Carbines
3 Pistols
2 LMGs
2 O0mm Yortars

Co L-30, 86 EM

Coga-lo, 20 EM
(5]

T Carbines

1st Plat - 25 EM
I8 ¥Is

3 BARs ,

2 Carbines

2 Tommy Guns

2nd Flat = 1 0, 27 ©M
20 EIs

3 BABs

1 Carbine

1 Tommy Gun

Weapons flat - 1l EM
T =1
li Carbines
9 Pistols
1 LG
1 60mm MWortar

CoM-~50, 65ENM
Co Hg -1 0, 10 FM
51

15
S Carbines
U3 Flatoon - 26 M

8

13 Carbines
9 Fistols
1 Tommy Gun
3 HMGs

Yortar Flatoon - 3 0, 29 EM
OIS
T Carbines
12 Fistols
1 Tomyy Gun
2 Rocket Lounchers
1 8lmm Mortar




Hg Og « 10 drivers
1 clerk
6 oooks
1 supply sgt
s
\
L Co - P I}r‘imrﬂ
1 Clork
1 Cook
1 Tpnly Spt
1 }’{93881%5:{;
‘g
. & I
orward - 11 0, 8 ®
Reay - 18 B
I Co
Forrard = 3 0, 86 ™
Hear - 8 ™
kG
Forward = 17 B 2 0
Hear - 12 ™
N
G

T T T R R NG

20, 17T ™

Total Personnel Forward: 338 Bnlisted Men
2l Officers

rd Bn Troops With Rear Hohelon

ICp w 2 drivers E Co ~ I drivers
‘ 1 clerk 1 clerk
3 cooka 5 e¢ooks
1 thprly Sgt

Y Swrply Sgt
1 Maas]%gt

R | 34

1 Hess gt

Total Personnel w/Bear YWchelont 68 Mnlisted Men

BRUAKTIOWRH FORARD & RIAR w 38D BN

L
‘orvard « 3 0, B6 T
Rear w6 M

¥ Co
Formard = § 0, 65 ™
Raar - 2L BM

Totols Forward & Rears 24 Officerw

Lo Mlisted Mon
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Offiserse  Enlisted Men
Forward ' T4 976
Rear 2 207
Total 76 1183
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Ao thoe veriod enied, with the Degiment still in roucrve south of
Cary [lsonborn, strength rodually returninz to normal owin; to the
influx of weplacements and hospital returnces. Ihe normal company
orzonlzations were reformed. From a low jpélnt of 1631 . and 131
of ficers, thoe sirenzth of the ke iment hud inerensed to 138 officexs
and 2312 1T on 51 Doc 44,

In the first 21 doys of lccembey the .e.iment received 142
rapl;mc:menﬁs. In the last ten doys 740 roplscements came 1in,
nakin: the month's total 832.

The month's total oosualties were as followass

Eilled Vounded lLissling NoneBattle

50 459 196 831



Dictuted stutement of lst Lt Roy allen eoneerning "B" Compsny
engagement east of Rockerath, Belgium, on 17 snd 18 Degenber 1044,

At 1830 17 December 1844 it was reported by the lst Plutoon,
tgn cumpaﬁy, thut three tunks were approaching our position. It was
reporte d that there were other tenks and thut with each tank were
about Z0 Germans, The three tenks were allowed to go by owing to the
fae t thet we were not prepared for tanks. At approximetely 2000
hours we agein heard tanks approaching our position. 8gt Ted Ricker-
stuaff and Lt Roy BE. Allen Dboth of "B* Company, immediately prepared
to place antitunk mines in front of the on coming tanks, 4s we armed
the eighth mine, the German tanks were 400 yards awaﬁi A bazooks
was then plac ¢d in a position to cover the mines, Two tanks were
stopped by the mines und the other proceeded to go arvunﬁ them
through the fields. Two tenks were knocked out with bazookus,

bDuring the night we Leard other tunks moving wround as they prew
pared to advance wup the rosd. Bazookss and mines were agaln placed
in position to tuke care of the tanks should they come our way., The
tanks s tarted to approsch owr position at about 0700 18 December,
4s they spprosched the mines, they could see the other two tenks
which had been knocked out, and they proceeded to #0 through the
field: The lexding Tiger tank was hit by & bezooke and stoppes,
However, it kept on firing both its m&éhine guns snd a lorge turret
gun. L% Mllesnick, "B" Company, went forwerd, brought other bugookas
into position and fired four rounds at the Tiger tank. These did not
penetrate., During the time the buzooks was being fired the tank wus
firing its machine guns :nd turret gun in the general direction of
our compi:ny. Lt Mllesniek wus hit in the leg. Sgt Odis Bone, "Bt
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Company, wnd & group of zbout four other obtained gusoline from &
broken half-truck, poured it on the Tiger twnk, and set it afire,
During this time the machine gunners of "D" Company were returning
fire &t the btank. 4is the tenk eecupants opened the hateh of the
tank, they were shot by the maehine gunners. I saw one heavy machine
gun of "D¥ Company knocked out by the tunk before tne Germuns left it,
The men who had been firing the muchine gun immedlately got znother
set up in position and continued to fire. S8gt Karlie W Mﬁneriﬁf of
"B" Company (missing in aetion) snd myself pluced mines on an@thar
small road we thought Moy possibly be used by she Gerpans for their
tanks., During this time we were recelving fire from eneny mechine
guns, The riflemen of "Bt Compuny fired st the turret men of the
enemy tunks as they procecded to come dovin the road. One imerieun
tank whieh was being operated by Germuns wus stopped by the unit on
"BY Compuny's right fl#nk. Iwo Germsns 1¢rc this tank, One wes shot
by "D" Company and I shot the other. I personully sesrehed this men
to be positive he wus German, The men of "B¢ Company next to the
road our tunks vers défending did not leave their position until
they were ordered to do 80, wlthough tuay were recelving much fire
from enemy tenks und infintrymen,

Although it endungered the lives of the men, Lt Milesniek znd
I regusested our own artillery to be placed on the road approximately
20 yards in front of our position, Muny rounds of our own artillery
was falling on cur own lines, but we did not request it to be lifteqd
owing to the fuct it hud temporarily stopped the ineoming tanks,
Beforé we withdrew from the poesition, it was lmpossible to commun--
icate with the artillery so as to instruct thew where to place their

- -
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fire. 7This was due to the Germsns Jomming our radio net, I styed in

position with approximately 14 men of "R Company and fired back at
s Ge rman infantrymen who turned to eross the roud to our front,

- Home of the men hesitated to comply with orders, and although
& Jerman tank did eut off our eseape to the resr, the men stuyed in
position und returned fire until erdered back by the Battelion Comme
sndery We pulied buek 200 yards to higher ground and agein set up &
defensive positien, where as it gres light, we were to ecover the
N road by fire, This eould not be done st night. From this position
% could prevent German infuntrymen from ¢rass£nz the roud; hmwever,
1t was ilmpossible for us to stop the tmnks.

‘During the hours of durkmess the men did return fire élthough

B s .,

| it mesnt desth for wany of them because they guve away their position,
N Bgt Lindquist, "BY Compuny, was 1% feet from a Germsn tunk, He
f4& saw a Germsn approaching the hedgerow, behind which he was stationed,

N -

and very near other men of "g» Compuny , Altnough 3Sgt Lindguist hag
to expose himself to the tank, he shot this German, At the sume thme
the machine gun on the tank operied up and killed gt Lindquist,
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Results of 155 MM Artillery on Pillboxes
15 Deo 44

On the afternoon of 10 Decamber 1944, 2 guns of Battery
c, 987 FA Battalion (87) were ordered .fawwd to f:?.re armor pler-
eing and c¢oncrete pleveing shells at the pillvoxesn located ab
Fe Jenhlerscheid. It was diffiecudt finding a batiery location
because of the woods, A spot wam finally located ut approximate
ely the line of departure ~ about 3500 yurds from tae turgets,
The guns oould not be sccurately adjusted on tie 1l th but on the
14th resaining two guns were brought forwerd and aaaﬁnm all |
day on tie plllboxes while sther medium artillery threw cratere
ing shells into the ares in front ef the pillboxes., Forward
c;‘taaerveﬁra of the 155mm guns reported some awe-aas. getting direct
hits and in some casens shellas penetrating the pillboxes. This
olam was contested by members of the Reglments however, after
81l sillboxes snad been redused on the moyuing of the B th, not
a single pillbex was found tiwt had been dumaged by artillery
fire. Artillery hod scored direct hits on eseversl piliboxes
but merely ohiipped off dirt and pleces of cement. The buitery

Tired 112 rounds of armor plereing and &4 rounds of concrete

plereing shells.
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LTC LARTIN A. PETERS 8 Febrmary 2004
FORT SALL HOUSTON
This is the story of the 1& hours leading up to my c
German Army in the 3attle of Bulge on 18%h gezemggrbigzzrinb%wﬁhe
In area of Rocherath Belgium and the Ardinnes. K
Per your letter I have enclosed story of my experences in Lausdell
Crossroads fighting. I was a 19 year old PI'C in 2nd Div 9th Regt
Co ¥ at that time. In 1995 (50th Ann. W¥W II) I made a oral tape
of %W 11 experiences for my family. Have enclosed translation in
my own words of Lausdell action which started 17 Dec 1944. Hope

this will be useful for you. wijliam S -
V .oo0derm
of Co K received theCMH here. Bince! F' ?hmfw(quJq i?_QF{Oq%ﬁ“J
YRANK . ROYER

610 0. SHORE LR.
craig4885@cs.com OR K ansas City, MO uv4151

PS You can contact me at my sons E-mail

o PHONE 816 741 4445
The 2nd Div . captured the Wahalerscheid Crogsroggs
Well, anyway ... we slept that night. I think by that time it was up to about the 157 or 1% of

December. The attack had taken several days to get through where we were. But really, we were
through the line where we could really make a breakthrough. But we got word that night to be
careful on guard duty; the Germans were counterattacking somewhere. It was the start of the
Battle of the Bulge, but we didn’t know that, ‘cause the Germans didn’t—it was a quiet night.
Then we were' up to the next day. Oh, (chuckles) we had another funny—the next moming,
here’s a whole platoon of Germans, probably twenty or thirty of them, marching down the road to
the pillbox. They didn’t know we were there yet. So we captured them. Some of them, they had
guns, but I don’t think they had any ammunition in them even. But we captured the whole
platoon of Germans just marching, because they didn’t know where we were. That was just

8
another strange thing, you know.

Then the 17" of December, we were told‘to pull back and give all these pillboxes bf;i%rx?: which
we’d lost quite a few people getting them. Because the Battle of the Bulge started on the 16"
actually, against the Germans. And why they did it, I guess it was the weak part of the line, and
they were using big armies. They had several armies and they were sending divisions against,
where we might be a company, maybe a battalion or a regiment would be out in front of us. So
we had to give up all these hard-won pillboxes and started marching back. We had to go back,
and we marched all day. Probably, oh, in the middle of the afternoon, I saw a general-in-chief
over there by the side of a road, a crossroad. I'd never seen a general before over there.
(chuckles) But I find out later by reading books, he was our division commander. He was a two-
star general. Robinson was his name, General Robinson, I think it was. He called my company
commander, I could hear him. He said, “Hey Jack”—he called him Jack. His name was Captain

11
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Jack Garvey. Course, I didn’t call him Jack, but he came over there. I could hear him tell my
commander, he was talking loud and we could all hear. We were just standing there waiting. He
said, “Well, I want you to go down this road. There’s supposed to be some action down there”—
some of the divisions or some outfit, the 99" Division or something. “You’re goingtobea
division reserve.” And division reser\;e is way back. There was supposed to be the 99" Division
in front of us. So we just happened to be unlucky. As he drove up, we were marching by and he
stopped. So our company—it was just a company—went down this road, and the rest of the guys
kept retreating back to wherever they were supposed to be going. So we were kind of a flank

guard, I guess. We figured that out for ourselves.

We didn’t have to go too far down the road. The officers always had maps for some reason. The
whole time, I never saw amap as a private. Nobody ever showed me, and I always just went
wherever they told me. But we gottoa point on our map where we were supposed to hold this
road. There were some crossroads, and there was a farmhouse up on one side. The rest were all
fields. By that time, we were getting a little snow. It was December 17", that was. So we started
digging in our foxholes. That was in the afternoon. Now, that’s something I didn’t say, but the
first thing the infantry—everywhere we went, we dug a hole. So every night you dug a hole.

That was the first thing you did before you ate. I want to emphasize that because that’s your
protection. So we dug holes, and while we were digging that afternoon there were stragglers
coming back along the road in front of us there. Some of them with no guns or helmets, they
were really kind of [retreating]. It was a bad—they were from some other division. I don’t know
what they were—99" [ guess. We’d see them and they’d say, “Oh you can’t stop them,” o
something. “They’re terrible,” or something. I suppose they had had it bad, but ... so we just
kept digging, ‘cause we didn’t see a sign of a German yet, so it wasn ’t nothing critical. There
was an artillery unit in the field about a quarter of a mile from us. And the infantry, when you’re
with the artillery, boy, you figure you’re safe. You always like to have somebody in front of you,
maybe a company or even a squad. (laughs) You like to have somebody there. So we felt pretty

.. but anyway, while we were digging, they moved out. So that was bad for us, we knew that.
You saw them moving out?
Oh, yeah. It was still daylight.
We didn’t have a meal, they didn’t give us meals. We just stayed in our foxholes. German

artillery started falling around there. That was from a distance; it was coming in. So we had
12
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these K-rations they give us, we were carfying them if we wanted to eat that night. But around
about at dusk,'we saw our first tank. Like I say, this is the first tank I’ve ever seen since August
since I’ve been over there—German tanks. We didn’t have anything to stop it with, really. The
bazookas—they called them anti-tank bazooka guns—we had one of those in our company. Our
company is around 180 or so, but when we went down in this field, when were put down here we
weren’t a company anymore, because after three or four days of those pillboxes, we was probably
about forty guys in a company. That’s where it was, so we were really more of a platoon than a
company. I didn’t stress that. So we were spread out, our foxholes. So some of the tanks—they
stopped for some reason or other up there, up a ways. I couldn’t see—you could only see you
and maybe two or three guys around you, is all you know what’s going on. But the artillery got
real bad then around there. So we just stayed down in our holes. By then it was dark. Then
some of the tanks started going through along the roads in front of us. One of them was coming
down over the foxhole. He got off of the road where our foxhole—and he was coming over the
foxholes. We had one American tank destroyer in our area right behind us. And that knocked the
German tank out right over the guy’s foxhole, but we got him out. He didn’t burn up or anything.
The tank caught fire and the Germans didn’t get out, they couldn’t get out. (quietly) We couldn’t

get them.

Other tanks then went on by, and that makes you feel bad because then you know you’re kind of
cut off there. It was dark ... you were shooting, but you don’t know what you were shooting at

exactly. There were Germans out there. I don’t know, so ...
And you thought there might still be Americans ahead?

Well, they’d been coming in, yeah. Well, actually, we were supposed to have a whole ... I think
a battalion was supposed to out there. That’s about eight hundred guys, yeah, supposed to have
been. But see, these Germans were attacking with real force behind them. They didn’t just stop.
They had so many. They were regiments and divisions. Well, we’d have an armored division;
they call them panzer divisions. We found out in books that there were, I think, three armies they
had. They’re consisted of divisions. So I just ... never seen so many tanks in my life. It was
firing almost all night long that night. Finally after midnight I guess it slowed down a little bit.
But by then a lot of Germans went by us, so we were kind of trapped out there. But they had told
us we had to hold this thing for eighteen hours; that’s what the captain said when we got there.
Because eighteen hours will give the division behind us that was marching down that road, time
to get to where they were supposed to be safe.

13
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So anyway, morning came and there were more German tanks, and the artillery got bad. In books

I read the lieutenants called for our own artillery on our position, because they were libel to get
more tanks or Germans than they were us. Because we were in our holes, and the Germans
weren’t so much. So we had real bad artillery fire of our own American artillery. And we also
had chemical mortars that make kind of smoke ... when it gets on your clothes it kind of burns a
hole. It doesn’t stop until it gets to the skin, then it burns—they’re kind of bad. But some of
those they were shooting were close to us, but they didn’t hit us or nothing, I guess. I ended up
with some on my clothes later on, because at dark they glow. The chemicals glow on your field

jackets, I guess just pieces of them.

There was quite a few guys killed then. It was around 12:30 then—that would have been'the

eighteen hours I guess. So 12:30, the German tanks went up to the only house there was. That
was where the captain had his company command post in the house, and that was a bad move on
his—but he didn’t know it was going to be like this. So the German tanks went right up to the
door, you know. So they come out, the captain and a couple of guys. By then they had us where
you couldn’t hardly shoot. Our ammunition, by that time we were low; we didn’t have hardly
any ammunition left. So there was a couple of guys gotqout of their hole, and the Germans didn’t

shoot them, anyway. I was with a guy named E.J. “Sandy” Sanders. He was from South

Carolina. He was a private like me. We said, “Well, what do we do?”, you know. So we just
decided “Well, OK, they didn’t shoot them,” so we got up. I think there was about ten of us
altogether that got captured with the captain and the lieutenant. By the way, there was a

lieutenant in the foxhole next to me during all this fighting, and that’s'very unusual to have a 14

lieutenant even, an officer so close. It was just unbelievable; everything was different than

anything we’d ever had. It was just so much going on.
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the 18-hour delyy not only saved the entire 2id Division

—

Lfron being cut; offy Ink pernittol the chmcn.l vmcuation of
the routod, disorganlsed mind enor nlired 99th i)ivision Lhrough
our lines: Had a Geryun penetratilon bheen effected, 1t ;ﬁi(z!xt
have carried for oy miles townrd EUCEN apd LIEGE to the wost
or behdnd AACHEN in the llorth, ‘ithat §g iy this seator waig for
U8 hours one of the three cenbers of attention at Suprome
londquarterg,

The bmddiate repult of this otand prompted Colonel
BOOS, Commanding Ufficer of the 30ty Inf'mtry and comarder of
all troops in the KRINKELT nxee, to tell Lt. Cole WILLTAN D,

HG RI1NLEY, J.lu: ‘dr;;!';nll.on Commumder:  "you 4uve aaved my
rogimentn . prompted lajor DANTVRL SEDGTER, .Uivl.siou -3, to may,
"You saved the Divislon" and brompted General HOUGLS to phone
the following nessage to General KB 0N, Livislon Comuanders

Wihat the 2nd Vivislon hias done in thesa past four days w1l

Uve forvver in the history of {he Undted States Army,
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esch Ir-mone 1 artillery dattallon, fo.r wediun rrhillery battaliong,
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had a different cwxx;'tmg.
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Leglment mas in doefenuive POSLItions on Wy LRI et 35T e I rottrictions on
expenilbe b ot hosn 1iterally relowd, tha lat Eattalion's story wauld have
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.
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fram 13 | eewber ¢ 13
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five tonls are known W have rewched 2oy 1iH davn tho voad gagced by

the lat Zattalion, T ol thege 3% Lno Lhe omtor of
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The line up along the 52 182 Self propelled guns

,nti]les of FIRST ARMY'S 242 Tanks [FIRST U.S. ARMY l

front attacked by 394 Large artillery VII.CORPS \ V CORPS N
ARMY GROUP'B’ on pieces 4

December 16th 1944 83.000 Men

- ——

: l s0th,
m .
\‘,‘J B, 109thInf. Regt 110th Inf. Rogr. 112t
4. neat. nf. Reg( 24
h/\“'- — Regt

102nd
Cav. Sqn.
—

716th

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%@té ﬁﬁ

5th 26th Pz. 2nd s560th
Pz.

o
>
0
tal
[}
el
2761h o
g. 352nd b”f Vg. Lehr Vg. [=]
Tizeh bR Ve Div. Dlpi. il g Ve 24 62"d Ty Vg ea] ok :U:

Vg. Div. D Div. - g 1st

. i Div. 8§
Pz.Div. & %
| YT

Fuehrer | About 2000 Guns
. Begleit I Skorzeny "
Brigade | About 700 Tanks Commando ‘J [&I :
/ About 240,000 Men Zh s f;;dbff ]
7th GERMAN ARMY | 5th PANZER ARMY 6th SS . Div. . Div. ;
PANZER ‘i’lon:ta’: >
P » e es

/ [ARMY GROUP 'B’] [ ARMY Bk, 2
4
7

General Omar Bradley




PTT——

DECLASSIFIED PER EXECUTIVE ORDER 12356, SECTION 3.2 ,Mqul_’Goﬁ

BY M{Mb NARA, DATE_ 2/2 /4y

woecial report on 4 aay
€ngagement at Brest.,

Also intelliigance
reports.,

g S, e B R e e

BATIL: OF BOUHMZUUF AND FOURNLUF

The following is an acoount of a four-day engapement, 30 August to
2 septecher 1944, in which the 3prd Battalion, 9th Infantry, driving toward
Brest, France, smashed a crucial strong point in the enemy's first main line

of resistance at Fourneuf and Bourg-Neuf: L - dN} e
At the end of August the Ninth Infantry was battling southward in

Brittany toward Brest and had broken through one strong German line of resist~

ance near the Brest airfield. Another line blocking the next stage of advance

lay several hundred yerds farther south. It was anchored in the twin villages

of Bourg-teuf and Fourneuf, with the main defenses on a ridge guarding Fourneuf

and dominating the entire area. (See sketch Map No. 1, attached hereto.)

These defenses, including pillboxes, tunnels, foxholes, communicating
trencles and cleverly camouflaged gun emplacements reinforced by timber and
stone, were organized in depth. They faced in three directions s north, east
and west; commanded excellent fields of fire and were so arranged as to take
advantage of the difficult terrain. For apart from these carefully prepared
fortifications which the Germans had so much time to construct, the terrain
Presented many natural tactical obstacles, The line of departure, an east-
west road near Keralleunoc, was on one ridge. The main Fourneuf defenses were
on the opposite ridge 1,000 yards to the south. Hence our troops had to ade
vance down the slope of one ridge and up the slope of the other. From the
outset our every moverent could be Observed. [nermy outposts could and did
fight from hedgerow to hedgerow unobserved by our troops. Sunken lanes offered

covered routes of withirawal and supply for the defending forces » and yet
served as bloody traps for our soldiers,

The enemy line was well manned, Among the German troops were the 4th
Company, 7th Parachute Hegiment s which was a weapons company then at full
strength, and a platoon of the Sth Company, 7th Parachute Regiment., These
troops differed greatly from the demoralized, disorganized German troops being
eaptured in large numbers by the other two battalions, They were arrogant
and self-essured; their morale was good. (See staterent of Captain Vsevolvod
N. Podlesski, Commanding Officer, I.P.W, Team #28, attached hereto.)

Before 30 August the Winth Infantry Regiment had been attacking with
two battalions abreest; the 2d Battalion on the right and the 1st Battalion
on the left, The 3d Battalion, lesg ®gw» Company, was in reserve, Wgn Company
ves dug in protecting the Regimental right flank, Just east of Gouesnow.

As the 2d Battalion approached the enery strongholds at Bourg-fieuf
and Foumeuf, its progress southward stopped, The only possible advance was
to the southeast, flanking Bourg-ileuf and Fourneuf on the east. On 29 Avgust,
thercforz, it was decided to press the attack with three battalions abreast,
committing the 3d Battallon on the right. This alignment brought the 3d Bat-
talion, commanded by Hajor william F. Kernan, sguarely up against the care
Frepared German positions at Bourg-Neuf and Fourneuf. The ensuing battle in
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this arca roged throuzh throe days of bitter f1ghting to a hand-to~hand clizax
in hedgerows und pillboxes on 1 soptenber. (n 2 Jeptember, “iml day of the
enga erent, the battalion occupied all its objectives without further oppositions

the conduct of the entire battle was notable for skillful and determined
leadership and many instances of great personal bravery and self-sacrifice, one
of the most outstanding of which wag a bayonet-and-grenade charge that cost the
34 Platoon of 1 vompany almost 1C0 percent casualties,

The chronology of the four day engagement follows:

First Day, 20 august 1944

Fhe Battalicn lsunched the attack in column of companies, in the order
.l.' ".i ﬂ’ ul.;n.

with artillery supyort, "0 Company drove south to tha first ensmy posi-
tions, (see sketch ‘ap ro. 1), where the heavy machine gun, small arms and mortar
fire encountored wag augnented by the direct support of self propelled yuns fir-
ing at point blank range from the road running through Bourg-Neuf. A decisfon
wos rade, therefore; to move the company around to the left, gAin contact with
the 2d Battalion, whose bounderies ran along the road bordering Fields 7%y aTs
and ;21, and flank the enemy from the east, while "I" Gompany took up the fire
fight north of the village. Saveral times ns " Jompany was by-pasoing Bourg-
deuf it tried to close in bn the village from the flank, but each attempt wag
repulsed by artillery, :ortar and rifle fire and grenades. Iwenty cesualties
were sulfered by the compan; on this first day of fighting. By nightfall it had
taken u; positions al.ng the Fourneuf road, almost 1000 yards frow the line of
deperture, in Fields ;16, ;20, and 721e

"1" Sompany struck south from the line of departure in contact with o1
vompany. it soon became evident that the strength of the enemy positions re-
quired that the mmjor part of the Battalion be used in the development. Conse-
qQuently, "I" Uompany was ordered to occupy Fields ;6 and ;7.

/% Comapny, initally, remained on the right flank keeping contact with
units of the 121st Infantry on the right of the linth Infantry. later in the day,
however, "K" Company was relieved by "Z" Company of the 2th Ranger Battalion, and
moved southeastward to the ocutekirts of Bourg=ieuf to ©.cupy the same ground ".%
Company and "I" Qumpany had held and then vacated in thelr flanking operation.
Thus, with "L" Uompany on the north and "L" Company and "% Company on the east,
Bourg-lieuf was threatened fronm iwo directions at the end of the first day. (Jee
Sketch tap los. 2, 3 & 4.)

second Day, 31 August 1944

"L" Company's mission for the day was to cross the Fourneuf road, swing
‘e west astride the road and selze Fourneuf. The enemy defense was duz in along
the hedgerowa paralleling the road and were defended with bitter determination
despite our superiority of su;porting fires. Every field was criss-crossed
with cleared fields of machine gun fire through the hedgerows. o reach these

i R
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ucﬂ.dsfromtheFoummxfroadourmmhadtoammuntaWoothodm
Time ard again the two assamlt platoons flung themselves over the hedgerow
mﬁerartihex?uﬂmrbuﬂuomytohepimmdmahortofthmobjact:ln
by the enemy?s machine guns, On one of these attacks Sgt.mumwﬂaimondo,
leading his- y Succeeded in reaching the protection of the very ‘

parently, however, some of Sgte Raimondo's grenades had been effective
Hemigle,ﬁ.na.{]y,tog:tﬁmm%softda out of the field, Sime
temnaxmldll.dormndédthmu@mutthedwlﬂmtorthatmm

&tﬁ in ite attack "L® Company twrmed west towayrd Fourneuf,
By nightfall, in conjunction with tI» Company's push to BourgeNeuf on its righ,
it had driven the ememy back three hedgerows, In fighting of this character,
this was a substantial gain for this period of time, (See sketch Map Nog 1)

K" Company and "I" Company collaborated in an attack on Bourg-Neuf with
the mission of forcing the enemy from his well orgaxﬂ.udamnronglyhcldpod.-
tions in and around the buildings in the northern am southern sections of the
village, "K' Company was to sweep south through the fortified ares that had
stopped "I* Company on the Ereviouu day with the limited mission of driving the
Germans from the houses in the northern of the village, Simid taneously,

"I" Company was to lamch its attack, ving due west across the front of wKw
Company to dlear the houses inthe southern part of the village,

Both companies crossed their lines of departure at the appointed hour,
smashing forward under withering enemy art.:!.llc{:‘ mortar and automatic small
arms fire, nwemmratronglyoonteatedevery ch of the way, but by the close
of the day both campanies had gained thoir objectivess oGtposting thelr aress
and preparing for a contimuatiom of the attack the next daye

During this day's operation "K® fournd its path stremn with g b
pern of mines laid in grea profusion, mﬁxg Teller 8 with eu'zt.i-;n?n'-:tl;m mel

pr:gim'wtypo igniters, cunningly concealed S~mines, "alm'_,minea and "mstard
potsty

Third Day, 1 September 191,

At 1000 hours on 1 September 191, uder a skillfully layed snoke bayp
Company "I" attacked Fournmezl.tz. (See sketch ke

-Theassault on the main pillbox and trench defenses deseribed above aml
shom in the acco sketch was assignad to the 3d Flatoon, under T/Sgt,
Archie F, Averette, e ccmpaxgy'n casualties in the previous days had been




The 3d ilatoon orgunized into two squads, Bach squad advanced on its
objeoctlive, in wedge formation, with fixed buyonets. The ap,roach was open to
memy fire, but the Qermun gumners fired blindly in the smoke, Reaching the
plllbox without easualties, the platoon charged with grenades and bayonsts, Close-
guarter fighting flared =1} along the line, Some of the enemy wsre shot, some
bayoneted snd gome, prodded from their holes, surrendered, Three prisoners ware
sant back to our lines unescorted; no 'ne esuld be spared to guard them,

5/5gbe Lester Fo Marvin, leader of the right assault squad, and his BAR
man pushed across the full length of the fortified positims, paving the way for
a possiblebreak-through by our forces, when enemy reinforcements, observed from
the Babitalfon CF, came slong the sunken roads from the west and opened fire with

machine guns, Men in both squads, including 5gte Marvin and his BAR mun, were
killed, Hany wers wiunded,

Heanwhile lghs Averette and several men made for a tunnel that led wmder
& hedgerow to the Fourneuf roud, A struggle for the tunnsl ensued, The Jernans
guarding it were wiped oub, Three of our soliiers were kllled, Ugt. Averstte
end two of his men erawled through the tunnel, but while seeicing to establish
contact with the 2d flatoon on the Loft, they were caught by the maichine gun fire
of the newly arrived German reinforcements and were killed.

These casuaities wiped out the 3 Flatom as a fighting wnit,

The 2d ilaton engaged the enemy at point-blank range in the Fourneuf road
and among the buildings of the village. Its casualtles were so heayy it had to
pall back without taking its objoctive imnedintely,

In the fierce fizhting, however, the two platoons, though hard hit,
inflicted serious cusualties on the eneny sand the toll rose when our
artillery bluniketed the ares later in the daye Twenty-five enemy dead were
counted on the babttle ground, Fifty.seven Qermans » slmost entively from
amang the reinforgements who had been brought u. and then mauled by our
artillery, surrendered to units of the 12ist Infantry. Nine more straggled
back over the field that night and surrendered to Company "K* at Bourg.Neuf,

The Germans were {00 much weukened $o hold the Fourneuf positions,
During the night of 1 September they retired leaving the way open for
Comuny "I* to advance to its objective the next daye

Company "L® thwirted the previsus day in its attempts to seize the
{iclds south of the Powmnoeuf road, struck South with remewed vigor on the
third day, The enemy was still strong and several times the company wad
hurled back from hedgerows befors it finglly shattered Oerman resitance,

On the first attack, at 1000 hours, under cover of all the Battalim's
hoavy weapons, cne squad of the 2d Flatoon swepyt across field No., 2l while a
secondd squad cleared out the houses in the Northwest comer of the field, LFive
men reached the low hedge bisecting the field haxlf way 10 the Jerman positions,
Thers two acourate enemy mortar shells killed four of the men and wounded the
squad leader, With hls leg broken, he attempted to stumble back along the low
hedgerow bordering the {ield on the %est. He was caught in the puath of the
machine .wn firing aserosz the hedge and shot to pleces,

-l -
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HEADGUARTERS NINTH INFANTHY

APO #2’ H. SQ ]
September 19hli,

Sow T Ao T e Mo e N T

» le In the course of the operations between 25 August = 5 September, 15kl
the Ninth Infanbry captured German Prisoners of War from the following enemy unitss

8. Tth Paratroop Regiment (2d Paratroop Division)
Lth Company,

b, lMiscellaneous Infantry and Naval units attached to above Paratroop
units,

2+ PW Periodic Intefrogation Report for the 2l=hour g:riod, 292100 -
302100 August 19Lh reads 4n part as followes "PW interrogation revealed that the
following units are facing INDEX (Ninth Infantry F;egimenti from enemy's right
to enemyts leftj Tth m Sth Company, 8th Company, hth Company « all belonging
to the Tth Pamt.roo& t« One PW revealed the boundaries of the Lth %
to be as follows: ghway running south of GOUESNQOV is left boundaryl road
south of KERALLEUNOC into BOURG-NEUF is right boundary, B8th Company is on right
of Lth Company, 2d Company probably on left of 4th Company, latter information

not certain., Lth Company reinforced by one platoon of 13th Company, also scme
marines, "

A captured enemy overlay forwarded on 31 August to Regiment by Division
G-2 confirmed the above disposition of enemy troops, with the exception that the
Sth Company was shown on the overlay as being in reserve, and the Company as
being on line,

Thus, the following enemy elements faced the 3d Battalion of the Rinth
Infantry:

as The Lth Company of the 7th Paratroop Regiment,
bs The left flank of the Bth Company of the same Regiment,

3., s czﬁured by the Ninth Infantry from the adjacent enemy Lth and
8th Companies, reinforced by attached garabroopera from other companies and other
8

show the following day-by-day distribution:

persommel from miscellaneous Naval uni

- 3
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3. (cont'd)
Fis Captured From 4th Oompeny  &th Oqmpany

25 August 0 0

26 August, 0 1 -
27 August 1l 0
28 August 0 18
29 August 0 3
30 August 6 18
31 August 6 3
1 September 2 0
2 Beptember 13
3 September 0 P}
4 September 7T 2
5 Baptember =0 4]
TOTAL 27 65

Analyeis of above figures show!

a. Fés from 4th Company were composed oft
Basic 4th Compeny personnel.c.c.....18
Other paratroopers attached......... 4
A%ﬂch‘d ﬂ‘"l Por.ml‘.oon.QGQOQtﬁ

b, ide from 8th Company were composed of:
Sasic 8th Company personnel.........28
Gther paratroopers attached..c......18
Attached Naval personnel............19

63

The above figuree are shown in this statement for the purpose of
1llustrating the difference in quality of personnel of the two eadiscent eneny

companias. Up until %0 August, the 4th Company yielded dut one F¥ as against
22 Fis from the 8th Company. :

A. The 4th Company was & Heavy Weapons Company, with two Machine Gum
Flatoons and one Heavy Mortar Flatoon (8lmm). F¥ interrogation revealed that in
this csmpaign the Ath Compsny did not lose its identity s a Resvy espens O
except porhaps that instead of having heavy machine guns it was supplied with
light machine guns. The number of mortars in use was prodably § - 8, It wves
reinforoed by scme personnel from the Regimental 13th Compeny sand etteched per-
eonnel from German Naval unite, whe were used »s riflemen. Thus, the Company
was able o fight not only ss a Eeavy Hespons Compsny with extremely oconcentrated
autometic and mortar fire power, bdut aleo sot as & rifle company. Furthermore,
through interrogation it was ascertained that in eontra-distinction to other
companies in this paratroop regiment, the 4th Gompany wes not substentially diluted
by Naval personnel. It is believed that approximately one squad of Nayal per-
sonnel per platoon was attached to the compeany, the other sttachments coming from
such paratroop specisl unit companies as the 13th, 14th. and 15th, Agcording to
Fis the Ath Company was at full strength when it was put on the line.
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3« It'was not until after 29 August that the 4th Company began to
to show signe of deterioration, but even then the number of PWa
captured was insignifiocant in comparison with those from other
companies (for instance, the S5th, which lost 48 PWs in one afternoon).

The attitude of the Ath Company's PWQruiso‘showedma.markea

¢/ difference as far as morale and appearance was conserned, During

interrogation they proved unwilling to give much information about
their unit's organization, strength, casualties, weapons, ete., In IFW
Periodic Report # 86, the following entry was mades "Pis from the 4th
Company showed indications of high morale. Most were washed and clean
shaven, and uniforms were in neat condition." :

VSLVOLOD N, PODLESSKI,
Capt,FA,CIC, Team #28.
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ITY PTRIODIG RTPORT

Froms 1 Sapt 1944
To ¢t 1 Cet 1944

Trd TmAN #98
Indax Haoa,

"ETY IDTNMIEIOATIONS:

B L i -

nemy 14antificntiang for this period 18 incomnlate, us tn the fast
that 1% wan Impaaaible tn secracets a1l PWa eaptursd upor the enllapse
of tha Fortress " 79T, The fsllawing secragation ig of those PYs taken
hafore the final rnhase of the BRTaT eampign,

g,‘ﬁh TARA."™IT, (2nd "ARA DIV,)
h Co, .1 Pyt, 1 PPe, T fnl,
&5th fo. ¥ Pyt, 1 Pfe, S QOpl,
att, 7¢th) 1 Pyt,
"’! "JOi (Rtt. ’
to fth 1 %p1
Tth o, 2 Pyt, 1 Fre T "n}.
Rth Co. 2?2 Pfo 2 Opl
?nﬂ Bnq Hﬂ‘ﬂt
(att, 8th) 1 Pfa 2 Opl
12th %o, (att, -
. to Ath) 1 Pfe,
15th Co, (ertt,
to Co, unkrown,) 2 Tfe
att, to "th) 1 Tra,
~tt, to Sth,)1 Pyt

b, 2n? ﬁAR& ARTY BAT, (18t Bn VYedics)
1st Bn Haog,
(ntt, 8tn Co,)

ntt. Ath f‘o 1 "fea, 2 Cnl

C. " -
ingt. g%ﬁ To. z % % 1 Pfe. 1 Cpl,
| att, 7th e Pvt l 031

ntt. unk;own 2?2 Covl,

h, V““QQAﬂﬂvvﬁg 1 Orl
?git. Tth Co. 10pl
att, unknown lapd

1. JATEAR anerrmaw
(att, Tth Co. 1 opl,

2 Hao,
3 Hoo,

5 ¥Neo,

1 ltioo
1 Koo

1 Hoo,

1 RXoo.

1 fHeo.

Tatal

thal

11
12
1

bl

My e G UM

4 Total 53

1 Totel 1

3
3

3 :
3 Totsl 12

4 Total 1
2 Total 3

. 1-Total 1

1 Total 1

1
4 Total 2
d Totel 1
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Js 805th MARINE ARTY T
2nd Bttry. (att. to

7th Co.) 1l Pfo. 2 Cpl. 3 Noo. Total 6
att, 8th COQ; : 1 ¢Cpl 1
att, unknown l1Cpl 1 RCo. ~ 2
Jrd Bttry. (att,
th Co,.) 7 Cplse 4 Rooe 1l
att., 8th CQQ) 1 CDlo p
Tth Bttry.
2att¢ 4th Co.; 1 Cpl 1
" n{t. Tth Coé 1 Cpl & Total 23
: th Co. (att. .
1 Tth Cos) 1 Pyt '1 Pfo 1 Koo 2 Total 3
@ 3 '
rd Co
(att. Tth Co.) 1l cp1 1l
5th Co
éatt« 7th Cos) 3 Pfe 1l cpl. 4
th.GOO - .
{ltto 5th Cos 1 Pvts 7 Pfo. 2 Cple. . 10
stt, 7th Cos) 2 Pvt. 1 Pfo., 7 Opl, 3 Neo. 23 Total 28
8. 6th 3 TCHER F ( BLOCKADE RUNNER FLOTILLA)
att. Co. Pfc,. : b
{&toto 5th Coe. 1 Pvt, b
atts 7th Cos) 1 Pvt. 3 Pfc. 4 Cple 6 Ncos 14
{abt: QibaSRa) 2 ®vtey ppy 3 g, 1 Neos 2 otar 20
ne IRBRICHER FLOT ,
att. 8th Co. ‘ Pfe. 2Cpl. 2 Total 3
0s F1 SJAUAD IR FORCE GRQU : A
(att. sth ﬁ.; § gpi - i Total _ ]
Grand Total
Pe Russian PW Labor ®Sn. (1 Lieutenant, 158 EM) i§§

Grand Total up to time of
Collapse .of Fortress Brestj 312

The period from 1 Sept. 1944.1 Osot 1944, incl., was marked primarily by
the capture of the T mst Sector of BRIST by this regiment, during which
only an estimated total of prisoners can be given. Until tne collapse of
the fortress, accurate count and segregation of PWs could be maintained,
Upon the surrender, however, on1¥ a rough count could be made, and se
gation by units was impossible. The acourate count of PWs up to this time
was 312, and the total of PWs taken upon surrender was 2313, although this
riguro {s short of the actual total, ,
large number of wounded and mediocal personnel from the two hospitals

taken by this reglmont remained untotaled, for none but the walking wounde
ed were evacuate through PW channels. Ouvher hospital units and seriously
wounded were evacuated by Corps and Army personnel, and remainsd uncounted.

Reports of individual resistance after tnc.rormai surrender had taken
pPlace were almost nil, according to reports from our 1line troops, and Fws,.
The Germans were, on the whole completely aware of the impending surrender,
-and most of them were clean shaven, and many carried bundles and suitcases
evidently prepared previocusly. All Realized that they had carried on
a hopeless fight but were

1I i
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extremcly proud of the fast that they hold ocub uo tong o they did,

On the 15th of Jepts, 159 fmssisns wors glven & wlte flug by o Jexw
msn Captain, sad told £ find their way to $he duepionn lines, This
group w8 locnbod and ouplured by Index hod *0%, Al) $he & do had buen
Uepren rus for sase %ime, ond had beem placed in what might be oulled
& labyy o, of vhich the 7:0th Truok Oo. wan o porte the Pés hod been
eaoupled on the horbor, lecding and unlosding Bl.pplica, Ymme ware still
in TV drops, whils the reot were attired in nondeacript uniforms of the

and navys _
959 tz:‘“a:?;%am of Lrmempe yolue €2 the rogiment for infomation gone
eoming torgets ond instollations in the LRGsE ares. The iussicne had to
be kept aspnynte from Jermen Pus ab IV.30US Ty ange Bocause of thwroetoned
revenga foxr the time thay spent in eaptivity,

hisIPV teom, upon the £011 of BRUET found no noed for inturrogmtdon,

tut set-d ss interpreters for units avaguating hospitals, and st other
\o Ppodnts requiring Germen speciing porsunnel,

The termun Samondant vos smazed ot the maneuver that plroed our Third
in. inside the fortress wull, and stated thab hiad 3t nod beem for th.t
move, la gould have held oubt for another three days ox so,. vhon presented
with detalls of our aotion, he inquired of Jumior offficerc wiother *
ssourdty bad been posted nt cur point of enbr Yo which an sffirmative
snswver wus given, This sceurity, howover, wes the firut persomnel Lo be
Torcad to surrender, thus bedng uncble to Zive ndang,

up 1ine troops sinte thet the mansuver would have boen much moye dife

.. fioult. 4f not possible, hud the security versommel used its muchine
y gun, due to the @asll point of ontey and the wnhindred ficld of £fire,
Seventeen merxdecn wounded were locnted in the hoapitels, and all
« elaimed exeellent freatment by the Jepman dogtors, partieulutly one who
had & bead injury mode a deligube byadn o.erntion nogessary, Le was up
and wolldng within ten dryo. ALl profos.ed to have hod the bost cuve
aweilabley and gool foode :

/8/ Vsewolod M. Podlesakd
/Y VBLVOIMD Ba POULGGOSET
m}_?%n {y' ;Lt) ’
A0 IFY Tosm 28




